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CHAPTER I. 

DIALOGUE BETWEEN WILLIAM WALKER AND 
THOMAS BROWN. 

Thovnas. Where have you been this morning, 
WiUiam? 

William. Been ! Why you know what day it is, 
Thomas? 

T, To be sure I do. It is Sunday. 

W, Then how could you ask me where I had 
been ? I have been to church, to be sure. 
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6 VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS 

T« How could I tell that ? there is many a one 
that does not go to church every Sunday. 

W. Yes, many a one indeed ! And by your ask- 
ing, I should guess that you had not been there 
yourself to-day. 

T, No, I have not been there to- day. But I go 
sometimes. 

W, Sometimes ! Well, I wonder how any body 
can ever stay away. 

T, Stay away ! why many people do that 

W, Yes ; careless, thoughtless people, who never 
consider what they were sent into the world for. 
Such people go out of the world just as ignorant 
with regard to their souls, as they came into it. 
But one would not wish to imitate such people as 
those, you know, neighbour. We should try to 
imitate good people, and to be like them, Now 
they do go to tne house of God on a Sunday. 

T. I don't know ; I think some of the people 
that stay away are just as good as they that go. 
Why, my mistress, my Lady Patience, never goes. 
I have worked on her estate this twelvemonth, and 
I have never seen her go to the church all that 
time : and yet everybody says what a good lady 
she is ; she is so good to the poor, that everybody 
loves her. 

W, It Lady Patience forgets to worship her 
Maker, she is not a good lady, though everybody 
should say she is. Good Christians, it is certain, 
wiU always be glad to help the poor when they 
can : but they will not neglect other parts of their 
duty, and especially the worship of God. He that 
saici, " Blessed is the man that considereth the poor 
and needy," said also, " Remember the Sabbath- 
day, to keep it holy.*' 

T, Well, but why does not my ladjr go to church, 
then ? I ain sure she is a good Christian. 
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ON THE LirURGY. 7 

W. Indeed, Thomas, I believe she is ; and I can 
tell you tvhy she does not go to chureh. She has 
been kept to the house more than a twelvemonth 
with a sad lingering sickness. Poor lady ! They 
say she is almost always in pain, and that her poor 
body is nearly wasted to a skeleton. She cannot 
go. She would be glad enough to go, if she could. 
When she was well, and a long while after too, 
she never kept away from church on a Sunday. 
She was always in her place. How often have I 
seen her on her knees in the church, with her 
whole heart and soul engaged in the prayers! 
And I am sure the Lord has heard her. AU her 
desire was to do good, and to be good ; to do the 
will of God, and to submit to it ; — and the Lord 
has enabled her. What is it, do you think, that 
supports her, and comforts her, under her long 
affliction ? They say she is hardly ever an hour 
of her life out of pain ; and yet her nurse told me, 
that you could never hear her say one murmuring 
word. — ^What do you think it is, Thomas, that 
supports her 1 

T. I cannot telL 

W, Why, it is religion. She has prayed to God, 
and He has heard her. I remember, one Sunday, 
I happened to sit almost against her pew at church, 
and when the minister said these words, "/n all 
time of our tribulation , and in all time of our 
vfealth'^ — from her very heart she seemed to say, 
" Good Lordf deliver tis^ And the Lord has heard 
her, and has delivered her in both these trials. It 
pleased God to give her wealth, I mean riches 
and prosperity: and she has always employed 
them in doing good, and seems to have been de- 
livered from the snares to which they often lead ; 
and now, in the time of her tribulation, and sick- 
ness, and sorrow, she is delivered from murmuring 
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8 VILLAGE OONYEBSATIONS 

and repining, and is supported by Him whose 
help she so earnestly begged for. 

T, Well, I knew she was an excellent lady: 
but I never ki^ew that she had ever been so true 
to her church. But, however, this was before I 
came into the parish^ and so I was not likely to 
know. But, bo that as it will, there are many 
people that go to church no pftener than I do. 

W, Yes, but what a reason is that, neighbour ! 
There is a right and a wrong in all these matters : 
and vrrong cannot be righty though all the world 
should practise it. The Lord will judge us all : 
and dreadful will be the punishment of those who 
wilfully do what they know to be contrary to his 
will. If I imitate the actions of the wicked, I must 
receive the punishment of the wicked. I can find 
no comfort in tlmt^ neighbour. 

T. No, that's true, indeed ! To be sure, it was 
very foolish of me to say I might do wrong be- 
cause other people did. But I must not talk in 
that wav again : and, moreover, I mean to keep 
to my church better than I have done. But yet 
it see ms to me that many people go to church 
without being much the better for it. 

W, Yes ; and many people sit down to a good 
dinner every day, but their stomachs are in such 
a bad state that their food does not do them much 
good. And yet you and I should not wish to go 
without our oinners, neither. 

T, No, that we should not. 

W. WeD, it is just so with spiritual food. They 
that do not care about being nourished by it, and 
have no appetite for good things, will come out 
of church just as empty as they went in ;— but 
"blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness for they shall be filled." 

T, Well, I really think it is so. 
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ON THE LITUEGY. 9 

W, Why, it must be so. It is in the Bible, 
Thomas, and I'll show it you directly. — Here, look 
here.* 

T. Well, I see it — I see it — ^and I have experi- 
enced the truth of it in one way : but, unluckily 
for me, it is the tmrong way. I have vot hungered 
and thirsted after righteousness^ and so I have not 
been filled. 

W, But I think, neighbour, I can see by your 
looks, that you do not mean to go so carelesslv 
to church any more. If you desire to do the will 
of God, you will think it a great blessing that you 
can go to his house and beg his help. There is 
one of the Collects of the Church says, " We can- 
not do anything that is good without Thee, O 
Lord." t ff ow I call it a great privilege that we 
may go to the Lord's house, to beg Him to help us 
on the way of godhness and in the path of duty. 

T. But cannot a man say his prayers at home ? 

W. Yes, a man can ; and if he be a Christian 
man, he tviU, But this does not keep him from 
church. No, no, neighbour; it sends him to it. 
You may take this for a constant rule, that " those 
who pray most at home, will be the most glad to 
pray in the house of God." 

7\ Why, I cannot say that I prayed much in 
the church when I did go. I was sometimes 
thinking of other things when I was there. But 
I know now that it was a great siu to do so ; but 
I have practised many a sin besides that— and 
do now — many a one. 

W, Well, then, Thomas, you must not lose 
another opportimity of seeking repentance and 
forgiveness. If you would read your Bible, and 
go constantly to church, you womd see the need 

• Matthew v. 6. 

t Collect for the Ninth Sunday after Trinity. 

A 3 
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10 VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS 

of repenting of your sins, and you would find that 
they might all be forgiven. 

2\ What, then, do you think I may go on in my 
wicked, careless ways, and that I shsJl have every- 
thing forgiven ? 

W. No, no, Thomas ; I doubt we shall not find 
one word of that sort, either in the Bible, or in the 
Prayer Book. "Whoso confesseth and forsaketh 
his sins," says the Bible, "shall have mercy."* 
And in the Prayer Book, when we speak of true 
repentance, we show what true repentance means 
by prajring " that the rest of our life hereafter may 
be pure and holy"f 

T. Well, but I cannot lead such a life. 

W. Why, it seems as if you did not greatly 
desire it. You say, that when you were in the 
church, you did not pray for grace Jo enable you 
to please Gk)d ; — and that is the reason why you 
have not been able to please Him. "Without 
Thee," says one of our prayers, " we are unable to 
please Thee. "J 

T. Well, I certainly did not ask his help, as if I 
cared about it, and so I have not been able to 
please Him. I had no desire to please Him. 

W. Well, but the Prayer Book teaches you to 
ask for that too, and tells you that it is God who 
both " puts in our minds good desires, and enables 
us to bring the same to good effect."§ 

T. Why, William, you seem to find out every- 
thing that is good in the Prayer Book. 

W, There is everything good, Thomas, to be 
had from Him, who is the " Author and Giver of 
all good things,"*^ 

• Proverbs xxviii. 13. f Abeolution. 

I Collect for the Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
$ Collect for Easter-day. 

II Collect for the Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 
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T, Why, that is from the Prayer Book again.' 

W, Yes, it certainly is. The ft^yer Book helps 
us to pray. We there offer up our prayers to the 
Father, through the Son : and we are encouraged 
to hope that He will send us every spiritual gift 
and blessing. 

T, Why, you have shown me already something 
exactly suited to my case. I stand in need of par- 
don for past sin, and I ought to lead a pure and 
holy life, and I want good desires. 

W, Yes, you want those very things which the 
Gospel teaches you that you ought to have. And 
the Gospel promises you that you shaU have them, 
if you ask rightly ; and the Prayer Book puts you 
into a way of asking rightly. The Gospel contains 
" glad tidings of great joy :" and the Prayer Book 
teaches us to pray that this joy may be made our 
own. 

T, Well, then, I see that the Prayer Book is 
made according to the Bible, and so a man cannot 
despise the Prayer Book without despising the Bible 
too. Now, I know several people who care nothing 
about the Prayer Book, ana sometimes even make 
game of it. 

W, Yes, Thomas, and they make game of the 
Bible too. We have seen a great deal of this in 
our own times. Such people are against the Bible 
and the Prayer Book, because the Bible and the 
Prayer Book are against them. Poor souls ! — But 
the Prayer Book snows me how to prav for them, 
" O, merciful God, who wouldest not the death of 
a sinner, but rather that he should be converted 
and live, have mercy upon all infidels (unbeHevers), 
and so fetch them home, blessed Lord, to thy flock 
that they may be saved :" ♦ and I would beg of the 
Lord, that He would ^ make them a clean heart, and 

• Collect foT Good Friday. 
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12 VILLAGE CONVEBSATIONS 

renew a right spirit within them ;"• that instead of 
spreading about wickedness and sin, as they do, 
they might " teach his ways unto the wicked, that 
sinners might be converted unto Him." But, what- 
ever other people may think of these matters, 
Thomas, if jrou and I go to church, and wish to be 
good Christians, we should try to get all the benefits 
we can from the prayers ; we should seek to have 
our minds fixed upon what we are doing. 

T, To be sure we should. But for my part, 
WilUam, I cannot say that I understand much 
about the Church Service. I wish you could ex- 
plain to me a little about the meaning of it. 

W, Why, Thomas, I think you might have asked 
many a better man than me ; but, however, I shall 
be wiUing to do the best I can. 

T. Why, neighbour, I do not ask you to explain 
the meaning of every one of the prayers, but only 
just to give me a sort of notion about them, that 
I may know a little what I am doing when I am 
in the church ; for, to tell you the truth, I know 
very little about the matter. I hardly can tell 
when I am to kneel down, or when I am to stand 
up, or when I atm to sit ; and I want to know all 
about it. 

TT. Why, Thomas, there are a great many little 
tracts about the Prayer Book, that explain these 
things a great deal better than I can. And there is 
one, at the beginning of many of the Prayer Books, 
that I have learned a good deal from. 

T. What is it caUed ? 

W. " Directions for a devout and decent Beha- 
viour in the PubUc Worship." f But pray, Thomas, 
did you never read the rubrics themselves ? Those 

* 51st Psalm. 

+ A Tract bound np with the PraypT Books which are circu- 
lated by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge . 
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ON THE LITURGY. 13 

rubrics tell you all about it ; and if you were to 
read them, you could not well make a mistake 
about the proper time to kneel, and stand, and so 
on. 

T. Why, to tell you the truth, William, I do not 
know what you mean by rubrics, 

W. Oh, don't you ? well, then, I'll tell you. The 
ruhics mean those directions that you see, in the 
Prayer Book, commonly printed in a different sort 
of letters from the resir— Italic letters, I think they 
call them. 

T, Oh, th^i, the rubrics are the directions, are 
they ] Well, then, if they are directions, they must 
direct me what to do. But why do they call them 
rubrics ? 

W, I think I have heard say that rubric is a 
kind of old Latin word that means red letters; 
because, in former times, these directions were 
printed in red letters. 

T. Well, then, I must study these directions. 
But nevertheless, William, I should like to hear you 
explain a little besides ; for I may, perhaps, under- 
stand rather better from your plain way of talking. 

W, Well, I will do the lt>est I can, the next time 
we have half an hour to spare, towards it ; but I 
must be going now ; my wife will be expecting 
me home to dinner by this time. 

T. Yes, it must be about the time now. I sup- 
pose your wife has been staying at home to cook 
your dinner 

W, Oh, no ; she went home by ttie other road, 
and so you did not see her. No, Thomas, it would 
not be so easy a matter as you suppose to keep my 
good woman away from church ; and, to tell you the 
truth, I should not feel comfortable at my prayers 
myself if I thought that she had not the same 
privilege as I had. Besides, I think my dinner, 
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somehow, would not taste half so good if I thought 
it kept either of us from worshipping God. 

T, Well, but what are you to do for your Sun- 
day's dinner if there's nobody left at home to 
cook it ? 

W, Oh, never fear that, Thomas ; we shall not 
go without our dinner, I dare say. A few potatoes 
will boil without anjr body to watch them ; and my 
wife cooked somethmg yesterday, and we shall have 
that cold to-day. 

T. I think my wife would like to do as yours 
does, for she is very fond of going to church. But 
she cannot go now, at any rate ; she must stay and 
take care of the little children ; for they cannot 
walk nor take care of themselves, poor things ! 

W. Why, no, Thomas ; where there is a family 
of Httle children it is a different matter ; the poor 
babies must be looked after. But j however, we will 
have a httle more conversation about these things 
another time, if we can find an opportunity. 

T, Why, William, I suppose you are going to 
church this afternoon 1 

TF, To be sure I am. 

T, Well, then, cannot you call in at our house as 
you go 1 You can come about half an hour before 
the bells begin to chime, and then we can talk about 
these things, and after that we can walk to church 
together. 

W, Well, then, Thomas, it shall be so. 

T, But, William, before you go, I wish you would 
just tell me when the Prayer Book was made, and 
who made it ; I mean, who put the prayers together. 

W, Oh, we can talk about that this afternoon ; 
and so good-bye for the present. 
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CHAPTER II. 

WILLIAM, THOMAS, AND THEIH WIVES. 

WiUiam. Welk Thomas, I am come, according 
to my promise, and I have brought my wife with 
me. 

Thmnm, So much the better. Mv wife and I 
are glad to see you both. Come, sit down, and we 
can have a little more discourse on what we were 
talking about this morning. 

Mrs. Brwvn, Ay, pray do, neighbours ; for I 
shall be glad of an opportunity of hearing a little 
about these things myself. My husband seemed 
to be pleased with what you said to him this morn- 
ing, WiUiam. He tells me he is going to church 
with you this afternoon : I wish I could go too ; 
for, some how, I cannot feel half as I should do 
if I stay away from church. However, there is no 
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such thing as leaving home where there are Uttle 
children to take care of. 

Mrs, Walker. Why, no, neighbour ; they cannot 
be left alone, to be sure. I remember, when I had 
little ones myself, I sometimes used to take it hard 
to be kept at home so much. However, if we have 
a family it is our duty to look afoer it, and we 
must not repine. Besides, it becomes us to be 
diU^ent about our home duties as well as our church 
duties. 

Mrs, B, Why, that is certainly true. But, then, 
many people make an excuse of that sort for 
neglectmg their church, and being wonderfully 
busy about their matters at home: they talk a 
great deal about their duty and their industrv, 
and so on ; whilst, all the time, they are wholly 
neglecting the worship of God. Now, neighbour 
Walker, 1 cannot think that these people are 
right. 

Mrs, W, No, nor I either. I often think of what 
our blessed Lord said to those who were for this 
half and half kind of service : " These things ought 
ye to have done, and not to have left the other un- 
done." Besides, neighbour, I know this very well, 
that if we keep away long together from a place 
of worship, we are apt to grow careless and indif- 
ferent about good things ; and so I have always 
tried to get to church, if possible. Whwi I had a 
baby I sometimes used to carry it with me, if I 
thought it would be still, and not interrupt other 
people. But then I used to sit as near to the 
church door as I could, and if the child would not 
be so quiet as one could wish, I could easily get 
out, without making much disturbance. And, then, 
I had another way of managing sometimes. We 
had three or four kind sort of neighbours about 
us, who had Uttle children as well as myself ; and 
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SO we took it by turns to stay at home ; I used to 
take care of all the children one day whilst the rest 
of the neighbours went to church, and another 
neighbour used to take care of them all another 
day ; and so, amongst us, we managed pretty well. 

T, Well, wife, I tnink that was a very good way ; 
and I guess you will not be long before you get 
hold of some of your neighbours to make that 
agreement. But, now, I shaU be glad, William, if 
you would go on to tell me a Httle more about the 
Prayer Book, as you promised. And first I should 
like to know tMew the Prayer Book was made, and 
who made it. 

W, Why, I wonder what that can signify. If 
the prayers be good, and suitable to your case and 
mine, what is it to either of us when the prayers 
were made, or who made them ? 

T, Very true ; but yet, as I do not know much 
about these matters myself, I should hke to be 
taught by them that do. Now, if these prayers 
were put together in times of great darkness and 
ignorance, or if they were put together by men 
who did not know much about the matter them- 
selves, I should not feel as if I could depend on 
their being right. 

W, Why, no ; that is true enough. And by the 
times of darkness and ignorance, I suppose you 
mean those times when there was nothing but the 
Popish religion in England ; when there were no 
Bibles nor Prayer Books in our own language, 
but everything was done in Latin. 

T, Yes, those are the times I was thinking of : 
and they must have been times of wonderful igno- 
rance ; for, if the books were all in a foreign lan- 
guage, how could such poor people as you and I 
ever understand a word about them % ^^> ^^ 
might just as well have had no books at all. To be 
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18 VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS 

sure, great and learned men might know what they 
were about ; and I dare sa^ there might be many 
a good man even in such times as those. 

W, To be sure. The learned understood the 
meaning of what they were doing ; and, without a 
doubt, there were many good Christian men among 
them : and such sort of men were always wishing 
the people to be instructed as well as themselves ; 
but they could not bring it abjut. At length, 
however, it pleased the Lord to let the light of the 
Gospel shine upon this kingdom ; for at the time 
of the Mefw^natUm, the Bible was put into the 
English language, so that everybody might then 
have an opportimity of knowing what religion was. 

T, Pray, Wilham, what do you mean by the 
Beformatian ? 

W, Why, I mean the time when all these things 
were reformed and set to rights ; when the errors of 
Popery were laid aside. This must now be nearly 
three hundred years ago ; this great change began 
in the time when Henry the iSghth was king of 
England. It was a great blessing that there were 
then so many holy scriptural men, and so learned, 
too, that they could take the Bible and turn it out 
of those foreign languages into our own ; and then 
they were so fond of the- work, too ! Thev seemed 
so desirous that all the people should nave the 
Scriptures among them ! And then, after Henry 
died, his son, Edward the Sixth, came to the throne, 
an excellent young king. He encouraged every- 
body to read the Scriptures, and bade all the holy 
and learned men to explain them to the people. It 
was a sad day for the godly people m England 
when this good king died. He was a king, I think, 
only about seven years ; but he got a better crown 
in heaven. Then, after he was gone, came bloody 
Queen Mary ; and she was always trying to keep 
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the people from the way of instruction, and to 
bring back the old days of ignorance again ; but 
those godly men that the good young king had 
encouraged would not allow of it ; they would 
never flinch from the true religion, and they were 
willing to be burnt to death rather than that the 
people should be kept in darkness. 

T, Yes ; I have read about them in the Book of 
Martyrs. Latimer, and Cranmer, and Ridley, and 
many such holy men, were burnt to death for the 
sake of the true reUgion of Christ. 

TT. Yes ; and there would have been a great many 
more, I dare say, if it had not pleased God to take 
away this cruel queen in a very few years, and send 
us a better.* Then these good men who had been 
so anxious to give the people the Bible, were like- 
wise anxious that they should have a book of 
prayers according to the Bible. And they knew 
well what the Bible was ; and this is the reason 
why the Prayer Book has so much of the Bible in 
it, and that it is, as I may say, all over Scripture. 
The Prayer Book directs that, every time we go 
to churcn, we shall hear two chapters of the Bible 
read ; one out of the Old Testament and one out of 
the New; besides the Epistle and the Gospel, 
both commonly out of the New Testament. And 
then we have two or three chapters out of the book 
of Psalms, besides a great deal more out of the 
Bible ; so that, even though a person cannot read, 
he may get to know a great deal about Scripture 
if he goes constantly to church. 

T, Well, I do not nmo wonder at all that there 
is so much of Scripture in the Prayer Book, since 
you say that it was put together by such truly 
Scriptmrsd men. What a useful thing it was, to be 
sure, for the people to have a book of prayers in 

* Queen Elizabeth. 



d by Google 



20 VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS 

their own language, instead of going on with a 
book that they could not understand ! But I should 
guess that everybody was not pleased with all 
these amendments ; I dare say that some of them 
would have rather kept to their old custonas, and 
gone on in their ignorance. 

W, Oh, yes ; many, to be sure, were offended at 
these great improvements, and did not know what 
to think of them at first. But the wise and pious 
Reformers proceeded in their work by degrees. 
When first the young King Edward ordered a 
Prayer Book to l>e made, it was not made just as 
it is now. But in a few years afterwards, when 
the people got to think less of their old customs, 
and to see from the Bible what was the right way 
of praying, then the rest of the old popish ways 
were left off, and some more prayers were put into 
the book.* Many of the prayers were indeed used 
by \hQ first Christians ; I mean those godly believers 
that lived in the time when our blessed Saviour 
was in this world, or soon afterwards. These we 
may be sure would be kept. It is of great value to 
us to have the prayers which were used in those 
glorious times, when the Gospel was first preached 
to the world, and before the ignorance or craftiness 
of men had tempted them to corrupt the truth. 

T, Well, I thank you, WilUam, for teUing me 
these things. I see the vgQue of the book now. 
To be sure, what a little benefit have I ever got 
from it I However, I see now whore the fault 
lay ; not in the Prayer Book, but somewhere else 
rather nearer home. 

W, WeU, neighbour, if you see the fault to be in 
yourself, that is the first step towards amendment. 

T. Well, I hope I shall find it so. The fault, to 

• The first book of King Edward VI. was published in 1548, 
the second in 1552. 
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be sure, must have been in myself. What in the 
world could have ever been the matter with me, 
that I should have thought Hghtly of a book so 
full of treasures as this — a book so according to 
Scripture, and so full of Scripture ! Why, here we 
are taught to pray in the words of our Lord Him- 
self, and to worship in the way of his blessed 
Apostles ! And these treasures were brought 
together for our use by those godly martyrs who 
knew so well what the Gospel was, and who died 
for the sake of it. And they did not do the work 
in a hurried, careless manner, either ; but took 
time about it, that they might do it well. To bo 
sure, the Lord would bless the work of such men 
as these. 

W, We cannot doubt it, Thomas. 

T, And now, William, I should be much obUged 
to you if you would show me a httle of the plan of 
the book ; for when so much has been done for us, 
we ought certainly to give diligent heed to profit 
by it. 

W. To be sure ; and 1*11 try to show you some 
of the particulars, as well as I am able. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

THE SENTENCES. 

William, As soon as the minister gets up to 
speak in the church, the very first words he speaks 
come out of the Scripture : " When the wicked man 
tumeth away from his wickedness that he hath com- 
mitted, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he 
shaU save his sotd alive,^^ These words have been 
of great use to me. I know that I have often 
ofibnded God, and so these words are very fiiU of 
comfort to me. They contain what we all stand in 
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need o^ a message of pardon to repentant sinners. 
This, you know, neighbour, is the Uospel message. 

ITiomas, But does the minister always begin 
with these same words ? 

W, No, not always the same. There are eleven 
sentences, as you will see if you look into your 
Prayer Book ; they are all taken out of the Scrip- 
ture, and he always reads one w more of them. 
He must do it ; the service must begin with the 
words of God Himself The minister may read 
which of these sentences he pleases, it makes but 
little difference ; and whichever he reads, I always 
think that I am thereby exhorted and invited to 
repent, and to confess and forsake sin, and to seek 
for mercy. I always take care, if possible, to be 
at church in time, for I would not willingly miss 
this part of the service. I always think it sounds 
so solenm to have the Lord Himself, as we majr 
say, speaking to us so awfully, and yet so merci- 
fully, when we are all met together to worship 
Him. 

T. Why, certainly, that is a noble way of begin- 
ning the service. 

THE EXHORTATION. 

W, Yes ; and as soon as one or more of these 
sentences have been read, the minister speaks to 
us all, and tells us that the Scriptures give us great 
encouragement in many places, and especially in 
the sentences which he has just been reading, to 
confess our sins and wickedness ; and that we are 
not to try and hide them from God, but humbly 
and sincerely to confess them, and repent of them, 
and endeavour to forsake them, for that then we 
raav hope to have them forgiven through the great 
and intinite goodness and mercy of God. Then 
he tells us that we ought, at all times, to humble 
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ourselves before Gk)d, and to acknowledge our sins 
before him. And he says that we ought j^uiiicularlj 
to do so when we are all met together to worship 
God. Then he begs and entreats of us all to join 
with him in confessing our sins, and pleading for 
pardon. He also tells us that he will lead the 

Erayers, and that we can foDow him with a low, 
imible voice : and he desires us to be sincere in 
our hearts whilst we confess with our Ups. 

T, I never have heard that when I have been at 
church. Our minister always speaks one or two 
of those sentences which you have been telling me 
about, and then goes on directly to the prayer 
about " Dearly beloved brethren," &c. 

W, That is not a prayer, Thomas. The minister 
is speaking to us ; and, as Christians should love 
one another like brothers, he calls us his " dearly 
beloved brethren." 

T. Well, I see how it is now. But how could I 
have ever thought that this was a prayer ! I do 
believe, then, that the minister does speak to the 
people, just as you have been saying ; but I do 
not think that you made use of the exact words. 

W, No ; but I think I gave you the exact sense. 

T, Well, now, when I am at church this after- 
noon, I think I shall imderstand what I am about 
there. I must listen to this exhortation ; I must 
not say it after the minister, as if it was a prayer. 

W, No, that is very improper ; and when 
people mutter these words mer the minister it 
shows that they do not understand what they are 
about. You must be quite silent at this part, 
and listen. It is called the Exhortation, because 
in it the minister exhorts the people to confess 
their sins. 

T. Well, now tell me what you do after the 
minister has exhorted you to confess your sins. 
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THE GENERAL CONFESSION. 

W, Why, we then fall down on our knees, and 
confess how sadly we have neglected our "Al- 
mighty and most merciful Father," and how we 
have wandered from his holy ways, Hke sheep 

fone astray. We confess that we have offended 
[im, by neglecting what "we ought to have 
done," and by doing " what we ought not to have 
done," and that there is in us nothing that can be 
called good — no spiritual health. Then we pray 
for mercy, of which we miserable sinners stand so 
much in need. Then we pray that the Lord would 
restore us to his favour, and we plead the merits 
of Jesus Christ, through whom the promises of 
pardon to the penitent are given. Then, through 
the same Saviour, we beg that the Lord womd 
send his Holy Spirit to enable us to walk in new- 
ness of life, and thus to glorify his holy name. 

T, Yes, WiUiam, T see that you know how to 
pray. I like those words that you have been 
shaking ; you have just expressed what I should 
wish to say, but I cannot find proper words to 
pray in. 

IV. Why, you are to follow the minister in this 
confession, and say after him just what he says. 

2\ Well, but suppose I don t like the minister, 
and don^t think that he knows much how to pray, 
must I follow him then, and say just as he says ? 
I*d follow him with all my heart, if I could be sure 
that he would put up just such prayers as you have 
been speakingof . 

W. Why, Thomas, there hes the beauty of 
having a Prayer Book. The minister must pray 
in the words of the book ; he mayn't go an inch 
out of the way; he must pray in the way that I 
have been teUing you. This part of the service, 
- . B 
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you know, is called the General Confessum, because 
we all cmiftss our sins in it ; in this we are all re- 
quired to Join with the minister. 

T. Well, I think, I see the reason of that. Being 
all sinners, we should aU join in the confession of 
our sin. 

W, Yes, we are directed to do so. The rubric 
tells us that the General Confession is to he said by 
the tohole congregation after the ministet\ the people 
all kneeling, 

T, Well, but the people don't all kneel ; some do, 
to be sure ; but some sit and some stand. 

W, Why, some people cannot read : and as thev 
are not able to make out what the directions tell 
them, they do not know when to sit, and when to 
stand, and when to kneel. 

2\ Well, but I have seen some people that could 
read sitting at prayers. 

W. Well, perhaps they might be lame, or sick, 
or have something the matter with them that they 
could not kneel ; and then, you know, it was ex- 
cusable ; otherwise, 1 am sure it could not be 
decent to sit down whilst they were praying to God. 
Standing is much more decent than sitting ; but 
kneeling is the most proper of all ; and if we have 
got a Pirayer Book to direct us, it is but right that 
we should go by it. Yes, and, moreover, if you 
will look into the Bible, Thomas, you will find that, 
when it tells you about people praying, it gene- 
rally tells you that they were on their knees. It is 
true that we read sometimes of standing at prayers : 
but I cannot find out that any of the holy peo- 
ple, mentioned in the Bible, ever sat dovm to 
prayer. 

2'. Well, but, neighbour, do you think the pos- 
ture of the body is of any sigmfication ? 

W, I think that religion being the one thing 
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needful, every thin^ belonging to it is of some 
signification: and if my blessed Lord, and his 
holy Apostles, set me the example of kneeling at 
prajrer, it certainly must become me to follow it. 
It IS true that a man may be on his knees and 
not have his heart engaged in prayer either — and 
then his kneeling will do him no good. But I 
often think, that when the heart is in any work, 
the body commonly bears a part, so that, from 
the outward manner^ you may often judge of what 
is going on within. I took great notice of that a 
few days ago. I was with my master, receiving 
orders : anc^ you know, he is a magistrate. Two 
men were brought to him, accused of some crime 
or other. One of them I knew to be a hardened 
offender ; and he seemed to have no respect at all 
for my master, but sat himself down quite care- 
lessly on a chair, and did not seem to mind whether 
he was sent to prison or not. The other man, I 
knew, had a large family, and he seemed to be 
afraid that he and they would all be ruined if he 
was sent to gaoL To be sure, how did he go 
down on his knees to my master, and beg and 
entreat of him to spare him and his poor family ! 

T. But I think your master would not require 
the man to go down on his knees to him, 

W. No, I don't say he would. I only say, that 
the outward manner of the body often shows how 
a man feels within. And if anybody will pay 
respect to man, surely we ought all to do so to 
Ocd, And how strange does it seem for us to 
say in the church, ** Oh, oome let us worship, and 
faU down and kneel before the Lord our Miker," 
and then directly go and sit ourselves down as if 
we forgot we were in the presence of our Maker ! 
just like those careless people who seem to go to 
church for nothing but to pass the time, and often 
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sit and sleep when they are there. To be sure, we 
must seek to have tne heart engaged in prayer 
too, otherwise the right posture of the body will 
do us no good. Then, if we not only " bow down 
the stubborn knee," but humble the heart too ; if 
we thus ^' confess our sins. He is futhM and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." 

T, Well, that is indeed a wonderful mercy to 
think of ; and it is what we every one of us must 
stand in need o^ — ^to have our past sins forgiven, 
and to be cleansed from all unrighteousness. 

W. Yes, but such is the wonderi^il mercv of Qod 
to those whose confession of sin is true and sincere. 
And it is for this reason, that as soon as we have 
finished the Confession, the minister goes on to read 
the Absolution, 



THE ABSOLUTION. 

T. Now let us read the direction, which you say 
is called the rubric: " The Absolution or liemission 
of sins, to be pronounced by the Priest alone, stand- 
ing, the people still kneelingJ*^ Now what is meant 
by the words Absolution and Remission f 

W. Why, these words mean the same as Pardon 
and Forgiveness. 

T. Very well. And the minister is to say this 
alone ; and the people are not to say a word of it 
after him. Is not that the way of it ? 

W, Yes, that is right. 

T, And what is the reason why the people must 
not say this after the minister ? 

W. Why, because it is the minister's business to 
declare to the people the Lord's forgiveness of sin. 

T, Oh, then, the Absolution is not a prayer ; but 
the minister stands up here, to tell the people of 
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Gkxi's mercy in pardoning sin ; and we are to remain 
humble on our knees, to receive a message of 
mercy so much greater than we deserve. 

W, Yes, that is the meaning of it. 

T, Well, then, it must be a strange mistake to 
repeat this Absolution after the Priest, — as many 
people do. 

W, Why, certainly, that is quite contrary to all 
sense, and it spoils the whole meaning of it ; for the 
Absolution is not a prayer from the people, but a 
message to them. 

T, Why, then, as far as I can understand you, 
there has not yet been much that could properly be 
called prayer. 

W. Why, no. So far all may, perhaps, be consi- 
dered as a sort of a preparation for the prayers that 
are to come afterwards. 



RECAPriDLATION. 

T. Yes, I see. For finft the minister reads a 
sentence or ttvo out of the Bible — ^then he speaks to 
the people in the Exhortation^ and calls upon them 
to confess their sins. After confessing, and plead- 
ing for mercy, the Priest declares to them their 
pardon in the Absolution, But do you really think, 
WilHam, that everybody in the church is par- 
doned, and reconciled to God, just because the 
Priest reads the Absdutian to them 1 

W, Why, Thomas, if you will only give another 
look at this Absolution, you will see that no such 
thing as that is meant by it. 

T. It reads thus: "Almighty God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ ; who desireth not the 
death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn 
from his wickedness and live, and hath given 
power and commandment to his ministers to 

b2 
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declare and {>ronounce to his people^ being penitent^ 
the Absolution and Remission of their sins ; He 
pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent, 
and unfeignedly believe lus holy Gtospel." I think 
I see now that it is Almighty Gkxl, and not the 
minister, who pardons the people. I have heard 
people make objections to trds Absolution, but it 
must be because they do not understand it ; for we 
see, when we come to examine it, that it is all 
right, — ^it is God, not man, that pardons. 

W, Eight: and for fear that anybody should 
make a mistake here, the minister repeats it, and 
says, He, that is Ood, pardoneth and absolveth. 

T. Then I see that the minister does not. tell us 
that the Lord pardons (dl, but only " those who 
truly repent and unfeignedly beUeve his holy Gos- 
pel ;" and it is the business of the minister to de- 
dare and pronounce to such as these, that the Lord 
pardoneth and absolveth them. 

W, Yes, that is it. 

r. Well, it is wonderful to think o^ that there 
should be such merciful pardon for us, if we truly 
repent and beheve. Ana I must think, that when 
we hear of our sins being forgiven, this greatly leads 
us to be thankful for such mer6y ; and we can then 
with more heart join in prayer and praise, and call 
the Lord our Father. But there is one thing, Wil- 
Ham, that I should like to know, and that is, whether 
there is Scripture for all this, or not. I like the 

?rayers wonderfully, as far as I see into them ; and 
have a great notion that those godly martyrs 
would not have given us anything wrong, if they 
knew it ; but yet, you know, Scripture is above all. 
We must look to that. 

W. Yes, Thomas, that is certain. 
T. Well, then, do you think that, according to 
the Scr^)tures, God " hath given power and com- 
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mandment to his ministers to declare and pro- 
nounce to his people, being penitent, the Absolution 
and Remission of their sins ?" And do you think 
that we may depend upon the truth of this, that 
** He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly 
repent and unfeignedly believe his holy Glospel ?" 

W. Yes, I do, certainly. 

T. But why ? 

W, Why, because I find that the Scriptures 
assure us that through the merits of a Saviour 
there is a complete pardon for such persons. 
" Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sins of the world." 

T. Well, as this is so, it surely is the business of 
the minister to deliver (Jod's gracious message to 
his people. This message is indeed " very fuU of 
comfort." But do you think that we may aU take 
this comfort to ourselves ? 

W, Surely, all to whom it is delivered : all, that 
is, who " truly repent, and imfeignedly beheve his 
holy Gk>speL" Here, you see, true repentance is 
required, and unfeigned faith. 

T. Well, then, it is no message at all for the 
sinner. 

W, Why, now, neighbour, it seems to me to be 
a message (m purpose for the sinner ; not, indeed, 
for him who wishes to continite in sin, but for him 
who is truly sorry for his past sins, and is heartily 
striving to forsake them : — for this, you know, is 
true repentance. And if we have such repentance 
and " a lively faith in God's mercy through 
Christ,"* we may hear the Absolution with joy, 
and take to ourselves all the benefits and all the 
blessings of it. But, as these good gifts come 
from (S>d alone, the minister begs us to join in 
prayer " to beseech Him to grant us true repentance 

* The Catechism. 
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and his Holy Spirit," that our present worship may 
be acceptable to Him, and ** that the rest of our 
life hereafter may be pure and holy ,•" for with such 
preparation we may nope at the last to ** come to 
nis eternal joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

T, WeU, William, I am sure I am obliged to 
you for trying to make me understand these ttiings. 
— And now I think it must be getting towards 
church-time, and I should by no means wish to be 
late ; for I would not, on any account, lose the part 
of the service we have been talking about. And, 
perhaps, some other time, you will try and explain 
a little more to me. 

W, To be sure. If what we have been talking 

E roves to be of any use to you, I shall be glad to 
ave a httle more conversation with you on these 
matters, some time or other. 

T, Well, I thank vou, neighbour, I am sure ; and 
I hope I shall not lorget what you have told me. 
And somehow, now, I feel quite a pleasure at the 
thoughts of going to church. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

80HE PEW WEEKS AFTERWARDS THOMAS AND WILLIAM 
HAD THE FOLLOWING CONVERSATION. 

Thomas, I think, William, you said, that if what 
you have told me about the Prayer Book proved 
of any use to me, you would go on to teach me a 
little more. Now, since we talked last together, 
I really j&nd much more satisfaction in going to 
church than ever I did before. I understand what 
I am about better. I give more attention to it. 

William, Why, Thomas, there certainly is no 
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such thing as understanding anything properly 
without giving attention to it. And, surely, nothing 
is more deserving of our attention than the proper 
way of offering our services to God. 

T. No, that is certain. It must be so, WiUiam. 
And now, I think, 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

is the next part that we come to in the Church 
service ; and as this prayer is taken directly out 
of the Bible, and as our blessed Lord commanded 
us to use it, we are sure that it must be right. 
This prayer does indeed seem to ask for just such 
blessings as we stand in need of. But, besides this, 
it seems, somehow, to be full of Christian instruc- 
tion too. I'll teU you what I mean, in my poor 
wav, as well as I am able. 

W. I should Uke very much to hear you, Thomas. 

T. WeU, then, you know that the first words we 
say are these, " Our Father,''' Now, I think that 
these two words might teach us a great deal. For 
when we say Our Father, this word our teaches 
us that all Christians, being sons of the same 
heavenly Father, should be imited together Uke 
brothers. And this thought should put an end 
to quarrelling, and envyings, and jealousies ; and 
should teach us to help and comfort and pray for 
one another. And besides, when I say Our Father, 
I confess that I am praying for other Christians as 
well as for myself, and that they, too, are praying 
for me. And then, when we call the Almighty our 
Father^ this should serve to put us in mind of the 
duty we owe to Him : that we should in all things 
seek to do his wiU ; and that we should endeavour 
to submit to whatever trials He may think it need- 
ful to lay upon us ; because, as He is our Father, He 
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must know best what is right and good for his 
children. And there is something, too, in the name 
of Father so engaging, that it seems wonderfully 
suited to win us to gratitude and love. 

W, It does, indeed. If we receive blessings, 
how thankful it would make us, if we would dX- 
ways look upon them as coming from a kind and 
merciful Father I And if we are visited with trou- 
bles and afflictions, what a wonderful support and 
comfort would it be to us, if we would consider 
that, as Job says, "affliction cometh not forth 
of the dust, neither doth trouble sprins out of the 
ffroimd," but that these trials are sent by One who 
knows that they are for our good ; that they are 
not sent to vex us, but to improve us: for that, 
" Uke as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him* ; and that He will, in 
the end, make all things '* work together for good 
to them that love God !"t 

T. Yes : and thus I think I see, that in these 
words a great deal of diUy is taught : indeed, the 
whole ** royal law" of love to God and man. — But 
now let us look at the next part of the Lord's 
Prayer, " HaUotoed he Thy Name,** I am not sure 
that I quite understand ihe meaning of the word 

?UlUotD€d, 

W, Why to hallow means to keep holy. And so 
when we say, HaUowed he Thy Name, we pray that 
the Lord's name may be kept holy ; that it may be 
greaily honoured and reverenced oy ourselves, and 
by all mankind. 

T, Well that is what I thought was the mean- 
ing of it. And here, too, I think I see a great duty 
pointed out to us : I mean this, that if Yfepray that 
the name of our heavenly Father may be reverenced 
and honoured in the world, we should also strive 
that it may. 

^ • Psalm ii!. 13. f Romans vH. 2«. 
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W, To be sure. For if we pray one way, and 
act another, this shows that there must be some- 
thing strangely wrong within us; some lurking 
unbelief or some sad hypocrisy. You know our 
blessed Saviour tells us, " Not every one that saith 
imto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven ;" which shows us plainly that 
it is not enough merely to call upon the Lora, but 
that it should be the great business of our Hves to 
seek to do his will. 

T. To be sure. But yet we must call Him 
"Lord, Lord." I mean, we must seek Him in 
prayer, 

W. Surdy we must. I only mean that we must 
study to have our hearts set upon the things we 
pray for ; for it is sad, indeed, to have our ivords 
speaking one language, and our actions another. 
To be sure, if we neglect to call upon God in 
prayer, we cannot be said to hallow his name. 

T, No, to be sure not. And then there is 
another way in which we go against our own 
prayers. I mean when we swear and curse, or when 
we use the name of our Maker, or our Saviour, 
in our common discourse, in a careless, irreverent 
manner ; I am sure this is not haJloioing the name 
of God. 

W, No, indeed, quite the contrary : it is, as I 
may say, unhallowing his name. It is destroying 
all respect and reverence for Him in ourselves and 
others. 

T, Why, to be sure it must. And yet, what a 
deal of swearing and wicked words you do hear, 
if ever you happen to step into an alenouse, or any 
such places. 

W. Why, yes, indeed you do ; and that is one 
i-eason why I never do step into such places. I 
cannot bear to hear such words. To think that 
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every comfort and every blessing we enjoy comes 
from oiir heavenljr Father — ^to think that the very 
use of speech is his gift, and then to use that^r^^ to 
the abuse of the Giver, is so dreadful, that it is only 
fit for those that forget who made them, who pre- 
serves them, and who redeemed them ; and so live, 
as it were, without God in the world. 

T, It is, indeed, a shocking practice ! But let us 
see a little more about God's name being TiaUmved, 
Now, it seems to me, that if people stay away from 
church on a Sunday, and give their minds to those 
things which belong to the other six days of the 
week, then they are not hdllmuing the name of God. 

W, No, to be sure not. The Lord has blessed 
the Sabbath-day, and hallowed it ; and He has com- 
manded lis to hallow his Sabbaths. We ought^ there- 
fore, to reverence them, and to keep them holy. 
We ought, indeed, to be very thankful that it hath 
pleased the Lord to allow one day in seven as a day 
of rest for those who labour hard the other six ; but 
we are morever required to make the Sabbath a 
day particularly devoted to religiom purposes. And, 
indeed, a sincere Christian will not consider this a 
hardship, but he will consider it as a very great and 
happy privilege, 

T. Yes, indeed. But what a sad thing it is, then, 
that we should sometimes see, particu£u*ly in vil- 
lages, shops open for buying and selling, and traffick- 
ing on the Sabbath-morning, just like any other 
day of the week, and oftentimes worse ! Many poor 
people tell you that they cannot get their wages 
paid before Sunday morning, and so are forced to 
go to the shop then, to get the things for their Sun- 
day's dinner. 

W, Yes, but what a very bad practice it is to 
pay labourers their wages on the Sunday morning ! 
I think, however, that most masters have done away 
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with that practicje now ; and, to be sure, they all 
would, if they did but take it into proper consider- 
ation. It keeps many away from church, and it 
fills the minds of those wno do go with concerns 
which should be kept away, as much as possible, 
on the Sabbath-day. All this paying, and receiving, 
and buying, and selling, take such hold of the 
thoughts, that there is hardly room left there for 
the one thing which is every day needful^ and on the 
Sabbath-day is our special business. " God blessed 
the Sabbath-day," and He blesses those who keep it 
holy. You generally see, in a place where the &ib- 
batn is well kept, that rehgion spreads, and that 
good morals, the fruits of religion, grow and thrive. 
T. Yes, I know that it is so t and I am sure it 
concerns us all to look well to ourselves and to 
those that belong to us, that the Sabbath-day be 
kept holy. The shops should be shut ; and even 
those persons that make a trifle by selling a few 
cakes, or a httle fruit, should take them out of their 
windows on a Sunday. I think this is of more con- 
sequence than we are at first apt to believe. It is 
a temptation in the way of them that sell these 
things, and turns their minds to their worldly gains 
instead of their spirittud good. It is forbidden in 
the Scriptures. It is doing the work of the wrong 
master. We cannot serve Gk)d and Mammon. 
And then, it tempts little children to buy these 
things on the Sabbath, and so takes away that 
reverence for the day in which they ought to be 
brought up ; and the bad consequence of this may 
perhaps last them all their lives, and be their ruin 
in the end. 

W, Why, Thomas, I am quite sure that half the 
wickedness and misery we see in the world springs 
from the neglect of those things which at first 
appear so litfle. And I look upon it that this is 
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the reason why all buying and selling on a Sunday 
is forbidden by the law of the land, as well as by 
the Scriptures: and no one, I think, can do a 
greater act of charity than by endeavouring to up- 
hold and maintain whatever is Ukely to make us 
rehgious and good; for I know that this is the 
onlv way to keep us out of danger, and to make 
us happy.* 

T, Well, I see that we ought to hallow the 
Lord's name, by keeping his Sabbaths holy. I wish 
I had always seen the need of this. For, many 
times in my life have I stayed away from church 
on a Sunday ; and when I have been there I have 
allowed my thoughts to wander, instead of trying 
to fix them on the prayers I have been offering up ; 
or I have perhaps been whispering or talking to 
anybody that happened to sit near me. You know, 
when we are praying, or when the Scripture is being 
read to us, or when the word is preached, these 
are matters which, of all others, concern us the 
most ; and if we are not in earnest about them, we 
cannot be said to hallow the name of God. — ^But 
pray, now, tell me, what is the meaning of " Thy 
kiiigdom come ?'* 

W, When righteousness is spreading, and wick- 
edness decaying, then Gk>d's kingdom may be said 
to flourish upon earth ; and this is what we mean, 
when we pray that " God's kingdom may come." 
His kingdom of grace here is intended to prepare 
subjects for his kingdom of glory hereafter. Those 
who are righteous, faithfiil, and gooii, belong to 
God's kingdom upon earth : and they shall, without 
doubt, belong to his kingdom in heaven. Great 

* An excellent sheet of Admonitions against Swearing, Sab- 
bath-breaking, and Drunkenness, fby Sir James Stonnouse,) 
with abstracts of the penal laws in force against them, is circu- 
lated at the expense of the Sodety for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge. 

C 2 
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need, then, have we all to pray that this kingdom 
may come upon earth ; and what a duty it becomes 
then for us to strive that it may, by promoting the 
knowledge of (Jod, and by encouraging the growth 
of hoUness and godliness by every means in our 
power ! How careful ought we to be to examine 
whether reUgion is flourishing in our own hearts ! 
for our blessed Lord says, " The kingdom of Gh>d 
is within you ;" — ^and how ought we to endeavour 
that Christian instruction mavspread, and subjects 
daily be added to the Lord's kingdom ! And then, 
how watchful we ought to be that our example may 
be such as shall encourage others to godliness ! 
And how fearful we ought to be of doing such 
things as may tempt any one to sin ! — for this is 
furnishing subjects for Satan's kingdom instead of 
God's, 

T, Yes ; and thus we see, in this petition too, 
how plaiiily duty goes along with prayer. And 
now, William, what do you think is the meaning 
of " Thy toiU he done ?" It seems to me, that in 
heaven, where there is no sin, the angels and saints 
are all trying how much they can do the will of 
(jk)d ; and here we seem to pray that it may be so 
with us upon earth ; that none of us may try to set 
up our own will against God's ; but that we may 
strive in all things to do his will. 

W, Yes : and what a duty it is for us to try after 
this ! And what a happiness it would be if we were 
all aiming at it ! And moreover, when affliction or 
distress comes upon us, what a blessed thing it 
would be if we could all say, " Thy will be done !'* 
To say it, indeed, is easy enough ; but it is not quite 
so easv to feel it. I am sure, then, we have every 
one or us need to pray for this spirit of Christian 
resignation, that we may be enabled,/rom ourheartSy 
to say, " Thy will be done !" 
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T. And I think, too, that the next petition teaches 
us a good deal ; " Give va this day our daily bread.^^ 
Now, here, we seem to acknowledge that every 
blessing we enjoy comes from the Lord. We can 
have no food to supply our bodily wants but by 
his ^fb. We may labour, and plough, and sow, 
but it is God that " giveth the increase :" and 
therefore, though we are called upon to labour 
and toil, yet it will all turn to nothing without 
the Lord's blessing. We cannot make a blade of 
com to spring : it groweth " we know not how." 
We are therefore taught to ask of God to "give 
us our daily bread." And when we say bread, 
I consider that this means such food as the Lord 
knows to be needful : and that we are not to be 
discontented with such things as He sees fit to pro- 
vide for us ; that we are not to be hankering and 
repining after dainties and dehcacies, as if the feed- 
ing of the body were aU in all. 

W, No ; and when we say, " Give us this day our 
daily bread," this shows us that we are to pray 
everv day, that our daily wants may be supplied ; 
and here we pray, likewise, for that " bread of hfe" 
which cometn from above ; that meat and drink 
which consists in doing the will of our heavenly 
Father. 

T. Now, let us look at the next petition : " For- 
give lis our trespasses, as we forgive them thai trespass 
against us,^^ How do you understand this ? 

W. Why, I consider that we have all trespassed 
i^inst God (that is, we have all offended Him) : 
and our sins are, as we maysay, set down in his 
book, as debts against us. We pray, then, that He 
would forgive us these debts. 

T, Yes, and I think it is, above all things, need- 

' fill that we should pray for this ; because unless 

our sins are forgiven, imless they are blotted out 
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of the book of Qod's remembrance, they must stand 
against us at the last day. But the Scripture tells 
us that Christ has paid the ransom for our sins, 
and we have, therefore, great encouragement to 
pray, that, for his sake, our trespasses may be for- 
given. 

W. Yes ; and for fear we should think that his 
atonement should justify us if we continue wil- 
fully to sin. He Himself commends us to ask that 
our trespasses may be forgiven, as toe forgive them 
tfiat trespass against us. This plainly shows, that 
if we are unkind and unfoi^giving to our fellow- 
creatures, if we bear malice or hatred against them, 
we cannot expect that Gk>d should forgive us our 
trespasses. Indeed, we rather pray that He should 
not forgive us ; we turn our prayers against our- 
selves. 

T. Why, that is certainly true. But now tell 
me what you think is meant by " Lead us not into 
temptatioriy hut deliver us/rom evtZ." 

W. "Why, you know this world is a state of 
trial Whatever be our condition, it has its tempt- 
ations. Some situations, to be sure, expose us 
to more temptation than others. We therefore 
pray that the Almighty would keep us out of such 
situations as may tempt us to fall from Him ; for 
such is the wealmess of our nature, that we have 
daily and hourly need of his strength to keep us 
from falling. 

T. Yes, indeed ; and when such is our danger, 
how strange it is that any persons should put them- 
selves into the midst of temptations ! I mean, by 
going amongst wicked company, where the tempt- 
ation to sin is so great. 

W. It is, indeed^ a strange thing, and a very ead 
thing to think of. If we lead ourselves into tempt- 
ation, we have no promise of help from above ; 
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. we cannot expect to be delivered from evil. But, 

^ whilst we are aiming to do well, — striving to be 

^ followers of Christ, — and praying that we may be 

j* kept in the right path, — there is every encourage- 

^ ment for us, — there is every promise on our side. 

'' And as our heavenly Father is all-merciful in his 
willingness to help us, so we may be sure that He is 

1^ fully able to do it— for his " is the kingdom, and the 

' power, and the glory, for ever and ever, Amen,''^ 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE NEXT CONVERSATION BETWEEN THESE TWO 
LABOURERS WAS TO THE FOLLOWING EFFECT. 

Thomas, When you and I were last together, 
William, we were talking about The lA)rd's rrayer. 
Now, when we have finished that prayer, or in- 
deed any other of the Church prayers, I think it 
sounds wonderfully solemn to hear all the people 
joining together, and saying, as if with one voice, 
"Amen." 
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William. Yes, indeed it does. And, as Amen 
means So he it, when the people all join in saying 
this, it shows so much of union, such a hearty 
joining in the prayers, something so truly hke 
pubhc and social worship, that it is quite joyful 
to hear it. It is miseraole work to hear nobody 
say Amen but the clerk ; just as if the people 
thought that they had noticing to do with the 
prayers, but that it was only an affair between 
the minister and the clerk. How different this is 
from the way that the Christians of old went on ! 
I have been told that, in their chui'ches, the people 
answered Amen so loud, that it was hke a peal of 
thimder. 

T. But do you think there is any occasion for 
us to make so much noise as that ? 

W, I do not say there is ; but we should do it 
with a solemn and distinct voice, to show that we 
are not ashamed of what we are about, but that 
we reaDy do all desire to offer up Our prayers to 
God. The Rubric tells us, that, at the end of all 
the prayers, the people shall answer "Amen." 
Mind: not the clerk only, but the people too. 
Indeed, through all the Prayer Book, care is 
taken to remind us that prayer is a work in 
which we are every one of us concerned ; and that 
we are not to be content with bringing our bodies 
to the house of prayer, but that we are to bring 
our minds, and thoughts, and affections there too. 
Thus, when we say, " Let mpray,^' this shows that 
rayer is not the business of the minister only, 
•ut of us— of every one of us. 

T. Yes, and the Church, to be sure, does furnish 
us with prayers wonderfully suited to the wants and 
desires of Christians of aU sorts and conditions. 

W, Yes : if we attend well to the whole of the 
service we shall find it so. But now let us look 

c 3 
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a little farther into the Prayer Book ; and let us 
begin whei*e we left off last. I think, after the 
Lord's Prayer, these words come : 

^ Triest, O Lord, open thou our hps. 

Ans. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Priest. O God, make speed to save us. 

Ans. O Lord, make haste to help us." 
Yes, these little verses come next. We pray that 
the Lord would **open our hps." The gift of 
speech comes from Him : we cannot open our Hps 
unless He gives us the power. It is but right, then, 
that if He gives us the gift of speech, we should 
emplov it to his glory, and that " our mouth 
shoula show forth his praise." And then, as our 
help and salvation can only come from the Lord, 
we pray that He would "make speed to save us," and 
that lie would " make haste to help us." Then, we 
are all to rise from our knees, and stand up : and, 
as soon as we are in that posture of praise, we all 
join in giving " Glory to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost." And, as the faith- 
fill have, at all times, lifted up their praises to this 
ever-blessed Godhead, so they ever snail ; and the 
glory of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost shall 
never fail; "as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end." I remember 
a story of one of the godly men of old ; an aged, 
venerable man he was ; and he was called to shed 
his blood in the glorious cause of the Gospel. 
When he was tied to the stake, and was just going 
to be put to a cruel death, the Lord, who has pro- 
fhised never to leave or forsake his people, sup- 
ported him in his last agonies. There was no 
murmur, no grief, at being called upon to suffer 
in the cause of his beloved Master ; but, in his 
last prayer, he blessed the Lord who had brought 
him to see that day, and that hour : and the last 
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words he spoke were, " Glory to the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost." 

T, Pray, who was this good man, William ? and 
how long ago did he Hve ? 

TT. Oh, he hved a long time ago ; he was ahve 
at the time of the first Apostles of our Lord. 
His name was Polycarp. He was made a bishop 
by St. John himself, and had always great dehght 
in talking over the sayings of that " disciple whom 
Jesus loved." 

T. Well, the last words of his prayer certainly 
show us that the way in which we express the 
glory of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, is the 
way in which the first Christians did it. And we 
trust that " as it was in the beginning, and is now, 
so it ever shall be, world without end." But now 
let us see what comes next ? 

THE PSALMS. 

W, Yes, but before we begin them, the minister 
says — " Praise ye the Lord :" — ^to Which the people 
answer, "The Lord's name be praised." Now, 
these words are used to put us in mind that we 
are getting to that part of our worship which 
consists in praising the Lord. We have, already, 
confessed our sins, and come (if we have come 
aright) in sincere penitence to God, through a 
Saviour's all-atoning merits. For his pardoning 
mercv, and for all his mercies, we have need to 
"praise the Lord:" and the minister, therefore, 
calls upon us to do so : then rejoicing in the glo- 
rious work, we, one and all of us, exclaim, " The 
Lord's name be praised." — Then we begin to praise 
the Lord in those beautiful words of Scripture 
which are called "The Psalms." And here, too, 
we should seek to have our hearts and minds 
engaged in the service. In reading them, the 
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minister takes one verse, and the people another, 
and so we are all employed in the work of praise. 

T. Yes, and very noole that does sound, if all 
the people join heartily and devoutly. But many 
poor creatures can't read, and so they can't join. 

W, No, that's very true. But then, as the clerk 
generally leads the people, those who cannot read 
may still carry their minds along with the praises 
thus pubUcly oflfered, — ^if the derk reads in a 
distinct and devout manner. However, I hope, 
if Sunday-schools and davnschools go on and pros- 
per, our con^gations will, in time, be able to read, 
and so all join in the service, and make it just 
what it ought to be, and what it was certainly 
intended to be. 

T, And they tell me, that in many of these 
schools the children learn to sing too ; so that, in 
time, we maj expect the whole congregation to 
join in singmg the praises of God, instead of 
leaving this part of the service to only a few 
of the people,* as is too much the way now-a- 
days. When a psalm is given out, the clerk says, 
"Let us sing to the praise and glory of God." 
This shows that we should all join if we can ; it is 
not, ** Let us listen ^ilst others sing ;" but it is, 
" Let tis sing,^^ 

W, To be sure : and, as Good's goodness is shown 
to us all, we certainly ought, all of us, to join 
in showing forth his pra-se. It is true, that if we 
have never learned to sing, and never practised it, 
we shall not make much of it at first. At any 
rate, however, if we cannot join in the music, we 
can, as St. Paul says, " sing with the spirit, and 
witti the imderstanding."* 

T. Why, certainly : and thus we may all ** sing 
unto the Lord, and heartily rejoice in the strength 

• 1 Cor. xiv. 15. 
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of our salvation." These words, you know, come 
out of the 96th Psalm, and I have often thought 
how suitable it is for us to begin with this Psa^, 
as we do, before any of the rest. It seems to invite* 
us to the work of praise: to "come before his 
presence with thanksgiving, and show ourselves 
^ad in Him with Psalms." It invites us Hkewise 
to prayer as well as praise : " to worship and fall 
down, and kneel before the Lord our Maker." 

W. Yes ; and I have been told, that in ancient 
times they used to sing this Psalm before the ser- 
vice began ; and thus all the people that were in 
the church by singing this together, invited those 
who were in the church-yard or about, to come in 
and join in prayer and praise. And some who 
were in bed, when they heard this invitation 
Psalm, would get up and make haste into church. 
In those days, you know, service began very early 
in the naoming. 

^, Well, I think that if Christians, in those 
days, could dehght in getting up betimes, to pay 
in public their morning tribute of praise to Him 
who had preserved them in safety through the 
night, it is a sad thing to think o^ that many, in 
these days, cannot get ready for morning church, 
when it does not begin till ten or eleven o'clock ! 
— But let us go on to talk about the Psalms. I 
think I can see, in these Psalms, something suit- 
able to every state of the heart, or of the circum- 
stances. If we are cast down with affliction, or 
distress of body or mind, we can see that David, 
though a king, had his trials too ; and we may 
learn from him where to look for help. If we 
are oppressed with the burden of our sins, we piay 
learn how David mourned for his, and repented, 
and found mercy. If the Lord gives us repentance 
* This was called the " Invitatory Psalm." 
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for sin, and " makes us glad with the joy of his 
countenance," we are taught to give praise to Him 
whose " mercy endureth for rver." In short, if any 
blessing is bestowed upon ourselves, or our fellow- 
creatures, we are taught in the Psalms, to ^ praise 
the Lord for his goodness, and declare the wonders 
that He doeth for the children of men." The Psalms 
seem suited both for public worship and private 
meditation, and we do well to take the Apostle's 
advice thus to admonish one another in Psalms, 
and Hymns, and spiritual songs." 

W, Yea, certainly. — ^And these Psalms, we may 
observe, contaiu many things relating to our Sa- 
viour, who was to come into the world more than 
a thousand years after they were written: and 
thus, having the spirit of prophecy in them, they 
must be inspired. In former times people were 
not satisfied till they could repeat the whole book 
of Psalms by heart. Our blessed Lord, whilst He 
was upon earth, seemed to have a delight in these 
Psalms. When He hung upon the cross. He said 
a part of the 22nd, and died whilst repeating apart 
of the 31st. Thus He, who spake as never man 
spake, chose to conclude his hm, to solace Himself 
in his greatest agony, and at last to breathe out 
his sold, in the Psalmist's words, rather than his 
own. There is a great deal, indeed, in these sacred 
hymns ; they are ftiU of instruction and of comfort. 
Here we see the blessings of reUgion ; it was this 
which afibrded dehght to the Psalmist David, when 
aU his earthly greatness could give him none : — - 
and his beautiful Psalms offer the same comfort 
to others which they afforded to himself. Excel- 
lent^ however, as these Psalms are, the Church 
does not stop here. We have other parts of Scrip- 
ture read for our instruction. When we consider 
that there was a time when the Scriptures were not 
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allowed to be read at all in our language, what a 
blessing it is that these things are now open to us 
all ! We can read the Scriptures at home, and 
they are read to us in the church. There are always 

TWO LESSONS 

read to us as a part of the service : one out of the 
Old Testament J and one out of the New ; and' by 
going to church twice every Sunday, we hear four 
chapters, besides the Psahns, and Epistles, and 
Gospels, and all those other portions which are to 
be round, in different parts, all over the Prayer 
Book. Why, I call this a noble Scriptural stock ! 
Surely we cannot be thankful enough for all these 
privileges ! With all these opportunities, it is a 
disgrace for a true churchman to be ignorant of 
the word of God. If we see our privileges, and 
rightly use them, we shall find great comfort, and 
improvement too, from what we hear. I have 
known many a man, and woman too, who could 
not read a letter of the book ; yet, by a constant 
attendance at church, they have arrived at a great 
acquaintance with Scripture, and have walked in 
its light : its threatenings have alarmed them from 
sin, its invitations have won them to godliness, 
and its promises have supported them in the day of 
trial and auction : in the hour of death they 
have been supported by a rehance on that Saviour 
in whose merits the Church teaches them to con- 
fide ; and at the day of judgment we trust they 
will not be forsaken. 

T, To be sure, to be sure, all these blessings 
may be got from the word of God. It is, indeed, 
a glorious privilege to hear so much of the glad 
tidings of salvation every time we go into the 
house of the Lord. But how httle value do we 
often set upon those blessings which our heavealy 
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Father so mercifully bestows upon us ! How manj 
people have I seen, in a place of worship, neghgent 
and careless about all these " glad tidmgs ;" per- 
haps whispering and looking about them, whilst 
the minister was reading to them these " words of 
eternal Mfe !" — ^Whilst God's messenger waa de- 
claring to them God's own words, they have 
turned a deaf ear, as if they would not be in- 
structed ; as if, whilst their bodies were brought 
to the Lord's house, " their hearts were far from 
Him." Many, alas ! there are who act so foolish, 
so wicked a part ; — ^but, however, I need not talk 
about others, I have been guilty of this myself. 
It is not having the means of grace in our power 
that will lead us to heaven ; it is making use of 
them. 

W, To be sure. Our Church, I say, offers us 
great privileges. It is a great privilege to have 
such large portions of Scripture read to us every 
time we go into the church ; yet this will avail us 
but httle, if we do not give diligent heed to profit 
by what is read. If God has given us ** ears to 
hear, — let us hear." Our CJhurch teaches us to 
bless God that He hath given us the " Holy Scrip- 
tures for our learning ;" but she hkewise teaches 
us to pray that He would enable us to "mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them," for then comes 
the blessing to ourselves. — His " holy word" is in- 
deed a "comfort" to us, if we "embrace, and 
ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting hfe, 
which He hath given us in our Lord Jesus Christ."* 
The Lord, by giving us the Scriptures, hath, indeed, 
" cast his bright beams of light upon the Church ;" 
but that Church teaches us to pray, "that we may 
be enhghtened by the doctrine of his blessed 
Apostles, and so walk in the Hght of his truth, 

* Second Sunday in Advent. 
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and at length attain to the hght of everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord."* The commands 
and promises of God are given to us in the Bible, 
but the Church sends us to Prayer that we may 
Hove the things which He commands, and desire that 
which He doth promiseP^ God, in former times, 
taught his people '^ by sending them the Hght of his 
Holy Spirit" in a miraculous manner. Notv, He 
teaches us by the ordinary method of his written 
word. But we have need of "the same Spirit," 
and are taught to pray for it, that we may " have a 
right judgment in all things ; and evermore rejoice 
in his holy comfort."! ^^^ Church teaches us that 
we are " called by God's holy word," but she di- 
rects us to pray that we may " forthwith give up 
oui-selves obeiently to fulfil his holy command- 
ments." § We are likewise taught to pray that, 
" by the wholesome medicines of the doctrine de- 
hvered by the Apostles, all the diseases of our 
souls may be healed through the merits of Christ." |l 
Now, these prayers remind us of the blessing oi 
having the Scriptures read to us: and they call 
upon us, in a pMticular manner, to seek for Divine 
help, that we may be enabled so to use our advan- 
tages, that the Scriptures may become the instru- 
ments of making us really " wise imto salvation." 

• St. John the Evangelist. f Fourth Sunday after Easter. 
X Whit-Sunday. $ St. Andrew. U St. Luke. 
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Thomas. In our last conversation, William, you 
talked to me about the Lessons that are read in the 
church, but you never said a word about the Hymn 
that comes directly after the first Jjesson, nor of 
that which comes directly after the second. 

William. Why, you know, Thomas, I did not 
undertake to enter into particulars about every 
part of the Prayer Book : it would take us a great 
deal of time to do that : it would take a very large 
book to hold all that might be said about the ex- 
cellence of our Church service. There are many 
great and learned books on this subject, beyond 
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your reach and mine : I only tell you a few things 
in my poor way, just as they happen to strike me. 

T. Well, I think the Te Deum (the hymn, I 
mean, that comes after the first Lesson) is one of 
the most beautiful and noble pieces I ever read in 
my life. Last Sunday I was listening very closely 
to the first Lesson^ and hearing about the wonderful 
works of God, and all his mercies ; how the false 
gods of the heathens, and their worshippers, all fell, 
and became as nothing before the true Gk)d ; how 
the enemies of the Lord were all confounded, and 
how his faithful people ever experienced his favour 
and his care. When I heard of these things, my 
heart seemed to warm within me, and I thought 
we might well exdaim, ** We praise Thee, O Gfod, 
we acknowledge Thee to be the Lord." 

W. Yes ; these words come in wonderfully well 
just after hearing a chapter from the Old Testa- 
ment. The Te Deum is, indeed, a noble hymn ; 
and a blessed thing it would be if we comd ail 
find our hearts expressing their praise to God in 
unison with these grand and solemn words. We 
find the " earth" and the " heavens,*' the " angels" 
and "Apostles," the "Cherubim and Serapmm,'* 
all joining in the praise of the "Lord God of 
Hosts." Then we acknowledge what "the holy 
Church throughout all the world" has ever ac- 
knowledged — " the Father of an infinite Maiesty ;" 
his " honourable, true, and only Son," our blessed 
Redeemer ; and the " Holy Ghost," our " Com- 
forter." Then we pray to the Lord, who hath 
" redeemed us with his most precious blood," that 
He would help us, and make us to be " numbered 
with his saints in glory everlasting." Well may 
we " magnify" Him " day by day," and " worship" 
Him " world without end." And, when we con- 
sider what poor creatures we are without his help, 
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well may we beg of Him to " keep us this day 
without sin." Aiid when we think how often we 
offend, well may we plead for mercy: "O Lord, 
have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us." And 
surely, if our trust is in Him, we shall find his 
mercy ; if we can really from our hearts say, 
" O Lord, in Thee have I trusted," we may then 
rely humbly on the Gospel promises, that we shall 
" never be confoimded. 

1\ Yes ; all those parts of the Te Deum which 
you have mentioned, do, to be sure, express, in a 
beautiful way, the praise which it becomes us to 
offer to the Lord. But I see that there is, in the 
Prayer Book, another Hjrmn that may be read in- 
stead of the Te Deum ; it is called 

THE BENEDICITE. 

W. Yes ; this is the « Song of the Three Chil- 
dren." You remember how three young men of 
the Jews were thrust into a burning fiery fumaceL 
because they would worship the true God, instead 
of the heathen idol which Nebuchadnezzar, the 
king of Babylon, had set up. 

21 Yes ; these three men were Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abednego ; they were in captivity in 
Babylon with the rest of the Jews, and they were 
to be burned for worshipping the true God. But 
they trusted in the Lord, and He kept them safe, 
and brought them out of this dreadful trial. These 
three men were all bound fast with chains, that 
there might not be a chance of their escaping out 
of the fire ; but the Lord set them at liberty. 

W, Yes ; the king looked, and he saw /our men, 
and they were all loose ; the fire had no power to 
hurt them, — ^tbe Lord had delivered them : "the 
form of the fourth was like the Son of God." 
" They walked in the midst of the fire, praising 
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God, and blessing the Lord." The three, as out 
of one mouth, praised and glorified, and blessed 
God in the fiimace ; and they were believed by 
the Jews to have sung together this beautiful 
hynm : " O all ye works of the Lord, bless ye 
the Lord, praise Him and magnify Him for ever !" 
This is, indeed, a song of praise for us for ever ; 
it calls upon evenr creature of every kind to give 
glory to Gk>d. For, whichever way we look, we 
see the goodness of the Lord around us ; and, if 
we feel as we ought to do, it will be our desire 
and our delight to render imto Him the sacrifice 
of thanksgivmg and praise. 

T. WeU, these two Hymns do seem exactly 
proper to come after a Lesson from the Old Testa- 
ment. 

W. Yes ; and the two which are chosen to come 
after the second Lesson are just as suitable. 

THE BENEDICT us 

begins in this manner, << Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed his 
people." You remember, in the first chapter of 
St. Luke, the account of old Zacharias, the father 
of John the Baptist. When John was circumcised, 
on the eighth day, the aged Zacharias was ^ filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied," and he 
uttered this song of praise for the Lord's mercies 
in visiting and redeeming his people. 

T. Well, certainly then this must be well suited 
to come after the second Lesson, which, being out 
of the New Testament, declares to us the redeem- 
ing mercies of God in Christ. And I think the 
other Hynm likewise comes quite well in this place, 
and I think it is more commonly used ; I mean 
that which begins, " be joyful in the Lord, all 
ye lands !" 
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W, Yes ; these beautiful words were sung by 
David. He delighted in the praise and worship 
of God, and he wished to see all mankind doing 
the same. He calls upon all " lands" to be "joy- 
ful in the Lord," and to serve Him with " gladness." 
And this does, indeed, truly belong to Christian 
worshippers. If David could rejoice and be glad 
in the Lord, and " come before his presence with 
a song " of triumph, much more ought Chri^ians 
to "go into his courts with praise," to be " thank- 
ful imto Him, and to speak good of his Name ;" 
because they have all those blessings in possession 
which David could only look forward to with the 
eye of faith. The Lord's peculiar people then 
was only the nation of the Jews ; but our blessed 
Saviour commands his Gospel to be preached to 
aU the world. Well, then, may we sing, "0 be 
joyful in the Lord, all ye lands I" 

T. To be sure, this does come exactly as it 
should do after the second Lesson, which is full of 
the glad tidings of salvation to all people, 

W. Yes ; and if you look at the hymns which 
come after the lessons in the Evening Service, you 
will find them just as well suited to their purpose. 
But we should remember, that it is not sufficient 
for us to know that the Pravers, and Hymns, and 
Psalms, and Lessons, are s3l suitable, and excel- 
lent, and beautiful ; we should be very desirous 
and anxious to have our minds and thoughts fixed 
upon what we are doing. If we only use the 
words, without thinking what we are about, this 
is nothing but "vain babbling ;" but, if our hearts 
go along with us whilst we repeat the beautiful 
words which the Church appoints, surely the Lord 
will bless us, and make our prayers an instrument 
of spiritual good to us. Thus, when we come to 
the 
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MAGNIFICAT, 

and say, My soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour," we 
should earnestly desire that our soul may magnify 
the Lord, and that we may truly " rejoice in God 
our Saviour," that we may be sincerely thankful 
that He hath wrought out salvation for his people ; 
and that, through his grace, our hearts, and hves, 
and tempers, and behaviour, may be a preparation 
for that heavenly kingdom which He has provided 
for them that love Him and obey Him. This is 
the Hymn which the Virgin Mary sang, rejoicing 
that a Saviour was to be bom ; but the blessing 
of redemption is to us and to our children : it 
becomes us, therefore, still to pour forth the same 
praises. The Lord, "remembering his mercy, 
hath holpen his servant Israel :" but all true 
believers in Christ are now the Lord's people, 
"the Israel of God;" let us, therefore, rejoice 
and be glad, and let our souls, too, " magnify the 
Lord." 

T. It surely ought to be so as much now as 
ever. But let us see what comes after the second 
Lesson in the Evening Service. 

W, It is the 

NUNC DIMITTIS. 

This was the song of the aged Simeon. This 
ancient saint waited to see the day of the Lord ; 
and he saw it, and was then willing to " depart in 
peace f * he took the blessed Infemt Jesus in his 
arms, and joyfully exclaimed, ** Lord, now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation !" He speaks of this sal- 
vation as " prepared before the face of dU people." 
It does not, like the privileges of old, belong to 
Jews only ; it is " a light to lighten the OentiUsy^ 
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as well as a ** glory of thy people Israel,^^ Let 
it be our desire to walk in that light, to lay 
aside all works of darkness and wicke£iess ; that 
the light of the Gospel may lighten us Gentiles to 
glory. 

T. To be sure, that should be our desire. It 
certainly is a great blessing to have the Lord's 
will made known to us in his holy word ; but it 
is of little use to us to have the light of the CJos- 
pel if we do not seek to walk in that light. It 
IS sad, indeed, to have light offered to us, and yet 
for us to " love darkness rather than light, because 
our deeds are evil." If we love to continue in 
sin, we certainly shall never love the Gospel of 
Christ, because it is all throughout so directly con- 
trary to sin. Let us now, however, if you please, 
go on to consider what comes next in the rrayer 
Book. I see that there are some other verses 
which may be read instead of the MagnificcU and 
Nunc dimittis. One begins, " O sing unto the Lord 
a new song ;" and the other, " God be merciful 
unto us." 

W, Yes ; one is the 98th Psalm and the other 
the 67th. But I think the two others which we 
have been speaking of are the oftenest used, and 
therefore we have talked more particularly about 
them, 

T, Why, to be sure ; if we were to enter parti- 
cularly into every part of the book, it would take 
us a longer time than we can well spare at present. 
These things are all beautiful ; they all come out 
of the Scripture. And if we have not time to talk 
about all these things when we are together, we 
may think about them when we are alone, I often, 
now, consider over a verse of Scripture when I am 
sitting by myself or lying in bed ; it is a great 
comfort to me, and I find it a great safeguard. It 
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is wonderful to think what a great deal there is in 
a verse of the Bible, if it is considered over well ; 
and what a great blessing it is, that our Prayer 
Book shoula be so very much of it out of the 
Bible ; because, hearing it every time we go to 
church, we soon get to know it almost all by heart, 
and have our minds thus stored with so many texts 
of Scripture. 

W. Yes, this is the great blessing of the Prayer 
Book, that it is so truly Scripture, 

THE apostles' CREED. 

The Beliefs or what is called the Apostles* Creed, 
is the next part of the service. I do deUght in 
hearing a whole congregation thus declaring their 
faith in those glorious truths which are set forth 
in the Gospel : and whilst we thus declare our 
belief, we all stand up, as if to show that we are 
not ashamed of our profession, but that it is our 
glory to declare that we look to God as our Father, 
to Christ as our Redeemer, and to the Holy 
Ghost as our Sanctifier. And this is of very great 
use, too ; for, when the Christian's faith in the 
Holy Trinity is obhged to be openly declared bv 
us, this must keep the doctrine of the Church 
from going to decay, by constantly reminding us 
what it is. 

T. Yes, this is certainly a great matter. But 
yet it IB an easy thing for a man to " say that he 
nath faith," and so to repeat the Creed with his 
lips, without having any of these Gospel truths 
written on his heart. 

W, Yes, indeed it is ; but yet I should hope 
that every member of the Church beUeves the 
doctrines which he professes, and in which he was 
baptized. To have a living faith in these things 
is indeed what we ought to seek for; to have 
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the heart and the conduct moved and influenced 
by them. This is a great subject for prayer ; and 
our Church teaches us constsmtly to pray for this 
very thing. We ask of the Lord, that, as He hath 
taught us the "confession of a true faith, He 
would keep us sterlfast in the same." Now, though 
confession with the lips will not make us stedfast 
in the faith, yet we must know what the true faith 
is before we can be stedfast in it ; and repeating 
the words must be of great use in keeping the 
truth in our minds. This seemed so needftd to 
some of the holv Fathers of old, that they thought 
it proper that this Creed should be repeated every 
night and morning. 

T. Well, and I know many persons, now-a-days, 
that use it every night and morning for one of 
their prayers ; but I never could see that this was 
a prayer, and, therefore, I think it ought not to 
be used for one. 

W, Why, certainly not. This is a great mis- 
take. The Behef is a confession of the true faith, 
and, therefore, quite proper to be used in the 
public worship of the Church, by all who would 
profess that they believe in the truths of the 
Gospel : and it is right for us to teach it to our 
chiloren, that they may know what they ought to 
beheve ; but they are not to offer up the Creed as 
a prayer, because it is not a prayer, for there is not 
a single petition in it. It is true, that as it is 
our duty to declare in public what we beheve, so 
it is our duty to pray that our faith may not be 
barren ; but that it may bring forth fruit ; that the 
Lord may make us true behevers ; that He would 
graft these fruits in our hearts, that they may lead 
us to real godliness here, and to eternal glory 
hereafter. And it seems to me that the prayers 
in our books are made in this very spirit. 
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T. I think so too. To be sure, though we 
ought to have a right faith, and to understand 
clearly what is the true doctrine of the Scripture ; 
and though we ought all boldly and pubhcly to 
declare that such is the faith we would hve and 
die in ; yet, if the effect of this do not appear in 
the amendment of the heart and the improvement 
of the conduct, it is no better than a dead faith, 
such as the devils have, — who believe and tremble. 

W, Very true, Thomas : a living faith is what 
we ought to pray for : and if the Lord be with us, 
to help us, we may hope for this blessing on our 
prayers ; and for this reason, as soon as we have 
finished the Belief, and are going to prayers, the 
Rubric, I see, bids us to be ** aH devoutly kneeling,''* 
But the minister first begs the Lord^s blessing on 
the people — 

" The Lord he with you.** 
And all the people then beg that the Lord would 
be with their minister, 

" And with thy spirit,** 
Then they all go to prayers, the minister first 
saying, 

" Let us pray.** 
After being thus called upon to pray, we say, 
" Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Chi'ist, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us." 

T, It seems to me that these three petitions 
come in exactly right here, because we have just 
been confessing our behef in the three Persons of 
the Godhead — ^the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost 

W, Yes, this is exactly so. J have, however, 
sometimes heard the clerk and the people say, 
Lord, have mercy upon us, again ; thus making /owr 
petitions. 



d by Google 



64 VILLAOB CONVERSATIONS 

T, Yes, and so have I ; but this must be wrong ; 
and, to be sure, as we have seen that such great 
pains were taken to make the service of the Church 
as good as possible, and since it was done by men 
who understood the thing so well, it seems a pity 
to add anything to it : for we shall only stand a 
chance of making it loorse, after alL 

W, To be sure. — But let us go on. The next 
thing in the service is The Lord^s Frayer, We 
have here the privilege of again offering up the 
petitions conveyed in this prayer ; and, as these 
petitions contain the very Hfe and soul of religion, 
we should always offer them up with real earnest- 
ness, and with a sincere desire after those things 
which we ask for, and which the Lord has promised 
to the prayers of his people. But as we have al- 
ready conversed on The LorcTs Prayer, we had 
better now go on to what follows. 

T. Well, I see that some sentences follow ; and 
it is a great deUght to hear the Priest and the 
People lifbir^ up their voices by turns, expressing 
their dependence upon God, and asking for his 
blessing on themselves and their fellow-creatures. 
And I think that in these 

SENTENCES 

I can again see Scripture throughout. 

W, 1 es, they are chieflv taken from the Psalms. 
In the first of these we beg of the Lord to show 
his " mercy upon us." This is the real spirit of 
prayer. We are sinners, and "mercy" is what 
we stand in need of. Our Prayer Book, you see, 
ivill keep to Scripture, and tvill require us to con- 
fess ourselves " miserable sinners," who, without 
Divine mercy, must be lost. 

T. Yes, and salvation must be the Lord's gift ; 
and we therefore next beg of Him to " grant us his 
salvation." 
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W. And then we pray to the Lord to " save the 
Queen." It is our duty to pray for the Queen. It 
is " by the Lord that kings reign." And, if we beg 
the Lord's blessing upon those who are appointed 
to rule over us, we may hope that their reigns 
will be prosperous and happy ; that they will be 
able so to rule, that peace and true godliness may 
flourish and prevail and convince us all how 
highly favoured is that land which is governed by 
a Christian sovereign. Then we pray for the Lord's 
ministers, the teachers of reUgion, and for. the 
people too. I am sure we ought to pray for our 
ministers, who are appointed to watch over our 
souls ; theirs is, indeed, a hard task, and often a 
very unthankful office. How often are we angry 
with them when they are most true to their duty, 
by telhng us of our faults ! and how often, through 
our carelessness or obstinacy, is all their good 
advice thrown away upon us ! This must be a 
great grief to a faithful minister, and be apt to 
cast him down and discourage him ; he knows, 
however, where to look for support, — and he will 
find it ; but still we «ught aU to join in prayer 
that the Lord would "endue his ministers with 
righteousness," and give a blessingto their labours ; 
and, if ministers and people did join heartily in 
prayer for one another, — if pious teachers met with 
the cordial assistance and prayers of their flocks, 
and both of them thus endeavoured to promote 
the work of the Lord, — ^we should soon see the 
blessing of it, in the happiness and comfoit of every 
place where the Christian religion thus prevailed ; 
we should cheer and assist one another in our 

i'oumey through this world, and should go to the 
)lessed seats of heavenly happiness together, and 
be there bid to "enter into the joy of our Lord." 
Yes, my friend, I am sure we ought to pray for 
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our ministers : and our Church very justly requires 
us to do so. But she goes on further, begging the 
Lord to make his "chosen people joyml," — "to 
save his people," — "to bless his inheritauice," — and 
to " give us peace." Then we finish these short 
prayers with this important request, that the Lord 
would " make our hearts clean within us." If our 
hearts be clean, then our conduct will be pure and 
holy : and our words and thoughts, too, will be 
according to godliness. But we cannot cleanse 
our own hearts, and we can never have them right 
without the special grace of God, which, as our 
Catechism sa^s, "we must learn at all times to 
call for by dihgent prayer :** we therefore ask that 
the " Lord would not take his Holy Spirit from us ;" 
that He would not leave us a moment to ourselves, 
but that He would support us constantly by that 
heavenly grace which alone can keep us from 
falling. 

T, Yes, this is exactly so. If we really think 
what we are about when we are in the church, 
there are words to express everything we would 
ask for. I have foimd this very particularly in 

THE COLLECTS. 

What beautiful prayers these are ! They seem to 
express all the wishes and feelings we ought to 
have. There is sorrow for sin, and prayer for 
pardon ; trust in the death and merits of our Be- 
deemer ; and earnest entreaty thart we may be daily 
renewed by the Holy Spirit, so that we may ble 
enabled " plenteously to bring forth the frmt of 
good works," not for the praise of men, but that 
"of the Lord we may be plenteously rewarded." 
I have found wonderful comfort, as well as in- 
struction, from these Collects. You and I have 
already said a good desd about them in the course 
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of our conversation, and therefore we need say 
the less now : but I can truly decku^e, that I have 
found them to express just what I wished to say 
at church ; and not only so, but I have found them 
to assist me greatly when I am praying by myself 
at home, or when we are all together in family 
prayer. 

W, Oh then, you have begun with famUy prayer. 
I am very glad to hear it. There are several good 
books suited for that purpose ; but, as you say, it 
would be a hard matter to find any better than our 
own. 

T. I assure you I find it so. However, I some- 
times use other good books at family prayer. It 
makes a variety in the expressions, and so, perhaps, 
leads us to be more attentive. 

W. It may be so. In the church it is needful 
that we should keep to the same form of words, 
for many excellent reasons ; but it is not so neces- 
sary out of the church ; and, therefore, many good 
books have been put together for our assistsmce at 
home ; but, as vou say, we shall find few that con- 
tain more of the real spirit of the Gospel than 
those of our Church, if we had but the grace to 
see it. 

T. True ; and, if we look well into these Collects 
that we are speaking of, we cannot help seeing how 
beautiful they are, and how full of petitions for 
those things which we must always be wishing to 
ask for. I do not, however, desire that you should 
tell me any more about these collects now, because 
it would take us too long. But did you never 
observe what excellent Collects those are that come 
after the Collect for the dayl Our little girl 
learned these Collects at school, and when she 
came home at night she taught them to her mother 
and me. I verily believe that this has been a great 
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help to us in the way of religion. When the 
httle creature told us that the boys and girls always 
went to prayers at school, both night and morning, 
we could not help seeing that this was a heavenlv 
way of bringing up children, and a way on whicn 
we might expect a blessing. And we then con- 
sidered that, if children were taught to pray, it 
was not that they might leave it off agam when 
they should grow up. Then we began to see that 
we ourselves had need of prayers : and our little 
girl repeated to us those Collects which she had 
leamea at school ; and we found in them just wJicU 
we wanted to ask for, and we were taught, too, ?iow 
we ought to ask. 
W, Exactly so : in 

THE BEOOND COLLECT, FOR PEACE, 

we learn that God is " the Author of peace and 
lover of concord;" we learn that to know Him is 
"eternal life," and that to serve Him is "perfect 
freedom." But we know that the enemies of our 
souls are ever on the watch to take away from us 
this our eternal life, and to deprive us of this our 
perfect freedom ; we therefore beg of the Lord that 
He would defend us against the assaults of our 
spiritual enemies, and give us that " sure trust in 
his defence," that we "need not fear the power 
of any adversary ;" and we see why we need not 
fear that power, because we are defended by a 
greater--Gveji the " might of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.'* — Then there is 

THE THIRD COLLECT, FOR GRACE. 

What a beautiful morning prayer that is ! What 
a blessing it is to think that, whilst we have been 
asleep and unable to protect ourselves, we have 
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been defended, and "safely brought to the begin- 
ning of another dav," by a " heavenly Father, an 
Almighty and everlasting God !" And then, by 
thinking of his past care, we are emboldened to 
ask for more mercies, and to beg that He would 
keep us during the day " from all sin, and from 
every kind of danger." To be sure, we are in 
danger every moment, and it is the Lord jdone who 
keeps us from harm : and, if we know ourselves, 
we must be sensible that we are constantly Uable 
to fall into sin ; it is the Lord only who can uphold 
us. Well, then, do we ask Him to keep us " from 
all sin," and "from every kind of danger," and 
" that all our doings may be ordered by his go- 
vernance," that we may thus be enabled to " do 
always such things as are righteous in his sight !" 
Again, in 

THE SECOND COLLECT AT EVENING PRAYER, 

we are reminded that every good thing comes from 
God. We can neither think nor do what is good 
but through Him : we are, therefore, taught to 
pray to Him " from whom all holy desires, afl good 
counsels, and all just works do proceed." We are 
taught, likewise, where to look for true happiness 
and peace. The servants of God, therefore, pray 
that the Lord would give them " that peace which 
the world cannot give." This is to be found only 
in a trust and dependence on God ; we, therefore, 
beg that the Lord would give us this true principle 
of religion, " that our hearts may be set to obey 
his commandments," And, if we are indeed de- 
sirous of performing the duties of religion, we may 
be fdlowed to ask for its comfoits ; we therefore 
go on to pray that we may be " defended from the 
fear of our enemies, and may pass our time in 
rest and quietness." And, as Christ purchased 
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this peace, and left it as a legacy to his servants, 
we bieg for this blessing " through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour." 
Then we have 

THE THIRD COLLECT AT EVENING PBA.YER. 

When the darkness of night comes on, and when 
all our strength is about to be laid asleep ; when 
we are thus plainly taught that we have " no power 
of ourselves to help ourselves," what a blessing and 
a comfort it is to be able to commit ourselves to the 
care of that Almighty Guardian " who neither slum- 
bers nor sleeps," and to beg of Him that He would 
" defend us n*om all the perils and dangers of the 
night !" And when we say, " Lighten our dark- 
ness," we should think of that darkness which is in 
our minds, and pray that God would enlighten us 
more and more, that we may grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
If a man knows nothing about the religion of Christ, 
he is still in darkness ; and if, indeed, he knows 
something of the Gospel, it should be his work to 
seek for more knowledge. The more a man knows, 
the more humble and the more teachable he will 
be. He will wish for more light. The best of us, 
then, as well as the worst, may devoutly pray, 
"Lighten our darkness, we beseech Thee, Lord I" 
T. Indeed we may; and this prayer will do 
either when we are at church, or at nome with our 
families, or by ourselves. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

WHEN THBY NEXT MET, THOMAS THUS BEGAN 
THE CONVERSATION. 



Thomas, I see, William, that just after the Col- 
lect there are several prayers, which are not 
idwavs read. There is a " l4ayer for the Queen," 
anotner for the " Royal Family," and another for 
the " People." Why are not these prayers always 
read? 
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• WiUiam, Because, you know, that in the Litany 
we pray for the Queen, and the Royal Family, and 
the People. We, therefore, need not use these 
prayers at times when the Litany is appointed to 
be read. 

T. Very true. The Church, however, takes care 
that such petitions, in one shape or other, shall 
always be offered up : and I am sure it ought to 
be so. When there is a good Christian King or 
Queen, what a noble example this affords to the 
people ! what an encouragement to religion ! We 
may indeed expect the Lord's blessing upon the 
people that are in such a case." But every good 
gift Cometh from above, and is promised to our 
prayers. Surely, then, we ought to beg the Lord's 
blessing on our Queen ; and, in 

THE PRATER FOR THE QUEEN'S MAJESTY, 

we beg for the greatest of blessings. But first we 
acknowledge our " heavenly, our high and mighty 
Father," as the " King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
the only Ruler of princes," who sitteth upon his 
throne in heaven, and sees all of us who " dwell 
upon earth." Then we beg of Him that He would 
^ve these mightiest of all blessings to our gra- 
cious Queen ; that he would fill " her with the 
grace of his Holy Spirit," so as to make her 
"always incline to his will, and walk in his wavs." 
We beg of the Lord to send her abimdance of hea- 
venly gifts, that, after a long life of health and 
prosperity and success, she may, when her earthly 
warmre is over, be admitted through the merits 
of Christ into a kingdom of never-ending happiness 
and joy. 
Then we offer up 
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A PRAYER FOR THE ROYAL FAMILY. 

In this we ask for the choicest of blessings ; for 
surely every good wish is included in these words: 
" Endue them with thy Hdy Spirit ; enrich them 
with thy heavenly grace ; prosper them with all 
kappine88, and bring them to thine everlasting 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Then follows 

A PRAYER FOR THE CLERGY AND PEOPLE. 

It is a great blessing for us that we have minis- 
ters appointed to watch over our spiritual con- 
cerns, to pray with us, and to instruct us^ It is 
an awful work to which they are ordained, "to 
watch for our souls, as they that must give an ac- 
count.** I am sure, then, we have all need to 
offer up our prayers for our ministers, and beg of 
the Lord so to bless their labours, that they may 
be enabled to render up their accounts " with joy 
'and not with grief." And surely we, who are 
hearers of the word, ought to be thankful for 
our privileges ; and we ought to endeavour to 
strengthen the hands of our ministers, by endea- 
vouring to do such things as they teach us out of 
the Scriptures. But^ as all good desires and en- 
deavours are the gifts of Gk)d, we ask that he would 
" send upon our bishops and Curates, and all con- 
gregations committed to their charge, the healthful 
spirit of his ^race !" 

We seem, indeed, in this prayer to ask for every- 
thing that is good ; even that the Lord would send 
on the Bishops, the Ministers, and the People, 
•* the continual dew of his blessing." And we do 
not ask for our own praise and glory, but " for the 
honour of our Advocate and Memator Jesus Christ 
our Lord.'* 
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W. And after this prayer is finished, we have 

A PRAYER FOR THE HIGH COURT OP PARLIAMENT. 

We know that kingdoms cannot prosper with- 
out the Lord's blessing upon them. Our rulers 
and governors may plan and contrive ; but what 
wiU all this come to unless the Lord bless their 
endeavours 1 The Bible says, " Blessed are the 
people who have the Lord for their Gk)d." A 
religious nation must be a happy nation. People 
may talk as they will, but the more I think of it, 
the more certain I feel, that if Christ's reUgion is 
made the groundwork of all we do, this is the true 
way to arrive at as much happiness as this world 
can give ; and we know, moreover, that it is the 
way to everlasting happiness when this world has 
passed away. If, then, the Lord blesses the coun- 
sels of those who make our laws ; if He fills their 
hearts with a real love for reU^on ; if He " be 
pleased to direct and prosper all their consultations," 
so that thev shall make ^ the advancement of God's 
glory," and " the good of Christ's Church," their 
great object and desire : then, built upon this '* best 
and surest foundation," we shall see our nation 
truly great ; we shall have a real provision for 
" the ^ety, honour, and welfare of our sovereign 
and her dominions :" and we shall have the b(^t 
reason to hope that " peace and happiness, truth 
and justice, religion and piety, may be established 
amone us for all generations." These are just 
the blessings we ought to pray for; and in this 
prayer we ask for theni, in the name and through 
the mediation of Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and 
Saviour. 

T, Yes, we see what is the true spirit of our 
Church. We are taught and required to pray for 
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all ; to beg the Lord's blessing upon the endeavours 
of eveiy one. 

W, Yes ; and that none may be left out, we 
have a 

PRAYER FOR ALL SORTS AND CONDITIONS OP MEN. 

T, Yes, a noble one it is ! 

W, It is indeed. We first address the Lord as 
our " Creator." He made us of His own free-will 
and goodness ; He formed us out of nothing. Let 
us, then, thankfully acknowledge him as our 
** Creator," It is Ee^ moreover, who takes care of us 
every moment of our lives, and preserves us from 
a thousand accidents to which we are every instant 
exposed. Well therefore may we acknowledge Him 
as our " Preserver." 

His care extends to aill men. Well may we, 
therefore, address Him as " Creator and Preserver 
of qJH mankind ;" and we beg that He would bestow 
on them these best of gifte, teaching them '^ the 
knowledge of his ways," and blessing them with 
"the heSth of this salvation." And though we 
beg this blessing upon all nations, yet we pray 
"more especially for the good estate," the pros- 
perity of those who are our brethren in the faith, 
belong to the body of Christians, the "CathoUc 
Church." 

T. Pray what do you mean by " Catholic ?" 

W, It means general, universal. By the "Ca- 
tholic Church" we mean the Universai Church of 
Christ; all Christians in every part of the world 
And how glorious are those gifts which our Church 
directs us to ask for all our fellow-Christians ! 
"that they may be guided and governed by God's 
good Spint ;" that they may not be contented with 
the mere name of Believers ; but that "all who 
pro/ess and caU themselves Christians," may walk 

E 2 
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worthy of their calling and profession, that they 
"may be led into the way of truth." Then we 

Eray that those who hold the same ""faiW* may 
ave, Hkewise, a " unity of spirit ;" that we may all 
thus be yoked together, in the "bond of peace," 
and adorn the doctrine of our Saviour by " right- 
eousness of Hfe." Then, finally, we commend to 
the Lord's " fatherly goodness," all those who are in 
distress and affliction, whether of mind, or body, or 
worldlv circumstances. We entreat of the Lord to 
" comfort and relieve them according to their several 
necessities :" that He would bless them with " pa- 
tience under their sufferings," and give them " a 
happy deUverance out of their afflictions." We 
commit them to the Lord, desiring that " his will 
may be done ;" praying that, if He tekes them away, 
He wiU take them to Himself; or, if He sees fit to 
restore them, their affliction may have been blessed 
to the good of their souls ; so tliat, in either case, it 
will "be a happy issue out of aU their afflictions." 
We beg this blessing, Hke every other, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. 

T, There cannot be a doubt as to the duty of 
praying for one another, because the Scriptures 
command it. And the prajrer we have been talking 
of is full of every good wish. But now there is 
another thing that must come into our minds if we 
think as we ought to do : I mean, the consideration 
of all the blessings, and mercies, and favours, we 
are every day — I may say, every hour — ^receiving 
from our heavenly Father's boimty . Now, how apt 
are we to forget these great ana many instances 
of the-^ord's goodness to us ! We are too often, 
hke the ten poor lepers in the Gospel, who in their 
distress and affliction cried unto the Lord, and said, 
" Jesus, Master, have mercy on us :" but when the 
Lord mercifully heard their prayer, and healed them. 
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there was only one among them all who came and 
relumed thanks. 

W, It is too true, neighbour. But our Church 
calls upon us to be tJiankfvl : and furnishes us with 
words of thanksgivmg as well as prayer. We have 

A GENERAL THANKSGIVING. 

If any persons be kept away from church by 
sickness, the congregation wiU offer up their prayers 
for them : this is provided for in ttie Prayer for 
all Sorts and Conditions of Men, And if, through 
the mercy of God, those who are sick should be 
restored to health^ they ought to avow pubHcly, 
before the same con^egation, their thai^fulness 
to (Jod who hath heard their prayers. But, besides 
these particular instances of mercy, we have all of 
us, every hour, reason to praise tiie Lord, "the 
Father of all mercies," " for all his goodness and 
loving-kindness to us, and to all men." I think 
the true spirit of the (Jospel is to be seen in the 
words of tne *t General Thanksgiving." We thank 
the Lord for creating us, and for preserving us : 
great and mighty instances of his goodness ! but 
since man by sin fell from God, and lost his hopes 
of happiness, nothing but the redeeming mercy of 
the Lord could have given us any prospect of salva- 
tion. We therefore praise the Lord, " above all," 
for his "inestimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ." But yet, since 
even heaven itself, though the doors are opened by 
Christ, affords no entrance to those who are impre- 
pared for it, our work is to seek to be holy, and 
watchful, and obedient : we therefore thank the Lord 
for giving us the " means of grace," to fit us for our 
eternal home, and for the " hopes of glory" held 
out to us, if we Mse those " means of grace." The 
mercy of Gk)d is, in every way, great. We are in 
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a sad state of preparation if we cannot see that : we 
beg, therefore, of the Lord, that He would "give 
us that due sense of all his mercies." It is easy 
to use 9, form of thankfulness : but in this prayer 
we ask that our hearts may " be imfeignedly thank- 
ful" It is easy to speak the words of thanksgiving 
with our lips ; but this prayer, hke the Gospel, 
teaches us to ask that we may show forth the praise 
of the Lord, not "with our lips only, but in our 
lives : that we may give up ourselves to his service, 
and walk before Him in holiness and righteousness 
all our days." We ask all these blessings through 
Jesus Christ ; and " to Him, with the Father, and 
the Holy Ghost," we escribe all " honour and glory, 
world without end." 

T, To be sure, when we consider the great bless- 
ings we are constantly receiving from our heavenly 
Father, it is impossible to be thankful enough. It 
would have been a sad neglect if we had had no 
words in our book to express our thankfulness ; and 
surely no words can do it better than -those we have. 
I wish we may be enabled to show forth our thanks 
by joining sincerely in the words, and that we may 
hkewise show our real thankfulness by the holiness 
of our Hves. But let us go on. 

After the General Thanksgiving there follows a 
beautiful prayer, called 

THE PRATER OF ST. CHRYS08T0M. 

I observe that in every other prjyrer of the Church 
we offer up our petitions through Jesus Christ : but 
in thisprayer we do not. How is this 1 

W, Why, if you consider, you wiU see that this 
prayer is offered to Christ Himself directly to Him. 
He has promised to be with us whenever we meet 
together to worship : "Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name," says our Saviour, 
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" there am I in the midst of them." We ask that 
the Lord would now fulfil his promise. The Lord, 
however, knows best what is good for his people ; 
we beg of Him, therefore, to fiilfil our desires and 
petitions in the way in which He knows to be best 
(most expedient) for us. But still we urge Him to 
give as these two things — " knowledge of his truth" 
here, and " life everlasting" hereafter, 

T, The two greatest blessings we can ask for. 
But wb«>t a privilege it is for us to be assured, that 
when we meet together to worship, our Lord is 
really in the midst of us to hear our requests ! 
How solenmly attentive this consideration ought to 
make us ! 

TT. Indeed it ought. And how solemn, too, is 
that short prayer which ends this part of the ser- 
vice : it is in St. Paul's own words, " The grace 
of our Lord Je8U8 Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Edy Ohost, he with lis all ever- 
more,^* 

Here, we seem to pray to the eternal Godhead, 
and to ask for those same mighty blessings which, 
in times of old, the Apostle begged for his converts 
and for himself — ^blessings which the Church of 
Christ must ever crave, without which Christians 
cannot live ; and with which they shall never die. 
For without the "grace of Christ," "the love of 
God," and "the communion of the Holy Ghost," 
whosoever hveth is counted dead before God ; and, 
with these, we cannot die eternally. 

Here Thomas and William parted for the present. 
WJien they next met, their conversation proceeded as 
follows. 



d by Google 



CHAPTER Vin. 

THE LITANY. 

Thomas, You and I, William, have often dis- 
coursed about different parts of the Prayer Book, 
but we have never yet said a word ccbout the 
Lita'ny, 

William, I think I am as much struck with the 
Litany as with any part of the Book. It is, indeed, 
a grand and solemn address, or supplication, to the 
Almighty. 

2\ Yes ; and how nobly it opens ! A devout 
petition to the three Persons of the Holy Trinity, 
to ''have meroy upon us, miserable simiers," 
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Wben we think of what has been done for us, and 
of what manner of persons we ought to be, and 
then think of what we are, we may, indeed, truly 
eonfess ourselves to be ^miserable sinners." And 
as we cannot undo or remove from us the guilt of 
one single sin, we have nothing left but to cry 
for mercy. We have sinned against our heavenly 
Father, It is through the atoning blood of the 
Son alone that our sins can be blotted out. And 
it is through the Holy Ohost alone that we can be 
renewed to holiness, and made fit objects of God's 
mercy. WeU may we, therefore, pray to the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, "three 
persons and one God," to "have mercy upon us, 
miserable sinners." Then we beg of the Lord, 
that He would remove from us that anger whicn 
our sins have justly deserved : and we plead with 
Him " to spare his people whom He hath redeemed 
with his most precious blood." "Spare us, good 
Lord." 

But what sins and temptations we are exposed 
to in this world ! — what " bhndness of hes^" — 
what "pride," — what "vain-glory and imcharita- 
bleness,"— what " envy, hatred and malice," — what 
"deadly sins," — ^what "deceits of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil," — ^what quarrels and ".schisms," 
—what accidents "from Kghtning and tempest," 
—what sickness " from plagues, pestilence, and fa- 
mine," — what awful and alarmmg "murders," — 
what "sudden deaths !" Well, then, may we pray 
that God would 4ehver us from these. 

W, Yes, and well may we entreat of the Lord 
" by his holy incarnation, his cross, and passion, 
his precious death and burial, his glorious resur- 
rection and ascension, and by the coming of the . 
Holy Ghost," that He would " have mercy upon 
us." We need his mercy to keep us from the 

B 3 
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dangers both of prosperity and adversity : — ^ in 
all time of our tribulation, and in all time of our 
wealth," And the very thought of "the hour of 
death," and the " day of judgment," constrains us 
to cry, " Good Lord, deliver us !*' 

Then we offer up our intercession for others. And 
in doing this, we do not presume to take to our- 
selves any higher title than that of sinners, " We 
sinners do beseech Thee to hear us, O Loixi God !" 

T. How solemn and affecting it is, to hear all 
the people, after every request^ crying imto the 
Lord, and saying, " "We beseech Thee to hear us, 
good Lord !" 

W. Yes ; this is wonderfully animating. And 
the Lord will hear us, if we call upon Him with 
all our hearts, and if we ask such things as are 
according to his word. And here I think we do. 
"We beg a blessing upon the Christian Church ; — 
we pray for the Queen, — for the Royal Family, — 
for the Ministers of religion, — for the NobiUty, the 
Magistrates, and the People. "We pray Hkewise 
for all nations, that the Lord would send them 
the blessings of "unity, peace, and concord." Then 
we ask of the Lord to give us that which is the 
sum of all that is good — "a heart to love Him, 
to serve Him, and diligently to live after his com- 
mandments." Then, what a heavenlv prayer that 
is for every one of us who hears tne preaching 
of . the word, — a prayer that God would give us 
" increase of grace," — that we may hear the word 
" meekly ;" not with a oesire to mivil or objectf or 
criticise, but " ynth-pure affection," — a sincere love of 
it, — a desire to have the heart and mind so affected 
by it that we may bring forth the " fruits of the 
Spirit," — Christian dispositions— Christian Uves ! 

T, Yes ; this must be the way to hear the word. 
"What profit can it be to us to be told of the mercies 
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of €k>d, if we do not seek to be partakers of them ? 
Of what use can it be for us to hear the sound of in- 
struction, if we do not strive to be the better for it ? 
What good can it do us to attend the preaching of 
the word, if we onl^ go to find objections and fault, 
instead of going with a meek desire to know and to 
love the truth. 

W, No ; we are in a sad mistake, and in a most 
dangerous error, if we fancy that it is enough to 
hear the word, whilst, all the time, w^ are deter- 
mined to go on in oiu* negligence and wicked 
practices. We are, however, taught to pray for 
those who thus deceive themselves ; and we beseech 
the Lord, that it would please Him to bring into 
the way of truth all su<3i as have erred and are 
deceived, 

T, Yes; and we pray earnestly to the Lord, 
that He will keep us n*om such dangers. And 
even if we are in the right way, we have need of 
the strength of the Lord to keep us so : — and we 
should beg this blessing on our feUow-Christians 
too. We should begthat the Lord would "strengthen 
such as do stand," — " that He would help the weak- 
hearted," — " raise up them that fall," and finally 
" beat down Satan," the enemy of our souls, " under 
our feet." 

W, Yes ; and then we pray for those who are 
in " danger" and " affliction, ' — for those whom duty 
or necessity compels to be on their travels " by 
land or by water " — for sorrowing " women," and 
feeble " children " — for thdfo who are confined in 
prisons, and all such "as cannot enjoy the blessed 
privilege of coming to church and praying for . 
themselves. Then we beg of the Lord to help the 
"fatherless and the widow," and that He would 
" have mercy upon all men." Then we offer that 
Christian prayer, "that He would forgive our 
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encmtci^," and those who persecute us and speak 
evil of us. 

T, What a blessing it is that we have the reU- 
gion of the Gospel to teach us ! I know, if I was 
left to my own feelings, I should wish to be re- 
venged on my enemies, to have them suffer and 
brought into trouble for the injuries they have 
contrived against me. 

W. Yes, I am afraid this would be the way with 
us all ; and itis stiU the way with those who do not 
take the word of God for their guide. But the 
Gospel teaches us abetter lesson, and bids us pray 
to the Lord to ^forgive our enemies, persecutors, 
and slanderers, and to turn their heiurts." 

After this we come to a supplication, that the 
Lord would take care of the produce of the earth 
for us, so that we may have com, and fruit, and 
herbs, and all such things as He knows to be need- 
ful for us, at their proper seasons. And we conclude 
our supplications with begging of the Lord that 
it would please Him to give us that which we know 
we all want — " true repentance " for all our past 
sins :— that, when we sincerely repent^ He would 
entirely forgive. We all have sins to repent of. 
Too many of us have been guilty of presumptuous 
sins, besides our sins of " negligence and ignorance." 
Through the atonement made by Christy we ask for- 
giveness. But if we hope to be accepted, we must 
not stop here, but seek to lead the rest of our Kves 
in obedience to the will of God. We therefore 
beg of the Lord " to endue us with the grace of 
his Holy Spirit, to amend our Hves according to 
bis holy Word." 

To these supphcations we ms^ all add this 
fervent petition, — " We beseech Thee to hear us, 
good Lord." We may truly pray to our blessed 
Saviour, and say, " Son of uod, we beseech Thee 
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to hear us." And as we began pleading for mercy, 
so we end. We pray to the " Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sms of the world,** to "grant us 
his peace," and to "have mercy upon us ;" — mercy 
still being our petition. 

" Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us." 

T, Well, it is wonderful how exactly suited 
these prayers are to our wants. Why, the Litany 
seems to be full of Gospel prayer, in its real spirit. 
Indeed, all the prayers in the book are so fuU of 
what is good, that I grieve to think that I never 
gave them such consideration before. There is, 
however, one question that I should like to ask you 
now, whilst I think of it. Pray what do you tmnk 
is the meaning of 

" O Lord, deal not with us after our sins : 
Neither reward us after our iniquities ?" 

We cannot mean to beg that the Lord would have 
nothing to do with us after we have committed sin, 
and that He would never reward us after we have 
done iniquity. 

W, No, it does not mean that ; for that would 
be praying against ourselves. We mean to con- 
fess that we have been guilty of sins and iniquities ; 
and, if the Lord were to deal with us according 
to our deservings, we should be justly punished ; 
if He were to give us such rewards — such wages — 
as our iniquities deserved, we must perish ; for 
" the wages of sin is death." We therefore plead 
for mercy, and beg of Him that He woula not 
pimish us according to our sins, nor reward us 
according to our iniquities. 

T, I see it. After is a word which in old times, 
I suppose, meant a^ccording to» 
W, Yes. 
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T. I think, neighbour, we shall riot have occa- 
sion to go much further into the Church service, as 
1 think I now begin to understand, pretty well, the 
meaning of it. There is a wonderful deal in those 
prayers that we have been considering, and I dare 
say I shall find it so with the rest, when I come to 
look over them at home. There is, however, one 
part that strikes me greatly ; that is 

THE COMMUNION SERVICE. 

How solenm it is to hear the Priest from the Lord's 
table, praying in the Lord's own words ! It is a 
grand opening to this part of the service, and truly 
suited to that most sacred place. 

W, Yes : nothing could be more so. And then, 
what a beautiful Collect is that which follows the 
Lord's Prayer! How awful it is for us to look 
upon our " Almighty God" as a Being imto whom 
" all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid." But when we rightly 
consider this, we must see that we are wholly un- 
fit to have the pure eye of God looking into our 
"hearts," our "desires," and our "secret" thoughts : 
we therefore humbly beseech Him to " cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts bjr the inspiration of his 
Holy Spirit." It is by this renewsQ of the Holy 
Spirit alone that we can ever hope " perfectly to 
love the Lord," or " worthily to magmfy his holy 
name." 

T, Yes ; this prayer shows us our own weak- 
ness ; but it shows us, to our comfort, where is 
our strength. I think, when we examine our own 
hearts, we cannot help despairing of ever arriving 
at this " perfect love." There is one thing, how- 
ever, we know, which is, that it is our business to 
be always seeking to do the will of God, and to 
keep his commandments. Our Saviour says, " If 
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ye love me keep my commandments." Now, 
nobody in our Church can say that he does not 
know what God's commandments are, for they 
are constantly declared to us all by the ministers 
of the Lord. And how awakening it is to our at- 
tention to be solemnly told, that "GK)D spake 
these words !" 

W, Yes : this will make us listen, if anything 
will. And when we hear these Commandments 
and know their meaning, we cannot help seeing 
how many times we have broken them. And then 
when we consider that we cannot atone for one of 
our past sins, that we cannot undo one of them, 
well may we cry, at the end of every Command- 
ment, " Lord, have mercy upon us." And here 
again we are led to see the blessing of the Gospel. 
Here are our hopes, and here is our comfort. For 
here we find that our blessed Saviour has made 
atonement for our sins ; that since we could do no- 
thing towards procuring our pardon, He, by paying 
the pensJty, has done all. 

T. They tell me, William, that there are some 
unbelievers in these days, who write against the 
Gospel, and who tell us that there is no truth, and 
no use in it. Now, for my part, whichever way I 
look at it, it seems to me to be all truth ; and I 
feel quite sure of this, that I can have no hope 
without it. But, on the other hand, for fear we 
should think that we may so depend upon pardon- 
ing mercy, as to be encouraged to go on in sin ; for 
fear we should ever suppose that we can be excused 
from keeping God's law, our Church instantly stops 
that plea, by teaching us to beg of the Lord, after 
every Commandment, that He would "incline our 
hearts to keep this law." 

W. It certainly should be, at aU times, our 
endeavour to live by the rules of God's holy law ; 
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and if you look at our blessed Saviour's Sermon 
on the Mount, you will see that, instead of laying 
aside these commands which were given by Moses, 
He brings them directly before his hearers, shows 
them how these precepts had been perverted by the 
wickedness of men, tells them the sin ana the 
danger of thus perverting them : then He goes on 
to tell them what is the true spirit of these Com- 
mandments, and how, as Christians, we are to 
wjJk by them. I often think how beautifully the 
true nature of these Commandments is given in the 
Church Catechism, in the duty toioards Gody and 
the duty towards our neighbour. We are told 
there, that by these Commandments we learn tufo 
thingSf and these are just the same two things 
which, as our Lord teaches us, contain all the 
instruction of the " Law and the Prophets." The 
first of these things, the duty to Ood, is contained 
in the first four Commandments written in the 
first table of the law; the other, the duty to- 
wards our neighbour, is written in the second table 
of the law, in the last six Conmiandments. The 
Jews of old often foi]got the great Jehovah, the 
true Gk)d, and worshipped other gods" instead 
of Eim. They suffered themselves to be tempted 
by their heathen neighbours to set up images of 
wood, or stone or brass, to " bow down to them, 
and worship them :" this sin the Almighty, by 
his servant Moses, forbade ; and I look upon it 
that toe are guilty of a like sin when we suffer 
anybody, or anything, to shake our faith, or draw 
our hearts fix)m the love and service of God. Then 
we are not to take the Lord's name in vain ; not 
to use the name of God in a hght and trifling 
manner, like many thoughtless and wicked people, 
who seem as if they could not speak a sentence 
without carelessly using the sacred Name in it. 



d by Google 



ON THE LITURGY. 89 

But " the Lord will not hold such persons guilt- 
less." He will consider them as highly guilty 
in his sight. Then we are to "keep holy the 
Sabbath-day,'* — to hold it in serious regard and 
reverence, to consider it as a day of rest, and of 
reh^ous worship. We must not then follow our 
busmess or our pleasure on this day, but we must 
" remember to keep it holy." Now, what is the 
sum of this first table of the law, taken in a Chris- 
tian sense, but that we are to "love the Lord 
our Gk)d with all our hearts, with all our minds, 
with all our soul, and with all our strength ; that 
we are to worship Him, to give Him thanks, to 
put our whole trust in Him, to call upon Him, to 
honour his holy name and his word, — and to serve 
Him truly all the days of our lives ?" — ^Then look 
at the second table, and see how this teaches us to 
love our neighbour ; it bids us lay aside that selfish- 
ness which would tempt us to look at our own 
advantage alone, and it conmiands us to think of 
the welfare of others as well as of ourselves. We 
are first commanded to "honour our father and 
our mother :" here we see the Christian duty of 
submission to all who are appointed to watch over 
us, and instruct us ; — Christ's religion not only 
calls upon us to " love, honour, and succour our 
fEither and mother," but it requires us to " honour 
and obey the Queen, and all that are put in au- 
thority under her." It teaches us to be humble ; 
to " order ourselves lowly and reverently to all who 
are placed over us ;" to obey our ** masters" and 
our " teachers ;" to attend to our " spiritual pas- 
tors," the ministers of religion, the snepherds of 
our souls. 

Then it is commanded, " Thou shalt not steal." 
A Christian will tremble to touch what belongs to 
another ; and he will do more than this, he wiU 
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" hurt ntAody by word or deed ;" he will cheat no- 
body ; he will deceive nobody ; he will be "true 
and just in all his dealings." He will *'keep his 
hancis from picking and stealing," but he will desire 
to do more than this ; for he is told that he is not 
to " bear false witness against his neighbour ;" he 
will therefore try to " keep his tongue from evil 
speaking, lying, and slandering." 

It is likewise rightly said in the Commandments, 
" Thou shalt not kiU ;" and we know that, accord- 
ing to our Lord's explanation of this, we are " to 
bear no malice nor hatred in our hearts." 

We have likewise this Commandment, "Thou 
shalt not commit adultery." Husbands and wives 
have solemnly vowed, at God's altar, to be faithful 
one to the other. What a crime, then, and a dis- 
honour, it must be to break this promise ! But 
the rehgion of Christ goes farther, and teaches us 
" to keep our body in temperance, soberness, and 
chastity ;" — seeing that our *' bodies are the tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghost." We have already seen 
the sin of defrauding others of their property ; but 
in the last of the Commandments we are told that 
we must "not covet" what is another's. Here 
we learn the Christian duty of contentment. We 
are not to murmur and repine at our station, or 
to wish for what belongs to another, but we are 
to employ well the talent which God hath com- 
mitted to our charge: we must "learn and labour 
truly to get our own living, and to do our duty in 
that state of life xmto which it shall please God to 
call us." 

T. I think I see what you mean by our taking 
the Commandments in a Christian sense. To be 
sure, that is the right explanation of them. I have 
often thought that the meaning of them is made 
very plain and beautiful in the part of the Cate- 
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chism you have mentioned. I call the " Duty to 
God," and the "Duty to our neighbour," two beau- 
tiful pieces of Christian instruction ; but when I 
come to compare my life with these rules, 1 see how 
£ar 1 faU short. 

W. And I am sure I can say the same. And I 
am certain, that, on hearing any of the Command- 
ments, we have all of us need to humble ourselves, 
and beg that God of his mercy in Christ would 
pardon the past, and by his blessed Spirit incline 
our hearts to the love of Him, and enable us to 
show that our hearts are his, by our desire to do 
his will. "Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this law." 

T. I think, as we have gone through so much 
of the service, we shall not have occasion to dis- 
course about the remaining part. I think I see 
enough of the nature of it, to make me look with 
attention at the whole, and I think I shall be able 
to understand it There is, however, one thing I 
should like to talk with you about. I mean the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

W^ WelL You know the night in which He 
was betr^ed, our blessed Saviour said to his dis- 
ciples, "Do this in remembrance of me." Be 
omered it, and therefore Christians ought un- 
doubtedly to do it. He intended it, too, for our 
** great and endless comfort;" — it is a great pri- 
vilege, a blessed means of grace, a delightful op- 
portunity of acknowledging what we owe to our 
Lord who died for us, and a means whereby we 
become partakers of the benefits which He pur- 
chased for us. 

7\ It certainly is ; but St. Paul speaks very 
strongly of the sin of eating and drinking at the 
Lord's table unworthily, 

W. Yes, he does. And this is a great reason why 
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we should *' diligently try and examine ourselves ;" 
but it is no reason why we should stay away alto- 
gether. You may be sure that St. Paul never 
meant that. He says, ^ Let a man examine him- 
self, and so let him eat of that breads and drink of 
that cup ;" he does not say, ^ Let a man examine 
himself, and so let him stay away from that sacra- 
ment." 

T, Why, that is very true ; yet the Apostle says 
^ He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
and drinketh damnation to himself."* That seems 
an awfiil word. Pray, William, what do you con- 
sider to be the exact meaning of that word damnor 
tionf 

W. Why, I consider it to mean condemnation^ 
It does not, however, always mean everlasting 
condemnation. Sometimes it does, and sometimes 
it does not. 

T, What do you think it means in the 11th 
chapter of St. Paul's 1st Epistle to the Corinthians, 
where he says that im worthy commtmicants " eat 
and drink danmation to themselves f * 

W, Why, if you read that chapter, you wiU find 
that he does not mean everlasting condemnation. 
The Corinthians, you will see, were guiltv of 
making the Lord's Supper like a riotous &€ist, 
eating, and drinking, and quarrelling in a very 
profane and indecent manner: and so St. Pam 
tells them that this is not the way ** to partake of 
the Lord's Supper ;" and that by such conduct they 
justly brought down condemnation on themselves. 
The Apostle tells them what sort of condemnation 
they suffered: "many," he savs, "are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep." This shows 
that the Lord punished them with sickness and 
diseases, which carried off many of the people ; a 

• 1 Oor. xL 29. 
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Bore oondemnation to awaken others to amend- 
ment^ ^tlmt tbey should not be condemned with 
the world." This is very different from an eternal 
punishment. 

T. Yes, that is certain ; and I think, if we take 
aU together what St. Paul says about it^ we shall 
see plainly that he never meant to keep any Chris- 
tian away from the Lord's Supper ; but, expecting 
to see them all there, he desired to see them come 
with a right sense of what they came for. 

W. Certainly. 

T, But then there is one thing which just strikes 
me. It is this. Our Reformen, who wrote so long 
after St. Paul, seem to be quite as strict as the 
Apostle on this point. Thefy likewise warn us 
gainst eating and drinking unworthily, and tell us 
that in so doing we eat and drink our own damna- 
tion. Did the/g mean everlasting condemnation ? 

W. Certainly not : for they say we provoke the 
Almighty "to plague us with divers diseases, and 
sundry kinds of death,^* This shows that they \m- 
derstood the Apostle right, for these are not eternal 
punishments. 

T. No, but they are sore aflBictions, though. 

W, Yes, indeeo, they are : and plainly show the 
anger of God against those who attend this sacra- 
ment without seriously considering the solemn work 
they are engaged in ; but we may clearly see that 
they were never intended to keep any devout Chris- 
tian away, or to prevent any sincere follower of 
Christ from obeying the command of his dying Lord. 
They invite us to come ; but they bid us to come 
prepared ; they tell us " to examine ourselves whe- 
ther we truly repent of our former sins," whether 
we "stedfastly purpose to lead a new life." They 
ejdiort us to a " hvely faith in Christy a thankful 
remembrance of his death, and to be in charity with 
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all men."* They do not allow us to come with 
proud pretensions of our own merits ; but require us 
to " acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 
wickedness." They do not exhort us to "come 
to his table trusting in our own righteousness ;" 
but resting all on the "manifold and great mer- 
cies of our Lord and Saviour."t 

T, Yes, I see that it is useless to wait and delay, 
in a vain hope that we can, of ourselves, do away 
our past sins, and so fit ourselves to be welcome 
guests. Much better is it for us humbly to say, 
in the words of our Communion Service, " We are 
imworthy so much as to gather up the crumbs xmder 
thy table. *T: We must plead for pardon at the 
footstool of that "same Lord, whose property is 
always to have mercy,"t and humbly beg that " our 
sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and 
our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in Him, and He in 
us."t 

* Catechism. f Communion Service. J Ibid. 
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CONVERSATION I. 

ON BAPTISM. 

DIALOGUB BETWEEN WILLIAM WALKER AND 
THOMAS BROWN. 

Thomas. I want to ask a favour of you, WiUiai?!. 

Wmiam. What is it> Thomas 1 

T. Why, I want you to stand godfather to mv 
boy. It is time now that he should be christened, 
and I am very desirous that thg|fcedfathers and 
godmother should be peopl^^fno know some- 
thing about the business they take in hand. I 
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call it a very solemn thing, William, to undertake 
a business of this sort. 

W, A very solemn thing, indeed, Thomas ! And 
it requires a little time to consider of it, before 
one undertakes such a charge. You have taken 
me rather by surprise ; and therefore I hardly 
know what answer to give you just at first. If I 
can be of any use to you, I shall, I am sure, be 
truly glad. But let us talk over the matter a 
Httle. You seem to think it a very solemn thing 
to have a child christened. Pray how long have 
you considered the matter in this way ? You have 
other children ; did you always look upon Baptism as 
a thing of such great consequence as jrou do now ? 

T, Why, no ; I used to think nothing about it. 
I never considered the business we were going 
about : and, as to godfathers and godmothers, we 
took any of our relations, or anybody that we 
could get, without once thinking whether they 
intended to do their duty by the child, or whether 
they did not : I cared nothing about it. 

W, Now, there, Thomas, I think vou were wrong. 

T. Wrong ! to be sure I was. And the children 
might just as well have had no godfathers and 
goamothers at all. Not one word of Christian 
advice have any of them ever given the children, 
froin the time they made their solemn promise to 
this very moment. 

W, Why, Thomas, as you and your wife are 
both living, and both able to instruct your children 
yourselves, there was not the same occasion for the 
godfathers and godmothers to interfere, as if the 
dear children had been left without their parents. 

7\ Why, true, William. But I think people 
should not take upon themselves these solemn 
vows, if they are not in earnest. And, if they 
were in earnest, a word of advice might have been 
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thrown in now and then ; and a little inquiry how 
the children were going on in their education ; and 
whether they were learning those things which 
were promised for them. I should not have called 
this interfering ; I should have thought it kind. 

W, When I said interfering^ I did not mean to 
consider it wrong to make such inquiries as you 
speak of: but some people would be very angry 
if anybody attempted to d^uht whether all was 
right or not. 

1\ Yes ; but how strange that must be ! How 
very strange it must be for any parents to ask 
their Mends to enter into a solenm engagement 
for them, and then be offended because these 
friends seem desirous of A^ccjpm^r their engagement ! 
My wife and I always, I hope, loved our children ; 
but we certainly have not thought as we ought to 
have done of the great engagements which were 
made for them at their Baptism : and we truly did 
stand in need of advice. 

W, But, pray, Thomas, how is it that you have 
now got to thmk of this so very differently from 
what you formerly did % 

T, W hy, WiUiam, since you and I conversed to- 

f)ther on the prayers which we use in the Church,* 
have considered them all, over and over again, 
very carefully ; and I see how wonderfully full 
they are of real religion, and how they teach us 
to ask for everjrthing we can want. The reUgion 
of Christians is, indeed, there : and the more I con- 
sider this, the more I feel assured of it ; and this 
has led me to look at other parts of the service, 
such as Baptism, and Confirmation, and Matrimony. 
and the Visitation of the Sick, and the rest : ana 
I see that they are all in the self-same spirit ; all 
done so as to guide us through this world hke those 

• See "Village Conversations on th« Idturgy," &c. 
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who are travelHng to a better. It was by reading 
carefully the service for Baptism that I learned what 
a sacred thing Baptism is. I should like to have 
some conversation with you on all these services. 
At present, the matter uppermost in my mind is the 
Baptismal Service. I know nothingmore about it 
than just what I find in the Prayer Book ; but this 
seems to me to give a very clear view of the subject. 
Perhaps you can tell me somethinff more about it. 

W, Wny, I know no more about it myself, 
Thomas, than what I have read there: but I 
think the Prater Book seems to contain just what 
one should wish to know about it, if we would but 
consider it properly, and act according to it. 

T, Yes ; but how many people are there who 
never look at the service at all oefore they take a 
child to be christened, and so know nothing about 
what they are doing ! 

W. Yes, that is a sad thin^, indeed, Thomas : 
but it is no excuse for us, you know. 

T. No : I am aware of that : and, indeed, no- 
body is more to blame in this way than I have been 
myself ; but it is my wish to take my child to church 
this time with a better knowledge of what I am 
doing, and with a sincere desire that it should 
become ^ a member of Christ, a child of Gk>d, and 
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven." 

W, Yes. And since I see that you are really in 
earnest in what you are going to do, I shall be 
truly glad if my poor assistimce can be of any 
use to you ; and I will consent to be one of the 
godfathers to your child, with all my heart. 

T, Thank you heartily, my good friend ; I have 
another neighbour in my eye to stand with you, 
who seems to think very much of that whicn is 
good ; and my wife has asked a relation of hers 
to be the godmother, but she has not given us a 
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fixed answer yet : she is a religious woman, and 
she thinks very seriously of the duty of a god- 
mother, and that is the very reason why we wished 
to have her ; but she seems afraid of venturing 
upon so weighty a business. 

W, I thiii that is a pity, Thomas. To under- 
take such a thing lightly is very wrong indeed ; 
but to stand for a child is a great opportunity of 
being useful ; and it would iS a sad thing if all 
reKgious people were to refuse the ofl&ce, for fear 
of doing wrong. 

T. I think so too : for that would be leaving 
it altogether in the hands of those who were the 
worse fitted for it. But if you are not in a very 
great hurry, William, let us just look at the ser- 
vice for baptism in the Prayer Book ; all people 
should certfiunly do this before they carry a child 
to be baptized. 

W. To be sure they should. Pray, lend me your 
book. I think it is a very solemn tmng for a child 
to be baptized according to Christ's command, and 
to be received into the congregation of his flock. 
Some people make it a rule to have their children 
baptized at home almost as soon as they are bom, 
for fear they should die, as they say, without a name, 

T, Yes, that was always my way ; I always 
wished to have the children named, and then we 
carried them to church to be christened, any time 
afterwards ; we have sometimes waited a year or 
more ; and one time we had two of our children 
christened at once. 

W, Ay, now, that is what I cannot say I agree 
with you in. 

T, I would not do so now, Wilham ; we always 
used to think the great matter was to have the 
child named, or, as some people call it half-bap- 
tized: but I think I see the matter diiFerently 

F 2 
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now. I should not, indeed, like a child to die 
without being named ; but it is not for the sake 
of the namCf but because I take Baptism to be a 
sacrament "ordained by Christ Himself." Our 
Saviour has appointed his Sacraments as the 
"outward signs" by which we receive "inward 
and spiritual grace," and are made partakers of 
the promises of the Gospel. Water is the outward 
skn in the Sacrament of Baptism ; and therefore, 
when the water is used, tJien is the Baptism. We 
should not call this being Aa{/'-baptized, for it is 
being wholly baptized. The other part, which we 
commonly call oein^ christened, is the pubUc ad- 
mittance into the church, where the whole con- 
gr^tion put up their prayers together, that the 
chim, having been admitted " into Christ's flock, 
may ever continue in the number of Christ's 
people, and lead the rest of its life according 
to this beginning." This, as I think, ought to be 
done at the same time, as soon as it can con- 
veniently be done. I would not keep a child back 
from its Christian privileges if I could help it. 

W, Certainly not. In case of illness, private 
Baptism is allowed ; but the other is the prop^ way. 

T. To be sure it must ; and I am very glad that 
our minister now always baptizes the children 
"immediately after the last Lesson," instead of 
waiting till service is over, and the people are all 
gone. It is a beautiful service, and it must do 
the people good to hear it ; besides, it certainly 
is a service which belongs to the congregation, — 
they are to join in it : and how much more may 
we expect that the dear infant, to be dedicated to 
God, should continue his fEuthful servant, when a 
whole congregation of Christian worshippers are 
pouring forth their prayers in its behalf! 

W, Certainly, and tins is the way in which the 
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rubric directs that it should be done. — ^You know 
what the rubric means, now, Thomas ? 

T. Oh, yes, the directions ; you explained tJiat 
to me before. 

W, Well, these directions say that Baptism 
should be administered ^when the most number 
of people come together," and that it should be 
^immediately after the last Lesson," either in the 
morning or evening service ; and therefore I am 

flad that our minister does it at these times ; and, 
beheve, besides the blessing which we may thus 
hope for the child, it is a great call to every one of 
us to remember our own vows ; and to think to 
what ^reat blessings, and to what great duties, as 
Christians, we are called. There may, however, 
perhaps, be some good reasons for altering the time. 
feut whenever this service is performed, it is our 
business to think very seriously what we are about, 
and to consider that a child is to be offered to the 
service of its Maker and Bedeemer by a solemn 
sacrament, according to the direction of Christ 
Himself. The Baptismal Service, likewise, brings 
to our view the great doctrines of our holy rehgion, 
and shows us our obligation to walk m its ap- 
pointed ways. It begins by reminding us that we 
are ** bom in sin, and that none can enter into the 
kingdom of heaven except he be regenerate and 
bom anew of water and of the Holy Spirit." Now, 
it is the Spirit of God that regenerates us and 
makes us fit to enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
it is this "inward spiritual grace" which the Scrip- 
tures, the Catechism, and the Baptismal Service all 
teach us to be the thing needful to prepare sinful 
mortals for heaven ; it is this that changes those who 
are by nature " children of wrath," into "children 
of grace," — and that makes those who are ** born 
in sm,** to be heirs of the Gospel promises, — " inhe- 
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ritors of the kingdom of heaven." Now, of this 
" inward and spiritual grace" the water is an " out- 
ward and visible sign ;" it is a sign, " ordained by 
Christ Himself," and we may truly expect, if we 
receive it rightly, that God's blessing will go with it. 

T. We certainly may trust that it will be so. As 
our blessed Saviour has said, " Suffer httle children 
to come imto me," I could not be happy without 
pubhcly offering my child to the service of its Lord ; 
and I really and faithfully trust that I may then 
have the comfort and happiness of beheving that 
it is indeed one of the flock of Christ. 

W, I firmly believe so, I assure you, Thomas ; 
and, if the child should die, I should have the great- 
est confidence that it woidd be taken, through the 
merits of its Saviour, into the happiness of heaven. 

T, Yes ; and if the child should live, I think that, 
having been thus admitted into the flock of Christ, 
in the way of Christ's own appointment, it might 
look for those privileges and promises which are 
given to Christians in the GospeL 

W, I think so myself ; and it is my opinion, that 
we are many of us apt too think too lightly of this 
Sacrament of Baptism, and to forget to what great 
privileges it introduces us. 

T. Yes, and sometimes I think we are apt to get 
into a mistake of another kind, — supposing, that be- 
cause we have been admitted regularly into Christ's 
family by baptism, we shall therefore be saved ; 
without thinking of the great duties to which we are 
bound by the vows which were then made for us. 

W, But how beautifully all this is expressed in 
the Baptismal Service in the Prayer Book ! By 
Baptism a child is received into the flock of Christ, 
or "grafted into the body of Christ's Church;" 
but we must remember that a Christian is not 
only admitted to great privileges^ but that he is 
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called to great dtUies, Our Saviour has told us, in 
the third chapter of the Gospel of St. John, that 
'^none can enter into the tdngdom of heaven 
except he be r^enerate, and born anew of water 
and of the Holy Qhost ;"* the minister reminds us 
of this when we take our children to be baptized. 
He then calls upon us to join with him in prayer that 
the child may receive that which " by nature he can- 
not have," — ^that he may be ** baptized with water." 
But this is not enough ; he bids us to pray likewise 
that he maybe iMtptized ^ with the Holy Ghost ;*' and 
may not omy be admitted into Christ's holy Church, 
but may " be made a Uvely member of the same." 

T, Yes ; and a Uvely member of Chrst's Church, 
I suppose, means one who has a Uvely faith, which 
teacnes him not only to believe what is written in 
the Scriptures, but to receive its promises and its 
privileges thaiikfuUy, and to se^ to live futhfuUy 
by its rules. 

W. Yes. It is exactly what is expressed in the 
Baptismal Service ; it is to ^ fight manfully against 
sin, the world, and the devil, and to continue Cnrist's 
futhful soldier and servant xmto our life's end." 

T. To bring a child to Baptism, then, is no Hght 
matter, when we consider to what a high character 
he is called. And, as he is signed with the sign of 
the cross, this should for ever remind him that he 
is not to be '' ashamed to acknowledge the faith of 
Christ crucified." 

W, I assure you, my friend Thomas, that it is a 
great pleasure to me to see that you have such a 
proper sense of the meaning and of the importance 
of tne Sacrament of Baptism ; and since it is so, it 
is with real satisfaction that I have undertaken to be 
eod&ther to your child. — And may God's grace and 
blessing be with us in this important undertaking ! 
• St. John, chap. Ui. 
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T, That is my prayer from the bottom of my 
heart : and I thank ^ou sincerely for your kindness 
in agreeing to my wish. I should be glad to have 
the christening soon ; for, as the child is healthy, 
it ought not to be baptized at home, but should be 
baptized and received into the Church at once, in 
the proper wav, — ^there is no reason for having it 
otherwise, or for delaying it. 

W. None, that I know of ; and I shall be ready, 
whenever you think proper to fix the day. — ^And 
so now I must leave you for the present. 

T, Well, before we part, William, I have just 
two things to say. 

W, What are the^, Thomas ? 

T, Why, the first is, that as Baptism is a Sacra- 
ment ordained by Christ Himself, and as such 
great blessings belong to it, we should do very 
wrong to keep our children from this sacrament, 
and thus keep them away from the blessings which 
are offered them. 

W, Certainly. We do very wrong to refuse those 
privileges to our children which Christ has merci- 
fully offered to them : — for the merciful offers of the 
Gospel are made to children as well as to others. 

T, That is my opinion, I assure you ; and I con- 
sider, that by bringing our children to be baptized, 
we show our desire to accept these offers ; and, by 
faith, we expect that the promises which Christ has 
made " He will most certainly keep and perform." 
But the next thing I would say is, that whiist we see 
the great benefits belonging to the Sacrament of Bap- 
tism, we are not to rest in these, as if, the child being 
now made a Christian, we might now rest at our 
ease, supposing that nothing further was to be done. 

PT. No, that would be a great mistake indeed ; 
but I think that any one who reads the Baptismal 
Service would never be led into such an error. 
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We all pray that the child "may lead the rest of 
his life according to this beginning ;" that he, being 
"dead unto sin, and living unto righteousness," 
may " crucify the old man, and utterly abolish the 
whole body of sin ;" that " as he is (by his ad- 
mission into the Christian covenant) "made par- 
taker of the death of Christ, he may e^ao be made 
partaker of his resurrection ; so that finally he 
may be an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven." 
By this prayer, we show, that Baptism does not 
secure the inheritance of heaven, but that it is an 
admission into that state in which we are con- 
stantly to pray and strive to be prepared for that 
inheritance. If indeed the child should die before it 
is old enough to know what sin is, then we beheve 
that it will be saved, through the merits of Christ, — 
since it became a member of Christ at its Baptism. 
T, Yes : and our Church calls a Christian state 
a new birth unto righteousness ; showing that Chris- 
tian privileges are not instead of righteousness, but 
to lead to righteousness. 

W, To be sure : and whoever knows anything of 
the nature of man, will see that, to keep him in a 
state of watchfulness and preparation for the king- 
dom of heaven, he will need Divine assistance during 
the whole course of his hfe ; he will require to be 
" daily renewed bv the Holy Spirit ;" and it is our 
■" parts and duties'^ to use our best endeavours, that 
the child " may be taught, so soon as he shall be 
able to learn," the great duties which belong to the 
profession of a Christian. We ought to see that it 
be " brought up to lead a godly and a Christian 
life,"— to "follow the example of Christ,"— "to 
be made hke xmto Him," — " to die firom sin, and 
rise acain imto righteousness, continually mortify- 
ing aU evil and corrupt a£Fections, and daily pro- 
ceeding in all virtue and godliness of living." 
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CONVERSATION II. 

THE CATECHISM, 

Thomas, Were vou at church, William, last 
Sunday afternoon 1 

WiUiam, Oh yes. 

T, I do not remember seeing you. 

IT. I am glad of it, Thomas, because it shows 
that you were paying attention to what you went 
to church for, instead of staring and looking about 
you. 

T. Well, I am glad you were there 5 for I am 
sure you would be pleased with hearin|; the 
minister catechize the children, and the childr^i 
giving their answers so well. 
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W, Oh, yes, I was very much pleased indeed : 
and I was quite glad to find that all the children 
were so very perfect in their Catechism, and that 
they repeated it so distinctly and so well ; and, what 
is of a great deal more consequence, they seemed 
thoroughly to understand it too ; for the minister 
kept asking them a great many questions, besides 
those that are in the book : and the children an- 
swered these, so as to show that they knew well 
what they were about. 

T, Yes, and the minister explained a good many 
things himself, that I had never properly considered 
before : I assure you I thought the Catechism a very 
useful lesson to grown people, as well as to children. 

W, To be sure it is. I remember, when I was 
a boy, I was taught to my my Catechism ; but I 
was never taught to consider well what it meant. 
So, when I grew up, and looked at it again, I saw 
that there was a great deal of it that I did not 
understand, and I assure you it is but lately that 
I have thought the subject well over, and have 
seen how much there was of Christian doctrine in 
the Catechism of the Church. 

T, Nobody could help seeing that, who attended 
to what we heard on Sunday. The Catechism seems 
to me to contain a short statement of the right faith 
and practice of a Christian. How thankrul, then, 
we ought to be that it is taught to our children ! and 
how anxious we ought to be that they should tho- 
roughly understand it I But it does seem to me a 
sad mistake to consider the Catechism as belonging 
to children only, and to think that men and women 
have nothing to do with it. 

W, Yes, this is a grievous mistake, and I am 
sorry to say that it is a very common one. It seems 
to me that the Catechism contains an explanation 
of such things as the Bible tells us are to guide us 
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throughout adl our lives, and to lead us to heaven 
when this life is past. And our Church, anxious 
that we should none of us be ignorant of these 
things, requires us to be taught them as soon as 
ever we are able to understand them. 

T, To be sure : we are to learn them when we 
are young, that we may have our minds and our 
practices influenced by them, during our whole 
Christian course. I remember the minister told 
us on Sunday, that the Catechism was an expla- 
nation of five difierent things. 

1. The Baptismal Covenant. 

2. The Befief. 

3. The Commandments. 

4. Prayer. 

5. The Sacraments. 

Now it seems to me that these are just the things 
that we ought to be well instructed in, and that 
ought to be fixed deeply in our minds : — 

1 . For if, through the free mercy of God, we, 
when children, are admitted into covenant with Him, 
it highly becomes us all to know the terms of that 
covenant by which we are pledged. Now we know 
that we are conceived and bom in sin. But the 
rehgion of Christ is wholly and entirely in opposi- 
tion to sin. No one, therefore, can be one of Christ's 
flock, who is not, at the same time, an enemy to 
sin. The very first thing, therefore, that is required 
of Cliristians, is repentcmce ; which means not only 
sorrow for past sins, but also an earnest desire to 
forsake sin for the time to come. Then there is 
required feith, or sincere behef, by which we accept 
and steadfastly believe the promises of the Gospel ; 
that for the sake of Christ's sufierings, our sins will 
be blotted out, and we shall be received into fovour ; 
and enabled by the Holy Spirit, to lead holy and 
Christian lives. 
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W. Yes ; repentance and faith are required of 
all those who would enter into the Gospel cove- 
nant. 

T, But we read that the godfathers and god- 
mothers promised, in baptism, three things in the 
infant's name ; but you say two ; and at the end 
of the Catechism the same tlun^ is said, — two 
things are required of persons to be baptized, re- 
penta/nce eaid faith, 

W, Let us consider, Thomas ; for there is gene- 
rally in the Church services something so exact 
and consistent, that I dare say we shall find it 
here too. — ^Let us see. The three things pro- 
mised in the name of the infant are, first to " re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world, and all the sin- 
ful lusts of the flesh : — well, this I call repentance ; 
it is "to forsake sin." The second promise was 
" to believe aU the articles of the Christian faith ;" 
this I c&Sl faith; — now let us see the third, it is 
^ to keep God's holy will and commandments, and 
walk in the same all the days of our life ;" well, 
this is not different from repentance and futh : 
it is, in fyuct, a part of repentance, and the fruit of 
faith. 

' T, Yes, I see that the doctrine is the same in 
both parts of the Catechism ; and I see, too, that 
a repentance and faith which lead to such a truly 
Christian life contain the very substance of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

W, I think so ; and, — when we think of the 
things that have been promised for us, — how 
anxious and how watchful we ought to be that 
we really do hve according to that Gospel into 
which we are admitted, and by the rules of which 
we are boimd ! — for it wiU in no way avail to our 
salvation to have had these things promised for 

G 2 



d by Google 



112 VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS 

US, if we do not fulfil the promises in our own 
lives and practices. We are required to have 
godfathers and godmothers ; and, before they are 
trusted with the care of a Christian child, they 
are required solemnly to declare a behef in the 
Gospel of Christ and a determination, with Qod's 
help, to live by its rules. They are, then, bound 
to see that the child be brought up to "lead a 
godly and a Christian life :'' but every baptized 
person is warned against trusting to the promises 
of others, instead of giving heed, in his own per- 
son, to act according to his baptismal vows. We 
are taught in the Catechism, that we are our- 
selves "boxmd to believe and to do as was pro- 
mised for us." How positively the Church calls 
upon us to be ourselves holy! When we are 
asked whether we are bound to this, we say, "Yes, 
verily." And how beautifully full of tne true 
Christian Spirit is this answer ; — what humility I — 
whsA, ffrcUitud^ ! what a desire after a Christian 
life ! I will, by God's help, and I Jieartily thank 
our heavenly Father that He hath called me to 
this state of salvation, through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour."— But it is not enough to be admitted 
to the blessings of Christ'a religion : we are re- 
quired to persevere ; but for this, too, we need the 
constant help of divine grace. " I pray unto God 
to give me his grace, that I may continue in the 
same unto my hfe's end." 

T. I think I see what the "baptismal cove- 
nant" means ; and it certainly must be right that 
we should remember this our solenm engage- 
ment all the days of our Hves. This does not 
only belong to children, but to persons of every 
age. 

W, Certainly ; and we ought constantly to bear 
this in mind ; and therefore as you have said, it 
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is a grievous mistake to think that we may lay 
aside our Catechism when we grow up, just as if it 
were nothing more than a book for cMdren. 

THE BELIEF. 

T. Now, suppose, William, we look at the second 
part of the Catechism. 

W, The Creed, or Belief, is clearly explained 
in the Catechism. It is a declaration that we be- 
lieve in God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost. This Creed is pubhcly pronoxmced 
by us whenever we go to church ; and as some 
people might perhaps repeat the words without 
Knowing the meaning of them, the Catechism shows 
us what we principally or " chieflv learn in these 
articles of our behef ;" — ^first, to believe in "God 
the Father, who hath made us and aU the world ;" 
secondly, in "God the Son, who hath redeemed us 
and all mankind ;" — and thirdly, in "God the Holy 
Ghost, who sanctifiethus and all the elect people of 
God." This is so plainly expressed here, that I do 
not know that we need take up much time in trying 
to make it plainer. 

T, The chief meaning of the Apostles* Creed 
does, to be sure, seem to be very clearly explained 
in a very few words, in the Catechism ; but yet I 
think, there is a great deal in it for our further 
consideration. 

When we sav that we believe in God the Fa- 
ther, we are led to ask ourselves, whether we 
honour Him and obe^ Him as our Father; and 
we cannot help grievmg at the thought that, as 
He made us and "all the world," there should be 
any in the world who do not look up to Him as 
their Almighty Father, — ^their Maker, — and their 
constant Preserver. 

Again, when we declare that we beheve in 
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"God the Son who hath redeemed us and all 
mankind,'* should we not ask ourselves whether we 
really do trust to his merits, and consider them 
as the price of our redemption, and look upon his 
sufferings and death as the only means by which 
a way of salvation is opened to us ; as the method 
by which " alone we o otain remission of our sins, 
and are made partakers of ihe kingdom of hea- 
ven?"* And are we truly thankml when we 
acknowledge that this redemption extends to all 
men, — that we can each of us say, " I believe in 
God the Son, who redeemed me and all man- 
kind T 

Again, when we b&j, "I believe in God the 
Holy Ghost, who sanctiiieth me and all the elect 
people of God," we must see that those who are 
sanctified or made holy, are made so by the Holy 
Spirit of God : and this ought to lead us earnestly 
to pray for the help of that Divine Power, that 
we may be amon^ the number of those devout 
Christians, who, Being sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost, shall receive that inheritance which Christ 
hath purchased for us all, and which will be given 
to all those who, by faith, accept the offered mercy, 
and who, by a holy life, seek to be prepared for 

ite 

Let us look, however, at the next division of the 
Catechism. 

THE COMMANDMENTS. 

W. I think that you and I did discuss the Com- 
mandments before,t when we were talking about 
the Church Prayers. 

T, Yes, we did; and we remarked that the 
Ten Commandments were explained in that part 
of the Catechism called the "Duty to God," and 
• Cknmnnnion Service. f See p. 87. 
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the "Duty to our Neighbour -."—that the "Duty 
to God" explained the first table of the Law, that 
is, the first four commandments ; — and that the 
"Duty to our Neighbour" explained the second 
table of the Law, that is, the last six command- 
ments. 

W, Yes, and veiy beautiful explanations they are, 
teaching, in a Christian sense, the whole substance 
of the Law and the Prophets, "love to God," and 
" love to man." 

But since we have already conversed on this part, 
we perhaps should do better to go on to the next 
division. 

PRAYER. 

As the Lord's Prayer is that which Christ Him- 
self taught us to use, and as all our prayers are 
made after the model and manner of that prayer, 
it seems (juite proper that the person who ex- 
amines children should know whether they can 
say that prayer. We know that it is a Christian's 
duty to study the commandments of God, and to 
endeavour to live by them; but the Catechism 
shows us that "we are not able to do these things 
of ourselves, nor to walk in the commandments 
of God without his special grace, which we must 
learn at all times to call for by diUgent prayer. 
Now, when the child has said the " Lord's Prayer," 
the examiner asks the meaning of what has been 
said : " What desirest thou of God in this Prayer ?" 
Then follows the explanation in the Catechism, 
which teaches us the meaning of the prayer. 
We say, " Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth as it is in heaven." Now, 
by these words, we acknowledge God to be our 
heavenly Father ) we pray that his name may be 
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held in great honour ; that the knowledge of Him 
may spread throughout the world, and that it 
may be the desire of all mankind on earth to do 
his will, as it is the desire of angels in heaven. 
Or, as the Catechism explains it, we each of us 
are to understand ourselves as saying, ^I desire 
my Lord God our heavenly Father, who is the 
giver of all goodness, to send his grace unto me, 
and to all people, that we may worship Him, serve 
Him, and obey Him, as we ought to do." When 
we say, " Give us this day our daily bread," it is 
asking for such things as our heavenly Father 
sees to be sufl&cient for the supply of our bodily 
wants, and also to send us the bread of life whicn 
cometh from above, namely, the blessing of his 
Gospel and his grace ; or, as it is explamed, ^all 
things that be needful both for our souls and 
bodies." When we say, "Forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive them that trespass against 
us," and ask of the Almightv, that H!e would not 
"lead us into temptation, out would deUver us 
from evil," we are asking, as the Catechism ex- 
plains it, that our heavenly Father "would be 
merciful imto us, and forgive us our sins, and that 
it would please Him to save and defend us from all 
enemies, ghostly (spiritual^ and bodiljr, and from 
all sin and wickedness, and trom everlastingdeath :" 
and when we say, "Amen," we mean, "so be it." 
We express our confidence that God both can and 
wiU give us those things that we ask for : "this 
I trust He will do of his mercy and goodness, and 
therefore I say, * Amen,* so be it." 

T. It seems to me that the answer to the 
question, "What desirest thou of Gk)d in this 
Prayer 1" gives a clear explanation of the meaning 
of the Lord's Prayer. But, to go thoroughlv into 
an examination of every separate part of the Prayer 
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would take up much more room than would be 
right in an examination of children. But there 
is so much in the Lord's Prayer, that the more 
we consider it, the more we find to think of ; and 
if our minds are in such a state as to ask sincerely 
for all the things which this prayer contains^ we 
shall be really thankful that our Lord hath given 
us his directions how to pray, and we shaU see 
how exactly suited these petitions are to a Chris- 
tian's wants. 

But now I think we have considered four of the 
divisions of the Catechism. 

The next contains 

THE SACBAMENTS. 

W, Yes, the explanation of the two Sacraments, 
Bajptism, and the Supper of the Lord, 

T. Yes : and the question is then very properly 
asked, " What is the meaning of the word Sacra^ 
menti" And the answer just explains what it 
means : and, from this answer, we see that Bap- 
tism and the Lord*8 Supper are both sacraments, 
and that there are these two sacraments only. 

W. Yes, these two only. In the Roman Catho- 
lic Church I think that they reckon five* more 
sacraments besides the two wnich are reaUy such ; 
but, however useful some of these services may 
be, none of them can be considered as sacraments, 
for a sacrament is "an outward visible sign of an 
inward and spiritual grace given unto us :" it is some 
outward sign appointed by Christ as a means of 
receiving some inward grace, and a pledge whereby 
that grace is, as it were, secured to us. 

T. Why, yes, I think I so understand it. Bap- 
tism and the Lord's Supper are both sacramentis, 

* These are Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and 
Extreme Unction. See 25th Article of our Church. 

g3 
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because there is an outward sign, and an inward 
grace, belonging to both. In ^ptism tuater is 
the outward sisn: it is a sign of that inward 
purifying of the neart which is called regeneration, 
^ a deatn unto sin, and a new birth unto right- 
eousness." And in the Lord's supper, bread and 
wine are the outward signs : ana they represent 
the body and blood of Christ, which is received 
inwardly and spiritually by the faithful in the 
Lord's supper. 

W, I think, Thomas, ^ou and I understand this 
ahke : the Catechism, mdeed, explains it clearly, 
and in a very few words. But, for fear that we 
should be contented with only imderstanding these 
things, or only receiving them, we are taught in 
what state of mind we ought to receive them, that 
they may not be mere forms, but may be really 
made instrumental to the good of our souls. 

T. It is very true. For those who would re- 
ceive the blessings of Christ's rehnon, two things 
are needful, repentance Bud faith. 1 thmk the Bible 
says, "Repent, and believe the Gospel;" and 
here, the Catechism reminds us that there must 
be sorrow for past sins, and a humble but firm 
resolution to forsake them — which is repentance ; 
and that there must be Hkewise faith, that is, a 
belief in the Gospel promises, that through Christ's 
merits those who truly repent will be received into 
fovour. 

TT. Certainly these two things are required of 
persons to be baptized : we know from Scripture 
that it is so. 

T. Yes, and because infants cannot themselves 
perform these things, cannot exercise repentance 
and faith, this is a very good reason why other 
persons should do it in their names. But the 
Church again calls upon these infants to declare 
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their own assent to these things, when they come 
to an age to understand their meaning. ^ that, 
if they would desire, or expect, to be sound mem- 
bers of Christ's Church, they must have those dis- 
positions which are required of Christ's people ; 
they must have "repentance" for past sins, and 
"fjEdth" to beUeve the promises to the penitent 
which are given in the Gospel. This is the reason, 
as I understand, why young persons are brought 
to the Bishop to be confirmed oy him. 

W. Yes, certainly. We see, moreover, that the 
Catechism shows the disposition with which any 
person ought to go to the Lord's Supper, as well 
as to Baptism. 

T. Exactly so. And the duty of those who 
would commimicate is given in very few words : 
but, to my mind, these words express all that can 
be said on the subject. I know it is a Christian's 
duty to attend this sacrament, and I see that he 
ougnt to consider well what he is doing, and seek 
to attend it with a right disposition. It would be 
well for us all if we would see that we are to attend 
the Lord's Table, because the Lord hath commanded 
all his followers to do so. And that we may go 
in a right state of preparation, we should do well 
" to examine ourselves whether we truly repent of 
our former sins," " steadfastly purposing" and fully 
intending " to lead a new life ; whether we " have 
a hvely foith in God's mercy through Christ," ex- 
pecting pardon of our sins, in consequence of his 
sacrifice : whether we " have a thankful remem- 
brance of his death :" such a sense of gratitude for 
this OTeat act of mercy as shaU lead us to love and 
obey Him ; and whether we are seeking and striving 
and desiring to be in " charity," that is, love and 
peace, " with all men." 
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CONVERSATION III. 

ON CONFIRMATION, 

The/mm, I find, William, that the Bishop is ex- 
pected to come soon ; and as I intend my eldest 
boy to go to be confirmed, I should like to have 
a few minutes' conversation with you on the 
subject. I know very weU that all the services 
which are appointed by the Church have great 
use and meaning if we understand them properly ; 
and I therefore think we ought to try to under- 
stand them, and not engage in any of them without 
an anxious desire to see weU what we are doing, 
and an earnest wish that we may be thus helped on 
in our Christian course. 

WiUiam. It is very true, Thomas : — and I should 
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hope that nobody would go to the Bishop to be 
confirmed without well considering, beforehand, 
the solemn work that he is going to perform. 

T, Nobody should go, without such considera- 
tion: but many I am afraid do go without any 
right consideration at all. I remember when I 
went to be confirmed myseli^ I had none of the 
feeling which I ought to have had. And yet it 
was nobody's fault but my own. The clergyman 
examined us all; and I was able to answer the 
questions which he asked, — and so all seemed well ; 
out he could not see into my heart, and know how 
very Httle I thought upon tne solemn engagement 
I was entering upon. 

W, No: that belongs to God alone. But the 
clergyman was right in asking you such questions 
as he beUeved to be necessary. It was his duty 
to see that you could say the Creed, the Lord's 
Praver, and the Ten Commandments, and answer 
such other questions out of the Catechism as he 
might think fit to ask. In Confirmation, we take 
upon ourselves the vow which was made for us at 
our Baptism by others ; so that the clergyman can- 
not properly present you to the Bishop, unless you 
can satisfy nim that you know what that vow was. 
If you could answer such questions as the clergy- 
man put to you, he would not wish to keep you 
from the Bishop : but whether you went with an 
honest and sincere desire to engage solemnly in 
the service of Christ, to whom you here pledged 
yourself, — ^for this you must answer to God alone. 

T, Why, this is exactly what I feel: and I 
therefore now see what a sin it was to go care- 
lessly to such a service. I trust that, through 
God*s mercy, I am brought to repent of this my 
sin : and for this and all my other o£fences, I look 
for pcurdon through that Saviour, whom I trust it 
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is now my desire to serve. But as I see the 
danger of undertaking such solemn engs^ements 
carelessly, you cannot wonder at my wish that 
my chilmren should think of what they are doing, 
more devoutly than I did myself. 

W, It is indeed a subject which requires very 
serious consideration. Every one who goes to l>e 
confirmed should not only understand what he is 
doing, but should feel the great importance of it. 

2\ Let us look at our Prayer Book, William. 
We shall see there exactly the nature of the service. 

W. Here it is, Thomas ; — and here is the place. 
— ^Thb Order op Confirmation; — ^it comes di- 
rectly affcer the Catechism. 

T, WeU, now, here we read exactly what Con- 
firmation is. It is, "That children, being now 
come to the years of discretion, and having learned 
what their godfathers and godmothers promised 
for them at their baptism, may themselves, with 
their own mouths and consent, openly before the 
Church, ratify and confirm the same ; and also 
promise, that, by the grace of Gk)d, they will ever- 
more endeavour, themselves, faithfully to observe 
such things as theyby their own comession have 
assented unto." — ^These are the words that are 
addressed to those who go to be confirmed, and by 
these the meaning of Confirmation is plainly 
shown ; it is taking the baptismal vow upon our- 
selves. The Bishop then solemnly asks those who 
come to him, whether they really come with a sin- 
cere desire of renewing with God the covenant into 
which they were admitted by others, when they 
were infants. He puts this question, ** Do ye here, 
in the presence of God and of this congregation, re- 
new the solemn promise and vow that was made in 
your name at your Baptism ; ratifying and confirm- 
ing the same in your own persons, and acknowledg- 
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in^ yourselves bound to believe and to do all those 
things which your godfathers and godmothers then 
undertook for you V* And every one is to answer, 
** I DO." Now this I call something so solemn, that 
it ought not to be undertaken without much thought 
and consideration. I was talking to my neighbour, 
WiUiamson, yesterday, on this matter, and he is so 
particular al>out it that he will not let his children 
go to be confirmed at all. 

W. Why, there I think he is wrong. Whatever 
belong to us as Christians, ought to be done? 
there is danger of doing any of our rehgious services 
unworthilv : but this thought should teach us to 
watch and pray, and strive, with Gtod's help, to do 
them with a right spirit ? it should not serve us as 
an excuse for neglecting them. When we neglect 
to perform any uiown duty, we are sure that we are 
doing wrong. 

T, So I think. And for that reason, I mean 
that my boy should go ; and I shall try, with Gtod's 
blessing, to make him understand why he goes. 
Now it seems to me that, to understand Confinna- 
tion properly, we should look at the baptismal 
service. 

W, Certainly; because Confirmation is a re- 
newal of Baptism ; I mean, it is taking upon our- 
selves the promise made for us at Baptism. 

T. Exactly so : and this is just showing what it 
is to be sincere Christians, and pledging ourselves 
that it is our desire, and shall be our endeavour 
to be such. But we cannot be such without the 
help of God's Spirit; and we cannot expect to 
receive such help, unless we sincerely desire to be 
led by that Spirit and to make it our study to Hve 
according to our Christian profession. 

W. We cannot: we must seek earnestly for 
God's Holy Spirit, to enable us to serve Him ; and 
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we may more particularly expect to receive his 
help, when we are seeking it in his holy ordi- 
nances ; and if we are sincerely desirous of such 
help, and anxious to hve by it, we shall also desire 
to engage, on our own parts, in this solemn cove- 
nant> that our faith may be strengthened, and our 
exertions enUvened. Besides, even though we neg- 
lect this ordinance, we are still answerahle for our 
behaviour just the same. We have the same work 
to do ; and we are giving up a great opportunity 
of acquiring the needful help. 

T. That is certainly true. If we understand 
aright what a Christian's calling is, we shall gladly 
embrace every means of acquiring strength for our 
work. Surely every one who goes to be confirmed 
should know what his work is, and he wiU then 
be truly thankful that there are such great privileges 
and such gracious promises belonging to Christians, 
He wiU be anxious to partake of Si the great privi- 
leges and blessings which the Gospel promises, and 
Jie wiU be fiill of gratitude for them ; and this feel- 
ing of gratitude will lead him to desire, in all things, 
to act up to his Christian profession, and, in every 
thing, to do the will of God. 

W. It wHl, indeed. A true Christian delights in 
thinking of God's mercies, and is thankful for every 
blessing and every grace which God so mercifully 
bestows ; and this gratitude shows itself in a desire 
to do the will of God, and in an earnest endeavour 
to walk in his ways. 

T. To be sure : and I look upon a Christian's 
business to be stated in the service of Baptism ; 
and no man is allowed to be called a Christian, 
unless he is pledged to act as such. But, as this 
pledge was entered into for us at Baptism by others, 
if we desire to be Christians, now we are of age to 
think for ourselves, we must now take upon our- 
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selves this vow ; and we must do it as if we really 
wished and intended to keep it. We know what 
the vow is. 

It is, 1st, "To renounce the devil and all his 
works," to give up everything that we know to be 
contrary to the will of God ; — " the pomps and vani- 
ties of this wicked world :'* everything that is con- 
trary to godhness, however it may be practised by 
the world aroimd us ; — " all the sinful lusts of the 
flesh," all those practices which go to the indulgence 
of the body, if they are contrary to the purity of the 
soul. 

2ndly, We are bound, as Christians, to " believe 
all the articles of the Christian faith ;" to accept 
with sincere trust and confidence all that is written 
in the Christian Scriptures, and to look for salvation 
to the method by which it is there promised, i. e. 
through the merits of our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

3rdly, We are bound to live like Christians, " to 
keep God's holy will and commandments, and walk 
in the same aU the days of our lives." — Now these 
are solemn promises. But they are all such as 
Christians are, and must be, bound by ; but when 
we engage publicly to be bound by them, we ought 
certainly to do tms with the greatest seriousness, 
and most devout attention. 

W, We ought, indeed. 

T. I remember, when I went to be confirmed, 
the churchwarden sent us all in a waggon, and we 
were laughing and playing the whole of the way, 
and so were in no very good state to go about such 
a solemn work ; and then, after the service was 
over, we were taken to the ale-house, and had bread 
and cheese and beer, and we all thought it nothing 
else but a fine holiday. 

W, Why, Thomas, I must say a word for the 
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churchwarden there— for the town is rather too far 
to walk to, and he took you in his waggon that you 
might not go in hot and weary I so that this was 
meant as an accommodation to you. If you joined 
in improper conversation, and drove good thoughts 
out of your minds, it was your own foults, you 
know. 

T. To be sure it was. 

W, And then again — ^after the service, it was 
needful that you should have some refreshment, 
and you were therefore taken to the pubhc-house 
to get it ; if you behaved ill there, it was your own 
faults again. 

T, Oh yes, I know it ; but yet it seems to me 
that it is a great matter to keep the mind in a right 
state on such occasions, and therefore notlmig 
should be done which is likely to drive out- good 
thoughts and put in bad ones. I should be very 
sorry to have my boy led into any temptation on 
that dav, to forget what a solemn engagement he 
was undertaking ; and rather than run any risk of 
it, I would wilhngl;^ give up my day's work for 
the sake of going with him myself, tliat he might 
thus stand a better chance of keeping out of harm's 
way. 

W, Why, I think it would be your duty to do so. 
But I should hope there would not be any occasion 
for it ; for you know what great pains our good 
clergyman has taken to teach all the young people 
how solemnly they ought to have their mincb turned 
to the business they are engaging in : and you 
know how particular he and the gentlemen of the 
parish were in fixing upon such cnurch wardens as 
had a ri^ht and rehgious knowledge of their Chris- 
tian duties : and vou know, besides, how desirous 
theywere that both the clerk and the schoolmaster 
should be truly Christian men ; and I think they 
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are such ; — so that, whoever goes with the children 
to the Confirmation, they wHl endeavour to keep 
them out of the way of what is wrong, and will try 
to fix their minds on the subject which, at such a 
time, ought most to be in their minds. 

T. Why, yes, I beUeve no parish can be better 
off than ours in these respects. I know the clergy- 
man will have an eye to them himself: — and, when 
he is obhged to be away, still they will be in good 
hands. 

W. I think so; and I truly hope that God's 
blessing may be with them, that they may all be, 
what in this service they pledge themselves to be, 
the faithfiil servants of God — " and that they may 
be his for ever." 

T. Yes; we cannot pray for them in words 
better than those which the church appoints the 
Bishop himself to use on laying his hands on the 
children. — "Defend, Lord, this thy child with 
thy heavenly grace, that he may continue thine for 
ever, and dailjr increase in thy Holy Spirit more 
and more, until he come imto thy everlasting king- 
dom." 
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CONVEESATION IV. 

ON THE MARRIAGE SERVICE. 

WiUiam, Do joxi know what the bells are ring- 
ing for this morning, Thomas 1 You seem to be 
coming from the church, so perhaps you can tell 
me. 

Thomas, Oh yes ; why don't you know that 
Richard Simpson is married to Ann Deck 1 

W, Oh, they are married, are they ? I heard 
them asked out last Sunday, but I did not know 
when they were t^) be married. Well, I think they 
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are two as steady young people as any in the 
parish ; and I hope they will be happy. 

T. I hope so too ; and there seems every pro- 
spect of it. I have known Eichard for several years, 
and he is what I call a truly well-disposed youth. 
He has always been regular at church, and he 
seemed to take a dehght in learning what was good, 
and in hving according to it ; and I think that he 
has chosen a wife of pretty much the same way of 
thinking as himself : they both of them seem to be 
industrious and considerate young people ; and, as 
far as we can judge, I think they are both im- 
pressedwith the importance of rehgion, and that they 
really both of them wish to be partakers of its 
blessings and to be guided by its rules. I have 
had a good deal of conversation with Richard lately, 
and he very much wished that I should attend him 
to church at his wedding : and you know his bride 
is a sort of relation of mine, and I have known her 
for some time ; and she was glad that I should give 
her away. 

W, Oh, now I understand why you should be 
coming from the church. 

T, Yes : I was willing to go with them, as they 
both wished it. And I can assure you, that I never . 
saw a wedding better conducted in my life, — every 
thing was so decent and becoming ; there was in 
both the bride and the bridegroom a sort of reh- 
gious reverence, which we do not often see on such 
occasions. 

W. But it is what there ought always to be on 
such occasions, Thomas. 

T. To be sure. The Church service tells us, 
that "matrimony is an honourable estate, insti- 
tuted of God," — "that it is not to be taken in 
hand unadvisedly, Hghtly, or wantonly," — but " re- 
verently, discreetly, advisedly, and in the fear of 
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God." Now, when we are thus reminded of the 
sacred nature of this engagement, and when we are 
going to make a solemn vow, which is to be binding 
upon us all our lives, — ^and when this is done, too, 
in the house of God, — ^and when we thus, with 
particular solemnity, call upon Him to be a witness 
of the sacredness of our engagement, it must show a 
YBTY wrong state of mind, indeed, to be careless and 
trining at such a time, 

W, It must, indeed. But how often do we see 
people go to attend a wedding as if it were a merry- 
making, and an opportunity of showing off their fine 
clothes ! one would not wish to see people with a 
sad and melancholy look on such an occasion ; but 
there is a difference between being melancholy, and 
being properly thoughtful. Sometimes I have seen 
the bride and bridegroom themselves behaving in 
a very careless and unbecoming manner ; but this 
I think does not often happen. It is the people 
that go to see the wedding that generally behave 
the worst. There are some idle gossips in this 
parish that are sure to be at every wedding, though 
they perhaps seldom are at church at any other 
time : and then there is often a noise, and a 
whispering, and laughing, and a going in and out, 
and a clattering of pattens, so as to raise a very 
great disturbance m the church, and to make 
everything quite different from what it ought to 
be. 

T, I wish you had been at church this morning 
WilUam, you would have seen nothing to find fauft 
with. I had heard that our good mmister, when 
he first came to the narish, had talked very seri- 
ously to the people wno came to see a wedding. 
They had not behaved to his mind: and when 
service was over, he begged them to stop a few 
minutes, as he had a word or two to say to them ; 
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and they listened very attentively to what he said, 
and he then told them, that when they attended 
any of the services of the Church, it was but 
decent and proper that they should be still and 
quiet : moreover, he said that there was a ^eat 
deal of good to be got from these services, if we 
attended to them, and joined in them as we ought 
to do. He said that he did not wish to keep them 
away from the church on such occasions, for he 
was always glad to see them there ; but that they 
ought to consider themselves as a congregation 
assembled in Qod's house, and ought to conduct 
themselves accordingly ; that they should come be- 
fore the service began, that they might not dis- 
turb the body, and that the^ should take their 
seats in the church and join in the service, and 
do it with devotion and reverence : and he could 
then look at them with pleasure, and beKeve that, 
when they all joined together in prayer to the 
Almighty, their petitions would be heard. And I 
assure you, William, that the people who came to 
the wedding this morning, all seemed as if they 
remembered what he had said. They all tooK 
their places, and all behaved steadily ; some had 
Prayer Books with them, and it seemed to me as 
if they all joined in the prayers. 

W, Certainly, Thomas, the people present are 
supposed to be a congregation of Christian wor- 
shippers, and the minister is directed to address 
them as such. At the beginning of the service 
he says, " Dearly beloved, we are gathered to- 
gether in the sight of God, and in the face of tlm 
congregation^ to join together this man and this 
woman in holy matrimony." And then we may 
expect a blessing when all the people present join 
in such a prayer as this : — " O eternal God, Crea- 
tor and Preserver of all mankind. Giver of all 
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spiritual life ; send thy blessings upon these thy 
servants," — " that they may ever remain in per- 
fect love and peace together, and hve according to 
thy laws, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

T, I say, William, the more I think of these 
things, the more consistent and excellent I see 
that ail the services of our Church are; and 
therefore, the more one feels disturbed when they 
are not looked upon as they ought to be. But I 
can assure you, as far as outward appearance 
went, every thing this morning was very much 
what one could wish. 

W, Why, you know, we can only judge by out- 
ward appearance, we can see no fSarther ; and we 
know that if things are wrong outwardly, they can- 
not be right withm. 

T. No, that is true ; but there may be a good 
fidr outside appearance, whilst all is wrong within. 

W, Certainly ; but of that " God is the Judge." 
— When, however, I see a solemn attention to 
outward forms, I am always disposed to hope that 
some good is going on within ; and I wish to con- 
sider decency of behaviour as a sign that the heart 
is right. 

T, This is the charitable way of considering 
the matter, certainly, and I hope it is often the 
true way : and we may say, I think, that devo- 
tional outward behaviour often leads to an inward 
devotion of the heart ; so that I really beheve that 
our minister's attention to all the services of the 
Church has been the means of producing a real 
spirit of religion in this parish, and has, with Gk>d's 
blessing, brought many to a knowledge of the truth, 
and a desire to beheve and to hve hke real Chris- 
tians. 

W, I fully beheve i% Thomas; and, as you 
justly say, it must be " with Qod's blessing :" — 
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for " Paul may plants and Apollos may water," 
but it must be " God that giveth the increase." 

T, Yes ; and our minister seems to be fully sen- 
sible of that ; and whilst he seems so anxious 
that all things should be done " decently and in 
order," he always tries to convince us that it is 
not merely for the sake of form that he wishes 
this, but that we may obtain the blessings which 
we ask for, and which we cannot expect to obtain 
if we ask them in a careless, irreverent, and trifling 
manner. 

W, This must be all right, Thomas. 

T, I think so ; but, talking of the marriage 
service, we often see that it is considered some- 
thing that people need not be thoughtful or serious 
about. I am sure those who made the service 
of the Church did not look upon it in that way. 
They did not consider it as a matter to be made 
light of. 

W. Certainly, they did not ; neither ought we, 
I have sometimes seen some of the silly people 
in the church look about them and laugh when 
they have heard the banns published ; but all this 
is wrong. 

T. To be sure. And there is a custom which 
I have seen in some parishes, but I must say it 
appears to me a very bad one. I mean the wed- 
ding-people meeting at a public-house before the 
service, and walking from the ale-house to the 
church. 

W, Why, that is very bad indeed, Thomas ; I 
hope it is not a common practice. 

T. I hope not ; for when once the people are 
in the public-house, we may expect that there 
will be some drinking going on. 

W, Yes, and just on going into the church too, 
and entering upon an engagement on which so 

H 
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much of the happiness of this world, and probably 
of the next, may depend ! On such an occasion, 
nothing should be done to disturb the mind, ana 
keep it from that calm and devout reflection which 
it ought then particularly to possess. But, if people 
go to the ale-house before tney go to be married, 
they will probably go to church in a wrong state of 
mind. Neither should they go to the iJe-house 
after the wedding : it is the worst place they can 
keep the wedding at. 

T, I think so indeed. — Well, as I said before, 
we had every thing this morning C[uite as one could 
have wished. 1 think I never paid so much atten- 
tion to the marriage service before. I could not 
help feeling greatly affected by it. It is a beauti- 
ful service. 

W, Yes ; and it is wonderful to see how httle 
attention we are apt to pay to these services ; for 
whenever we think of them as we ought to do, we 
cannot help seeing how very noble, and beautiful, 
and devout they are. The Church seems to have 
a Christian watchfulness for all her people ; she 
would willingly lead them in the way of godliness 
from the crfi5le to the grave. 

T, It is verv true. I was much struck with 
the solemn address of the minister this morning, 
at the beginning of the marriage service, where 
he speaks to the people, and with the true affec- 
tion of a Christian, calls them his " Dearly be- 
loved ;" and he then said, that we are gathered 
together ** in the sight of GOD, and of this con- 
gregation." This was enou^, at once, to put an 
end to trifling thoughts. Then he went on to 
tell us that *' Matrimony was an honourable state, 
instituted by God Himself," — and that it was there- 
fore not to be undertaken " unadvisedly, lightly, 
or wantonly." I thought it good to be remmded 
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of these things : and. this solemn address is well 
suited to engage the attention of aU the congre- 
gation, as well as of the bridegroom and the 
bride. I think I shall make it my business often 
to look at the vow which I myself made at my 
marriage, that I may see what 1 have so solemnly 
promised, and examine myself whether, in my own 
behaviour to my wife, I am keeping my vow or 
not. 

W, I think that is a very good plan. I have for 
man^ years been in the habit of reading over the 
service every year on my wedding-day. 

T, And 1 think I shall do the same, as long as 
it shall please God that I may Uve. The husband 
promises to " love his wife, to honour and keep 
her in sickness and in health ; and, forsaking aU 
others, keep only to her as long as they both shall 
live." Now, whoever is unkind to his wife,— or 
neglects her, — or is unfaithful to her, — or who 
does not comfort her in her sickness, or exert him- 
self to support her in her health, is not only doing 
a very cruel thing, but is behaving in a manner 
quite dishonourable, and breaking a very solemn 
vow. 

TT. What think you, Thomas, of a man spending 
his time and his money at the ale-house, whilst his 
poor wife at home is almost breaking her heart for 
his absence, and counting every moment till he 
comes home aeain ? 

T. I don't like to call names, WilHam, but there 
is hardly any name bad enough for such a man. 
But our neighbour. Jack Simkins, says, that his 
wife is so cross, and everything is so miserable at 
his own house, that he can't bear home. 

W, Yes ; but whose fault is that ? If Jack 
would be more careful, and bring his money home 
for his feimily, his wife could get things more nice 
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and comfortable, and make his house as tidy as 
other people's. 

T. I think so too ; he does not put it in her 
power to have things as they should oe ; and then 
he grumbles because things are wrong. But then 
he says that his wife always looks so cross and 
melancholv when he goes home, that he has no 
pleasure tnere. 

W, Ah, poor thing; she has enough to make 
her melancholy. However, it is her duty to try 
to make home agreeable to her husband as far 
as she can. If he is cross with her she should 
still trv to behave well to him : a kind and cheer- 
ful look, as if she was glad to see him, might do 
him good. She, perhaps does not do her best in 
trying to please mm ; there may be faults on both 
sides. 

T. Oh, yes ! and, you know, the woman is bound 
as well as the man : — she is to " obey him, and to 
serve him," as well as to " love and honour him." 
I do not understand, by this, that the wife is to 
be the slave of her husband ; — but, to prevent dis- 
putes, and to promote peace and harmony, it is 
needfiil that one should submit,^and Ood hath 
decided which it shall be. 

W, Yes : and if the husband be a Christian- 
minded man, he will never require an^hing but 
what it would be the pleasure of a Christian wife 
to do. 

T, That is certainly true. Well, I assure you, 
all the service seemed to me this morning to come 
with great power, and to be fiill of verv important 
meaning. I don't know how it was, out no part 
of it seemed to escape me ; it certainly is a very 
aflfecting service. But you know, and we need not 
therefore go through it together, as we have done 
some of the other services. 
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W, Why, it is so plain to any person who will 
give good attention to it, that it requires only to be 
read with proper thoughtfulness, and its true mean- 
ing wiU presently be seen. 

T, I was wonderfully struck with the solemn 
prayer to the Almighty as soon as the ring was put 
on : it is a prayer to the " eternal God, the Creator 
and Preserver of all mankind, the Giver of all spiri- 
tual grace, the Author of everlasting hfe, that He 
would send his blessing upon these ms servants, — 
that they may perform and keep the vow and cove- 
nant betwixt them made, and may ever remain in 
perfect love and peace together, and hve according 
to Gk)d's laws, through Jesus Christ." 

W. Yes, and how beautiful, and how solemn and 
Christian-like is the blessing which the minister 
gives to the married couple, — or I should rather 
say, that he begs of God to give them ! 

« God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy 
Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep you : the Lord 
mercifully look upon you ; and so fill you with aU 
spiritual benediction and grace, that ye may so Hve 
together in this life, that in the world to come ye 
may have hfe everlasting." 

T. Yes, that is noble! And then the Psalm, 
and the Lord's Prayer, and the petitions that are 
offered to the Almighty to give nis blessing to his 
** servant and his handmaid ! — All this makes it 
what I call a truly religious service ; and it ought 
certainly to be considered as such, and to be very 
highly regarded and respected. 

W, Certainly : and if we are in earnest in what 
we pray for, we shall try to cultivate that Chris- 
tian disposition of love and affection which we 
beg of God to bestow upon us. The priest offers 
up this prayer, that God would " pour upon those 
wnom he has joined together m marriage, the 

h2 
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riches of his grace, that He would sanctify and bless 
them, that they may please Him both in body and 
soul, and hve together in holy love imto their lives' 
end." 

T, This is beautiful ! and how excellent is the 
exhortation, or sermon that the minister reads 
to the married couple before they leave the church! 
It is full of spiritual instruction how a man ought 
to behave himself to his wife, — and how a wife 
ought to behave herself towards her husband. 
And we here find a consideration mentioned, which 
it concerns us all very seriously to think of ; that 
the "good conversation," the religious disposi- 
tion and behaviour of the wife, may be the means 
of winning an ungodlj husband to the faith and 
fear of God. And, m like manner, that a reli- 
gious husband may be the means of leading an 
ungodly wife to " the knowledge and the love of 
the truth." 

W, Yes, these are important considerations in- 
deed ! And if both are brought to a real love of 
that which is good, what an effect this must have 
upon their children after them ! There is no seeing 
the end of the good which religious parents may 
be the means of doing. 

T, Very true: — nor of the harm which bad 
parents may do. The good or the harm may, and 

frobably will, run through many generations. But 
must now leave you, w iUiam, and I wish every 
married couple would take these matters into con- 
sideration. The advice which ends the marriage 
service (from St. Peter) would be useful to many 
of the young women of our day — " Whose adorning 
let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on apparel: 
but let it be the hidden man of the heart, m that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
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meek and quiet spirit, which is, in the sight of God, 
of great price." 

W, Yes, this is excellent. And pray, Thomas, 
did you look at what the rubric says, at the end 
of the marriage service : — recommending the mar- 
ried couple to receive the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, the first opportunity after their marriage ? 

T. Yes ; and I have had some conversation both 
with Richard and his wife on that very point. They 
both seemed to think that it was right : and they 
both, I know, intend to do it. They seemed as if 
they should consider it as a great comfort thus to 
dedicate themselves to the Almighty together, and 
thus to seek for his blessing. 

W. Yes. Whatever we begin in the faith and 
fear of God, we may reasonably look for his blessing 
upon, — and on so important an event in our hves, 
wnat can we hope for without his blessing ? 

T. The blessing of God is certainly the first 
thing we ought to seek for.— But, William, I had 
almost forgotten to ask you what you think is the 
meaning of the word worship f The husband says, 
" With my body I thee worship ;" — what can this 
mean? 

W, Why, I look upon it that it means the same 
as hcmmir ; just as we sometimes say to a gentle- 
man, your worship, and sometimes your honour^ both 
meaning the same thing. The bridegroom shows 
by this expression, that he receives his bride into 
a state of honourable wedlock, — ^he puts on the ring 
as a pledge of this sacred promise, and he |it the 
same time endows her with all his worldly goods. 
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VISITATION OF THE SICK. 

WiUiam. How are you, Thomas 1 I was wishing 
to see you to ask after your poor father. I hear 
that he is very ill. 

Thomas. He is, indeed, William ; he is very ill ; 
and he is, you know, now at a great age. I doubt 
we shall lose him. It is a great comfort, however, 
to me, to see that he is so patient and resigned. 
He suffers a good deal of pain at times ; but we 
never hear him murmur or complain. He thinks 
himself that he shall go, but this does not distress 
him ; he feels as if he was going to a better place. 

W, What a blessing, and what a comfort it is 
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for a man to find such support in his latter end ! 
But I do believe that your mther is a sincere Chris- 
tian, and he now experiences the blessing and the 
happiness of having studied to serve the Lord faith- 
fully. He seems U> be receiving those great con- 
solations which support the dying Christian. 

jT. It is a great comfort to me^ I assure you, to 
think so. But I have known many sincere Chris- 
.tians, who have had their doubts and fears when 
'death seemed to be approaching ; and, on the other 
hand, many people who had been very indifferent 
about rehgion, have seemed quite easy at the 
approach of death. 

W. Oh, yes, it is indeed sometimes so : a man 
who has been indifferent about how he Hves, is 
often indifferent also about how he dies. The same 
thoughtlessness which belonged to him in his life, 
continues with him to the last : but this you know, 
is no proof of safety. 

T. Oh, no, quite the contrary. And then I 
think that the reason why some sincere Christians 
are full of anxiety at the thoughts of death, is that 
they know what is the true and right rule of duty : 
they know, I mean, what the word of God recjuires 
of them ; and they fear, because when they thmk of 
even their best services, they see how very far 
short they have come. 

W, Why, yes, this I take to be the cause ; and 
this is the reason why those good Christians who 
have made it the desire of their hves to do those 
things which the Gospel requires of them, have 
generally wished to lay aside all dependence upon 
their own works, and to place all their hopes of 
salvation on the merits of their Redeemer. 

T, Yes; it is indeed so. A Christian's hopes 
must be there. No man's works have ever yet 
reached the rule of Christian obedience ; and the 
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more anxious a man is to do right, the more he 
sees his own insufficiency ; and tne more desirous 
he is of resting on a better righteousness than his 
own for salvation. No man's works can be such 
as to be of value in the sight of God. The best of 
men must see, most clearly, that they are improfit- 
able servants. 

W, Certainly. But yet a man is not to suppose 
that he may Hve as he pleases ; and then say that 
he trusts to the merits of Christ, and therefore 
expects to be saved. 

T, Oh, no : the merits of Christ are the Christian's 
hope ; but we can hardly call a man a Christian 
who has persisted in hving just as he pleases, and 
who has never tried to foUow the directions of 
Christ. A sincere Christian is one who beheves 
in Christ, and who seeks to do his will. 

W. Undoubtedly : but yet if a man has not 
Hved as a Christian ought to do, he is not cut off 
from the hope of acceptance, if he really desires 
to repent and forsake his sins, and is earnestly 
seeking for pardon through the merits of Christ. 

T, I hope I have not said anything which can 
lead you to think that I would doubt the mercy 
of God, or the sufficiency of the merits of Christ ; 
for these are indeed imboimded, so that the greatest 
sinner is invited to repentance, and is told that, 
by the atonement made for his sins on the cross, 
he may be received into favour. To deny this, 
or to doubt it, or to refuse to hold out such gra^ 
cious promises to a repenting sinner, seems to me 
to be keeping back an offer which the Almighty 
Himself has, in his mercy, given us. But yet a 
repentance, begun only when death seems to 
threaten, is so hazardous, and its sincerity so 
doubtful, that we ought all of us to dread the 
putting off this great work to such an hour ; and 
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we ought all to try to give the best of our days 
to the service of God. 

W, To be sure. I agree with you entirely 
there. In a Christian, we ought to expect some 
Christian works, both as the fruits of faith, and 
as a preparation for his eternal abode. The em- 
ployment of the saints in heaven is to do the will 
of God : this, then, is the right preparation of 
Christians upon earth, and it ought therefore to be 
their work. 

T, To be sure. The Almighty can judge 
whether a man's repentance and faith be sincere, 
even though no opportunity should be allowed 
of proving this before men. But yet I do think, 
that, on a death-bed, a fear of punishment may 
lead a man just so far as to tremble for his past 
sins : and he may think he repents ; whereas, if 
he were to recover, he would be as bad again as 
ever: and this is therefore no true repentance. 
Besides, we may be cut off suddenly, without 
even this opportunity of reflecting on our past 
lives ; and, moreover, sin gains so much strength 
by habit, that the longer a man puts off his re- 
pentance, the harder the work is : he has also 
more to repent of, andless time to do it in. And 
these reasons, and many more, show us the danger 
of putting off the time for considering our latter 
end, and warn us against the danger of a death- 
bod repentance. 

W, Oh, yes ; and if even a long sickness does 
give us time to think of these things, how erievous 
it is to be harassed in our minds with the thoughts 
of a Hfe of rebeUion against God, at the very time 
when we want all the comfort and support which 
religion can give us ! When a minister comes to 
visit a sick sufferer, what a blessing it is when he 
can, from his conscience, afford him those consola- 
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tions, and hold up to him those glorious hopes, 
which belong to the faithful followers of Jesus 
Christ ! But what a painful thin^ it must be for 
a faithful ministei* of Christ, to visit the sick-bed 
of one who has never appeared till then to have 
thought seriously of his latter end ! I have often 
thought that this must be the most distressing 
part of a minister's duty. 

T, I think it must. But what a very important 
one it is ! And what a beautifiil service the Church 
provides for the visitation of the sick ! You and I 
nave often talked of the prayers which we offer 
up in the church ; but when we are prevented, by 
sickness, from attending at church, we have an op- 
portunity given us of worshipping at home ; and the 
minister of Christ holds out to the sick members of 
his flock that wholesome medicine which the Gospel 
affords. Our good minister called on my poor 
father yesterday, and I assure you it was a great 
comfort to us all to bring our griefe before the 
throne of grace, and to unite with the old man in 
our pjrayers and praises to our all-mercifiil Father 
who is m heaven. 

W, Oh, yes, the prayers for the sick make a 
beautiful service. How can we help being com- 
forted, and how can we help putting our trust in 
our heavenly Father, and lookmg to Him for help, 
whilst we offer up such a prayer as this ? — ** O 
Lord, look down from heaven ; behold, visit, and 
relieve this thy servant. Look upon him with 
the eyes of thy mercy, give him sure confidence 
in Thee, defend him from the danger of the enemy, 
and keep him in perpetual peace and safety, 
through- Jesus Christ our Lord." Li such a prayer 
as this, one cannot but look up to that great and 
merciftd Being, who will dispose of us, and all 
that belongs to us, in the way which He knows 
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to be the best. Indeed the whole of this service 
is just what we could wish for at such a time. 
There is a beautiful address to the sick person, 
to exhort him to think rightly of the purpose for 
which his sickness was sent, and to show Mm how 
it is to be turned to his spiritual " profit, and to 
help him forward in the way that leadeth imto 
everlasting life." 

T. Yes ; and the priest is then directed to ask 
the sick person some questions as to his behef, to 
see whether he places his hopes on the right foun- 
dation. As soon as we are admitted into the flock 
of Christ by baptism, our faith is declared. We 
worship the Father who made us, the Son who re- 
deemed us, and the Holy Ghost the Sanctifier of 
the people of God. The minister, therefore, very 
properly asks, whether the sick man continues 
true to the Christian profession, and his Christian 
faith. 

W, Yes. But many, I fear, when they are asked 
whether they beheve these things, answer, that 
they do, or that they " steadfastly beheve them," 
without considering what is meant by the ques- 
tions that are asked. 

jT. I am afraid so. It is an easy thing at a bap- 
tism, or a marriage, or at a confirmation, or on a 
sick-bed, to say, " I do," or « I will," or « AU this 
I steadfastly believe :" but it is quite another thing 
to have that faith and sincerity which on all such 
occasions is re(]^uired. 

W. But I think, Thomas, we may see how con- 
sistent and how right it is for the Church to lay be- 
fore us these necessary questions ; and if we don't 
answer them with a right mind, nobody is to blame 
but ourselves. 

T, That is very true. But many people do not 
know what questions are to be asked, and they 
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therefore do not know what to answer. That is the 
reason why we see people at a christening just nod 
their heads, instead of giving the right answer as it 
is written in the book. 

W, Why, these things are not studied enough. 
If we belong to the Church, we ought to study the 
Services of the Church. It would do us no harm 
to look at the Service for the Sick whilst we are 
well : we do not know how soon we may want it ! 
— and we should then join in it with more benefit 
in our time of need. 

y. I think we should. Sometimes, however, a 
sick man is in that state that he is hardly able to 
attend to the Service, and hsten to the questions, 
and give the answers as he should do. 

W. Very true. And this shows us the need of 
attending to the care of the soul whilst we are in 
health instead of putting it off till it is out of our 
power. 

T, To be sure ; but as to those people who do 
answer all these questions in the right words, how 
is the minister to know whether their faith be 
sincere or not ? 

W, He cannot know. But he is to ask such 
questions as are needful : and the true faith of a 
Christian is contained in the Apostles' Creed. This 
is the profession of faith that a Christian makes at 
his baptism. But whether the answers are ^ven 
in sinceri^ and truth, must be left to the judg- 
ment of HIM who khoweth the hidden things of 
the heart. 

T, It must be so. The minister, however, com- 
monly puts some questions to the sick person, by 
which he may be enabled to judge of the state of 
his mind : and at such time he can generally find 
this out, and he can then act accordingly. Our 
minister, to be sure, did talk very comfortably to 
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my father, before we went to prayers yesterday : 
and his words, I hope, were a benefit to us all, and 
prepared us to join, with more advantage, in the 
prayers which followed. How beautiful is the 
prayer which begins thus : and what a call upon 
us all to repentance ! " O most merciful Qod, who 
according to the multitude of thy mercies, dost so 
put away the sins of those who truly repent, that 
thou rememberest them no more ; open thine eye 
of mercy upon this thy servant," &c. The whole 
of this prayer is very beautiful, and I could not 
help being greatly affected by it. 

W. I do not wonder at it, indeed, Thomas. 

T, And then how suitable and how full of comfort 
is the psalm which is chosen ! the 71st it is, I 
think. It is, indeed, what may be considered as a 
veiT fine prayer ; and we can all join in it, and 
make it a petition, 

W, Oh, yes, it may and ought to be used in that 
way. 

r. And then how very solemn and Christian-hke 
is that short prayer, " O Saviour of the world, who 
by thy cross and precious blood, hast redeemed us ; 
save us and help us, we humbly beseech Thee, O 
Lord !" 

W, Yes, this is a noble address to Him who hath 
redeemed us, that, in our time of need, He would 
save us and help us. 

T, And then, again, how sacred and how full of 
comfort are the words which the minister speaks to 
the sick suficrer before he leaves him ! They leave 
him, as it were, in the hands of God : they seem so 
strikingly to show the power of the arm that sup- 
ports him, and all of us ; and they teach us so en- 
tirely to rest our confidence of salvation on Christ 
alone, that we have here all that comfort which the 
Qospel gives us, — and we have it at a time when we 
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want it most. They assure us that " the Ahnighty 
is a most strong tower to all them that put meir 
trust in Him," and " that there is none other name 
under heaven given to man, in whom and through 
whom he may receive health and salvation, but only 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

I do assure you I felt a great comfort, and I 
hope we all derived benefit from the minister's 
visit ; and I shall not easily forget my poor fother's 
looks when the minister said to him, "Unto God's 
gracious mercy and protection we commit thee. 
The Lord bless thee and keep thee. The Lord 
make his face to shine upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee. The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
thee, and give thee peace, both now and evermore." 
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CONVEKSATION VI. 

THE ORDER OF THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD, 
WILLIAM WALKER AND HIS WIFE. 

Mrs, W, Well, dear, and so you are come back 
from the funeral. Poor old Sam Brown ! I think 
he will be a good deal missed. He was, I do be- 
lieve, a true Christian : and his advice and help 
were often very useful to his neighbours. 

WiUiam, I beheve so, indeed. But he is gone to 
a better place : he has been long a sufferer here, 
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but he was enabled to bear his suiferings with 
patience, and indeed with thankfidness : his hopes 
were fixed on the right foundation, and he died 
" the death of the righteous." His faith was strong 
in the merits of his Lord and Saviour ; there he 
rested all his hopes, and this rock was his strength. 

Mrs, W. Oh yes ; he rested on a support that 
could not fail him ; and it is a great comfort to 
think, that, as far as we can judge, his life was in 
agreement with his death. He has long been a man 
wno seemed desirous of walking in all the wajrs of 
truth and of Christian duty ; his faith showed itself 
by his works. 

W, And yet he never seemed to trust to his 
works. His trust was in Christ. He built on the 
right foundation ; and thus his death was happy. 
It is true that we cannot always judge of a man's 
state by his feeling on his death-bed ; but, gene- 
rally speaking, a Christian who understands the 
Gk)spel right, and has Hved according to his know- 
ledge, wifl be the happiest in his end. To Hve the 
life of the righteous is the best of all preparations 
to die the death of the righteous ; and so I think 
it was with poor Brown. Poor fellow ! I cannot 
forget him. And the thoughts of what he was 
gave a sort of solemn feeling during the whole 
time of his funeral, — very different from what we 
experience when we attend the fimeral of a man 
whose past hfe and whose death you cannot think 
of with comfort. 

Mrs, W, Oh, yes ; it is very different indeed. 

W, The whole of the Fmieral Service seems to 
me as if it were made upon a supposition that the 
man has been a true Christian : — ^that he has Hved 
and died in the faith. 

Mrs. W. Yes, I think so. 

W, And this is all right. Our Church brings us 
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to be Christians from our childhood ; she sup- 
plies us with spiritual help from our Baptism to 
our Burial; aud all the Services of the Church 
contain such promises and such instructions as the 
Scriptures offer to those who, having professed the 
faith of Christ, are desirous of serving Him . Those 
who fall from the Christian faith and practice will 
be called to an account hereafter. We need not 
judge them : we must hope for the best. But, 
whenever we attend a funeral, we see what manner 
of men we ought to be : — and we cannot help 
being filled with a very melancholy feeUne when 
we fear that the character of him whom we lament 
has been very different from what we know that it 
ought to be, and which, at such a time, we could 
so much wish that it had been. 

Mrs, W. It is very true. " Blessed are the dead 
which die in the L&rd.''^ But I cannot help thinking 
that the Burial Service was intended for the good 
of the living : — so that it is our business to try 
what benefit we can derive from it, that we may 
thus be induced to prepare for our own end, that we 
may inherit the blessing of those who " after they 
are dehvered from the burden of the flesh, are in joy 
and feUcity." 

W, Oh, yes. And no service can be more hkely 
to produce this effect than the Funeral Service : ana 
no time can be more favourable for such impres- 
sions, than when we are standing by the grave of 
one who is gone to his account. 
:.Mr8, W, A man must indeed be in a sad state 
who cannot be touched at such a time : and, as 
you say, the service in itself is particularly suitable 
for such a purpose. 

W, Yes. How awfiil, and yet how fuU of com- 
fort, is the opening ! " I am the resurrection and 
the life, saith the Lord," &c. " I know that my 
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Redeemer liveth," &c. And then the Psalms, — 
how noble ! — and how full of true religious con- 
solation and instruction ! And the Lesson from 
St. Paul to the Corinthians ! who can hear this 
read without the most anxious desire to be one 
of those to whom God hath given " the victory 
through Jesus Christ our Lord ]" and who does not 
wish to be steadfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord," — "forasmuch as he 
knows that his labour is not in vain in the Lord ?" 
And then, when we get to the grave, and have our 
hearts humbledatthe thought that all earthly things 
must soon come to an end with us all : — when we 
look at the coffin which contains the mortal remains 
of a beloved friend, — and when we know not " whose 
turn it may be next," we cannot help wishing and 
praying that we may be prepared for the change 
when our time shall come. We know that we 
must all die ; for " man that is bom of a woman 
hath but a short time to Hve :" — ** in the midst of 
hfe we are in death." And such thoughts make 
us utter this prayer from our hearts : " O Lord Qod 
most holy, O Lord most mighty, O holy and most 
merciful Siaviour, dehver us not into the bitter pains 
of eternal death." — " But spare us, Lord most noly, 
O Gk>d most mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, 
thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not, at 
our last hour, for any pains of death, to fall fiim 
Thee." 

Mrs, W, And when we commit the body to 
the ground, " earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust 
to dust," what a blessing it is to think that, for 
the Christian, it is " in sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection to eternal life, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord I" 

W. Yes — ^that means for Christians in general. 
— ^But as for the particular person who is buried. 
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we do not speak of him with the same certainty, nor 
pretend to judge about him at alL These things 
are in the hand of the Ahnighty . We may hope, — 
and we will hope for the best. You know, we pray 
in the last Collect, that we, when we die, " may rest 
in the Lord, as our hope is that our departed 
brother doth." This should be our h^ ; — we say 
no more; — we do not say that it is our belief , 
because we cannot know for a certainty. 

Mrs. W, Very true : and, as we have said before, 
the Services of the Church were made for the cases 
of those who wish to go on regularly in a course of 
Christian teaching, and Christian performance ; and 
then we may reasonably hope tnat their eternal 
state will be a happy one. We cannot make a 
rehgious service for tnose who break their Christian 
vows, and Hve in opposition to the rules of a holy 
Church. — ^They must answer for themselves. — ^The 
Church undertakes to nourish and bring up, and 
supply with spiritual food, her feithful children ; 
and she begins with them in their infancy, and does 
not desert them in their death : " Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord, — even so, saith the 
Spirit, for they rest from their labours." 

W^ This is all quite true ; I must not, however, 
forget to tell you of one iliing that pleased me 
much. 

Mrs, W, What was that, WiUiam ? 

W. Why, you know, at a funeral, you often see 
the idle boys plaving about the church-^ard, quite 
careless about what is going on ; and this is a very 
bad thing for them, and very distressing to the peo- 
ple at the funeral. But it was quite different to-day. 
The children, that used to be playing about, aU got 
round the grave to-day, and behaved very solemnly, 
and seemed all to join in the service. 

Mrs, W. Oh, yes, I heard that the^minister had 
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been talking to the children about this, and that 
they seemed to be convinced how wrong it was 
to be playing about at such a time ; and that they 
saw, by what he said, that if they gave attention 
to the Service, they might expect to find great 
benefit fi:om it, and be led to triink of such things 
as every mortal ought to take to heart. I see, 
then, the reason why the children behaved so 
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W. Yes. It is plain now : and I am very glad 
to find that they are so attentive to what is said to 
them. 
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CONVERSATION VII. 

ox THE CHURCniNG OF WOMEN. 
MRS. WAF.KER AND MRS. BROWN. 

Mrs, Walker, How do you find yourself to-day, 
neighbour Brown ! I hope you are beginning to 
get about again, after your confinement— and now 
does the little baby do ? 

Mrs, Brown. Thank you, neighbour Walker, the 
baby is very welL indeed ; and I think I begin 
to feel myself a great deal better. I have had a 
longer confinement this time than usual, and I 
have not been so well as I commonly have been at 
such times. However, I have a great deal to be 
thankful for. I feel as if I was getting pretty 
strong again, and I reckon upon being able to 
return thanks next Sunday, at church. It is a 
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great satisfaction for me to think that I shall be 
able to get to church again, and I am sure it is 
my duty to give thanks to the Almighty, when I 
think of the great mercies that I have just received 
from Him. 

Mrs, W, Yes, it is our duty at all times to be 
thankful: but when we have lately received any 
particular mercy, our hearts will then be more par- 
ticularly led to return our thanks ; I mean, if we 
feel as we ought to do. 

Mrs, B, Why, I should certainly wish to feel 
grateful, and I hope I do. I am sure I have 
great reason to be thankful, when I think how 
merciftdly I have been deHvered, and I feel it is 
a great privilege to be able to return my thanks 
in the church for all the blessings which I have 
received. 

Mrs. W, Why, yes, neighbour, I have always 
felt it so when I have been in the same situation ; 
and I have often thought it a great happiness 
that there is a Service provided by the Church for 
the " Thanksgiving of women after child-birth." 
Indeed, whenever we have been kept at home by 
sickness, and are at length enabled to go to 
church again with our fellow-Christians, our hearts 
ought to be hfted up, in thankfulness, to Him 
who has shown us such great mercies : but in 
the case of recovering from "the pains and perils 
of child-birth," there seems a very particular 
call upon women to express tl^eir thankfulness. 
For, when we consider that the pains and dangers 
which are connected with bringing a child mto 
the world were inflicted on the first woman for 
her sin, and from her have come down to us all, 
this leads us to think of our own sin and disobe- 
dience and to pray that the pains we suffer may 
show us the danger of sin, and the need of repent- 
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ance ; and this should teach us to seek for par- 
don, and to pray for the help of Gk)d, that his 
Spirit may enable us to forsake our sins, and turn 
unto Him in newness of hfe. 

Mrs. B, Yes, this is indeed true. A long con- 
finement ^ves an opportunity for reflection and 
consideration ; and when we are restored, we ought 
to return our sinoerest thanks for our dehverance, 
and to seek, for the time to come, to Uve to God's 
service in humble thankfuhiess for all his favours. 
But how often we go to be " churched" without 
thinking what we go for ! 

Mrs, W, Why, it is sometimes so, indeed, neigh- 
bour ; and this is a very sad thing ! We ought not 
to go to such solemn services as a matter oi form ; 
we ought to know what we go for, and consider, 
the matter well beforehand, ttiat we may go with 
a right mind. It is a great mockery to join in 
the solemn services of religion, and thus seem to 
honour the Lord with our Ups, while our heart is 
far from Him. 

Mrs, B. To be sure it is ; — it must be ! 

Mrs, W, I cannot, however, help hoping that 
women do generally feel a good deal of thank- 
fulness for their deliverance, and that they go to 
this service with more sincerity than we are apt to 
think. I know, even before I thought much of 
religion, I never could go to church, after my 
confinements, without feeling very much indeed. 

Mrs. B, Well, I hope it is so. It certainly is a 
time when our minds ought to be particularly 
turned to religion ; and, as you say, I believe they 
often are. 

Mrs, W, Oh, yes, I know several women who 
never turned their thoughts to rehgion before, and 
yet whose minds have received very devout and 
lasting impressions from the danger of their con- 
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finement and the mercy of their recovery, — and 
from the call which the Church gives to them to 
return their thanks to their Almighty Preserver. 

Mrs. B, I really beUeve it is so. The time of 
our confinement gives us great opportunities of 
serious reflection ; and every consideration belong- 
ing to our situation is calculated to lead our thoughts 
to religion. And when it has pleased God to restore 
us again, and we go to church to return our public 
thanks, how well suited the Service is to our con- 
dition, and how truly does it express the feelings of 
our hearts ! 

Mrs. W. The feelings, you mean, which ought 
to be in our hearts. 

Mrs. B. Oh, yes, I mean so. The minister be- 
gins by reminding us that we have been lately 
aehvered from a state of "great danger," — that 
it is " Almighty God of his goodness," who hath 
deUvered us, and that we are therefore to give Him 
our " hearty thanks." 

Mrs. W. And then what a beautiful psalm of 
praise directly follows I 

Mrs. B. Very, indeed. I suppose in such psalms 
as that King David is describing his own troubles, 
and then returning thanks to the Almighty for 
delivering him. 

Mrs. W. Yes, I suppose so. But these same 
psalms are equally suitable to us all, whenever we 
nave experienced any troubles, and have been de- 
livered from them. And when we read such psalms 
we cannot help seeing that all people in every 
age, and in every condition, have had their trials. 

Mrs. B. Yes : and they show us that there is 
the same merciful Lord to guard and protect his 
people at all times; and that, as He always hoA 
been a great deliverer, so He always wiU. 

Mrs. W. Yes ; we see that David, though a 
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king, had great trials ; and many of his psahns 
show lis how great were his sufferings : but we 
also see that he puts his trust in the Almighty, 
and we always find that he was delivered. 

Mrs, B, It is very true ; and this must always 
be a great comfort and encouragement to every 
one who wishes to live to the service of his hea- 
venly Lord and Master. There are two psalms 
put down in the Prayer Book for the Churching 
of Women. The minister sometimes reads one, 
and sometimes the other. 

Mrs, W. Yes, they are the 116th, and the 128th : 
the second of them shows the blessing of having 
children ; and certainly this is a great blessing, if 
they turn out well. 

Mrs, B, It certainly is ; and this should show 
us the need of bringinff them up to the service of 
God. If, through God's grace, they do, hereafter, 
live a godly and Christian life, they will be a 
blessing to their parents, and to all that belong 
to them. They mil be kept from many of the 
miseries which we see in the world : they wiU be 
enabled to bear their needful trials, and they will 
inherit the kingdom of heaven at last. 

Mrs, W, Yes ; and we may therefore well count 
them blessings, and we may well say, that chil- 
dren are an " heritage and gift that cometh of the 
Lord ;" and how anxiously ought we to strive so 
to bring up our little ones that they may inherit 
these blessings ! 

Mrs, B. We ought indeed. — I think I have ob- 
served that the clergyman seldom reads the second 
of these psalms, if tne poor child is dead. 

Mrs, W, No ; it is petter not. In that case, 
the first of them is more suitable. This first is 
suitable in any case. 

Mrs, B, The Service, I think, goes on to the 
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end just as we could wish ; and expresses just 
what we should desire to say. There is a petition 
to the Lord to have mercy upon us ; and then 
there is the Lord's Prayer, which expresses what 
we ought to wish at all times, and so is suitable 
to every occasion. And when we feel as if we 
had lately been deUvered from a great danger, 
we must be in a sad state indeed, if we cannot 
then offer it up with a particular feehng of de- 
votion ! 

Mrs, W, Yes ; and it is at such times that we 
find the greatest of all comforts to arise from 
making our requests known unto the Lord. Who 
can help feeling it a great privilege to offer up 
such prayers as these to the Lord, and to know 
that He wiU graciously receive them ] 

"O Lord, save this woman thy servant," 

"Who putteth her trust in Thee." 

" Be thou to her a strong tower," 

" From the face of her enemy." 

" Lord, hear our prayer," 

" And let our cry come unto Thee." 

Mrs, B, If we feel at all as we should do, these 
will be the sort of requests which we shall desire 
to make. And then how beautiful the last is, in 
which we humbly return thanks to the Almighty 
for the deUverance which we have just expe- 
rienced ! — and all who are present join in this 
thanksgiving. It seems to me to be one of the 
great marks of a Christian to have a heart open 
to gratitude for the blessings which he receives, 
and to know and to acknowledge that all these 
blessings come from God. 

Mrs. W, To be sure. 

Mrs. B. And then we all pray that the woman 
who has been restored, and is now returning her 
thanks, may show her real thankfulness by the 
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effect which the mercy of Gk)d produces on her 
heart and on her conduct. 

Mrs, W, Yes, this is the true way to ludge of 
ourselves, and to know whether we are truly thank- 
ful. God's mercies should lead us to thankfulness ; 
and if there is real thankfulness, there will be a 
desire and an endeavour to do the will of Him who 
is so full of mercy and compassion to us. 

Mrs, B, Yes, and therefore we pray for the 
person who hath lately so mrticularly experienced 
the mercy of God, that God would enable her 
"faithfully to live and walk according to his wiU 
in this Hre present." 

Mrs. W. Yes ; and such a Hfe will, through 
Christ's merits, lead to eternal happiness hereafter. 

Mrs, B, Yes ; and we therefore ask of Gk)d, that> 
after such a Ufe of obedience to his will, " she may 
be partaker of everlasting gloiy in the hfe to come, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Mrs, W, I never can look at the prayers of our 
Church without seeing how they all, and every 
one of them, agree in the same great doctrine. 
We see it in this prayer: it is "through Jesus 
Christ our Lord" alone, that we can ever hope to 
be " partakers of everlasting glory in the hfe to 
come." But we find that the preparation for that 
hfe is "faithfully to hve and walk according to 
his will in this life present." 

Mrs, B, It is exactly so. And may God grant 
us his heavenly grace to enable us to hve such a 
Christian hfe ! 

Mrs, W, Well, we have every promise that it 
shall be so, if we sincerely ask it. 

Mrs, B, But the burden of past sin will sit 
heavy, even though we are trying to lead a new 
life, and though we have reason to think that God 
is helping us. 
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Mrs, W, Yes, but the promises of pardoning 
mei'cyf through Christ, are as strong as the pro- 
mises of strengthening grace, 

Mrs. B. It is so indeed. It is on Christ's merits 
alone that the Bible and the Church teach us to 
rest. This is a gracious promise to a Christian : 
" He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from aU unrighteousness." 

Mrs, W. Yes, this is indeed a gracious promise, 
and very fiill of comfort. And what comfortable 
words we have in the Communion Service of the 
Church ! and we feel them, I think, most parti- 
cularly on receiving the Sacrament after having 
been dehvered from any trial or danger, such as 
the great pain or peril of childbirth. The Praver 
Book, you know, says that, after the woman nas 
returned thanks, and if there be an opportunity, 
it is right that she should receive the Holy Com- 
munion. 

Mrs, B. Why this I should hke to do, certainly, 
the very first opportunity. 

Mrs. W, I am very glad that this is your in- 
tention. 

Mrs. B. Oh, yes, I should not think of neglect- 
ing it. I know that I can never do anything in 
return for all that has been done for me, but I 
should wish to do all I can to express* how much 
I feel it. I cannot, therefore, turn my back on a 
Service appointed by the Lord : and which I see 
to be intended entirely for my own good. " I will 
receive the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lord. I will pay my vows in the 

Eresence of all his people, in the court of the 
lOrd's house, even in the midst of thee, Jeru- 
salem. Praise the Lord." 
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